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GW HARDCOREHOTLINE ; 


C. Don’t dare call yourself a fan of ECW if RECEIVE 
> you have not called 

A FREE ECW 
The ONLY hotline for HARDCORE fans! MERCHANDISE 


4. >CALL TODAY 


¢ ECW Match Results 


¢ The Hottest ECW News 
¢ PLUS ... Test your ECW IQ with the ECW Trivia Test 


IF YOU DIDN’T HEAR IT ON THE ECW HOTLINE, IT’S NOT TRUE! 


This service is available for both touch-tone and rotary- -dialed th 
Cost per minute in the U.S. $1.99, cost per minute in Canada $2.49, 
cost per minute in U.K. £1.00 


Kids under 18 need parental permission before calling 4527/05-97 
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COVER PHOTOS: 
All photos by Bill Apter 
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(Pecans byte nee ey ; COVER DESIGN: giving Lex Luger his title match. Now he’s going after Eric Bischoff. Something's wrong with 
"Hoa boon eahoastetiammn! A | Wendy Vetter his judgment 
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WCW’S HOT, YOUNG STUDS 


Alex Wright, Chris Jericho, Marcus Bagwell, and Stevie Richards don't wield a lot of power in 
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Key match results from all over the world 
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Your chance to pick the winners in the quarterfinals 
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The mat sport’s most respected rankings 
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Can Lex sustain his position in our top 10? 
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KEN SHAMROCK'S fl 


DEADLY CLIMB. ji 
TO THE TOP | 


We all know ttiat Ken) Shamrock, 
“Who:was. featured onthe cover of our 
‘December 1997-issue, is physically’. 
“prepared for'a long wrestling career, 
utis he mentally ready? Wil he he 
Able:to deal with tough losses? Some 
fans aren't too sure given his violent 
‘oulbursts against tis fellow 
compelitors and even WWF officials, 

“Al first, (thought Shamrock was: 
tooniceto.go'fanin the WWR" wrote 

leader Miguel Gonzalez of Mission; ~ 
Texas, "Ever sincehe wenl nuts at 
SuninerStam, ve admired him more: 
He will definitely go farsin the WWF" 

"| really respected Shamrock tor 
beinga gentleman in afederation that 
has loo many egotistical idiots,” wrote 
reader JaneiEvans of Bear, Delaware. 
“But his recentaclions have.me 
wondering ifthe can handle the 
relatively ‘tarne warld of professional, 
wrestling.” “se : 

“Shamrock was such agreat UFC 


competitor, and lm tappyhe'sinthes 


WWE now,” said! Hotline” caller 

Victor Williams of Utica, New York, 

"But just Hope'he'can keep his cool 

long-enough ta prove he's a afeat 
; technical Wiestleh. 
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BAD SHAMROCK 


I was disgusted by the actions of Ken 
Shamrock during his match with European 
champion Davey Boy Smith at Summer- 
Slam. I think he should have been fined 
and suspended for what he did. He could 
have done permanent damage to the 
“British Bulldog” and threatened his liveli- 
hood. Not only did he injure a wrestler, but 
he also attacked several WWE officials. 
The worst part of the whole display is that 
fans were cheering Shamrock. He received 
a standing ovation when he left the ring. 


Ken Shamrock didn’t just attack Davey Boy Smith, 
his opponent, at SummerSlam. He also went after 


This made me realize that Bret Hart is 
right about the fans. 

DAN STAIGER 

Elk Grove Village, IL 


SATISFIED CUSTOMER 


I must tell you that I have never seen a 
better wrestling magazine in my entire life. 
I was so happy when I heard I had 
received a subscription to PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED as a birthday present. I love 
the fact that I will receive the “PW/ 500” 
and year-end issues with my subscription. 
I have always loved PWI, and I credit 
this magazine for inspiring me to want 
to become a journalist. 

I also want to say that I am more 
than happy that the editors of PWI have 
started the Dream Tournament again. I 
hope you decide to do it every year and 
not wait six years again. I love a maga- 


} zine that lets the fans get involved. I 


have waited almost five years for a sub- 
scription to your superior magazine, 
/ and I am so happy that I have finally 
received it. 
CHRIS HANCOCK 
Falling Waters, WV 


TRASH TALK 

There has been something bothering 
/ me about WCW since July 7, 1997, and 
it’s not the New World Order. It’s the | 
throwing of garbage by fans. I’m not 
the type to condemn anyone for voicing 
an opinion, but this practice of throwing 
things into the ring has gotten way out 
of hand. It really surprises me that 
+ WCW hasn’t done anything about it 
yet. I’ve seen full cups of soda and just 
about anything else one can think of 
being hurled toward the ring. One of 
these days, a wrestler, photographer, or 


referees and officials. The fact that Shamrock was fan is going to be hurt. 


cheered for doing this stunned reader Dan Staiger. 


I attended the In Your House in 


Shawn Michaels used to be one of the most 
popular competitors in the WWF. Reader Ashley 
Raley is one of many people to have lost 
respect for him recently. 


Calgary, and one of the first things ring 
announcer Howard Finkel told the crowd 
before the event was that anyone caught 
throwing anything toward the ring would be 
thrown out of the building. I commend the 
WWF for not tolerating that kind of behavior. 


YEARS AGO 
IN PWi 


10 


The cover of the January 1988 issue featured Ted DiBiase, the most ' 


despised superstar in the WWF at that time. DiBiase, though still the 
same tough, no-nonsense competitor he had always been, had started 
to use his status as one of the wealthiest wrestlers in the WWF to 


anger veteran opponents and bully newcomers. 


Elsewhere in the magazine: Two-thirds of the NWA World six-man ‘ 
champs, The Road Warriors, were spotlighted in the centerfold ... Was | Pi 
Hulk Hogan jealous of Jesse Ventura’s Hollywood success? Ventura’s | 


I implore everyone attending a WCW 
event to stop this trend and use the one 
weapon we have to show our support or dis- 
approval for what is going on in the ring: 
our mouths. 

ROB DESJARLAIS 
Medicine Hat, Alberta 


“PSYCHO” SHAWN 

The huge ego of Shawn Michaels has 
been way out of control lately, but this isn’t 
something new. I started to see what Shawn 
was really like back at WrestleMania XII, 
when he snapped at a camera man and 
cursed him. Shawn keeps claiming that he 
doesn’t get the respect that he deserves. I do 
give him credit for being a terrific athlete 
and giving us some incredible matches over 
the years, but his arrogance truly sickens me. 
And this is the same Shawn who told Bret 
Hart a while back that the fans have the right 
to cheer who they want? It’s ironic that he’s 
the one who now snaps whenever the crowd 
turns against him. 

I am convinced Shawn is a complete psy- 
chopath. One week, he tells the fans to “go 
to hell,” and the next week, he’s high-fiving 
people in the crowd. Even though the major- 
ity of fans are booing him right now, he still 
has the nerve to go into his little striptease 
act every time he comes out. And when the 
boos continue, a frustrated Shawn resorts to 
grabbing his crotch and firing insults that 
sound like they came from a grade school 
cafeteria. About the only people I see laugh- 
ing are Vince McMahon and hormone- 
crazed girls. 

Shawn also stated that he only wrestles 

(Continued on page 54) 


movie Predator was a hit at the time, and that had Hogan pining for his 

chance at movie fame ... AWA mainstay Larry Zbyszko boasted about his own greatness, chatted 
about his hatred for Nick Bockwinkel, and avoided the issue of helping Curt Hennig win the AWA 
World title in “Press Conference” ... Ric Flair usually keeps his cool when dealing with his 
Opponents, but he admitted to PW/ that “the Garvins are driving me crazy!” 


Magazine availability: Sold out. 
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| With Bill Apter 


Fritz Von Erich was one of 
the most feared wrestlers 
in the world when he was 
terrorizing opponents 
with his “iron claw” in the 
1960s (left). Fans saw a 
gentler side of Fritz dur- 
ing the 1980s (with sons 
Kevin, David, and Kerry, 
below). He died of cancer 
in September. 
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death of wrestlers or former 

wrestlers, but when these things 
happen, | usually reserve space for 
them at the end of my column. In 
the case of Fritz Von Erich, | have 
made an exception. He was such 
an important figure in this sport for 
so many years, but now, sadly, he 
is gone. 

Von Erich, who was born Jack 
Adkisson, died of cancer on 
September 10 at his home is Lake 
Dallas, Texas. He was 68 years 
old. He fathered six sons, five of 
whom pursued wrestling careers. 
(His first-born, Jack Jr., was elec- 
trocuted at age 7). Those five all 
hoped to achieve the legendary 
status of their father, but only 
Kerry, David, and Kevin did so. 
Sadly, the Von Erichs will be best 
remembered for all the tragedies 
they had to endure. Three of Fritz’ 
sons committed suicide (Kerry in 
1993, Chris in 1991, and Mike in 
1987), and David, whom many 
thought had the most promising 
career, died from acute enteritis in 
Japan in 1984. 

I'd need a whole issue to prop- 
erly document Fritz’ life and 
career, but since | have very limit- 
ed space, |’ll give you just a few 
highlights: 


| ALWAYS HATE reporting on the 


He was trained by Stu Hart and 
made his pro debut in 1954 ... His 
favorite hold was the “iron claw” 
(his sons also used it) ... Defeated 
Verne Gagne for the AWA World 
title on July 27, 1963 ... Was the 
chief executive of World Class 
Championship Wrestling ... Served 
as NWA president from August 
1985 through August 1986 ... 
Major feuds: Shohei “Giant” 
Baba, Dory Funk Jr. and Terry 
Funk, Bobo Brazil, Pepper 
Gomez, Verne Gagne, manager 
Gary Hart, The Freebirds, and 
Bruiser. 

| got to know Fritz very well over 
the years. He could be a stern 
businessman at times, but I'll 
remember him as a kind-hearted 
Texas gentleman. 

When | reached him at the sole 
surviving son, Kevin, he told me 
simply this: “Wrestling lost its 
greatest star, the community lost 
a great friend, and | lost a great 
father.” 

Now, onto news being made 
inside the ring ... 

Owen Hart decided to “make 
use of the usually useless Amer- 
ican justice system” in his feud with 
Steve Austin. Hart went to a judge 
and obtained a restraining order 


Steve Austin claims that the 
restraining order Owen Hart got 
against him won't keep him away 
from Owen. Austin contends that 
even the presence of police offi- 
cers won't stop him from trying 
to break Owen’s neck. 


that prevented Austin from getting 
within 100 feet of him. “The guy is 
always attacking me during my 
matches and trying to break my 
neck,” Hart complained. “He’s a 
sick, twisted man who belongs 
in jail.” 

The restraining order didn’t stop 
Austin, though, so Owen started 
getting policemen to accompany 
him to the ring for some of his 
matches. “This restraining order 
ain’t nothin’ but a piece of crap!” 
Austin ranted. “No little piece of 
paper is gonna stop me from gettin’ 
my hands on Owen Hart if that’s 
what | want to do. And that’s the 
bottom line!” 

Curt Hennig’s victory over 
Steve McMichael for the WCW 
U.S. heavyweight title was a huge 
win for the NWO. That group now 


Some wondered whether 
Curt Hennig was with 
the NWO after he sneak- 
attacked Dallas Page 
several times in July. 
Now we ail know he is. 
Hennig claimed another 
title for the group when 
he beat Steve McMichael 
for the U.S. belt. 
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has control of the three most 
important titles in WCW (Hulk 
Hogan is World champ; Scott Hall 
and Kevin Nash are World tag 
team champs). 

“People have read all the gar- 
bage you printed that said that I’m 
Hogan’s biggest problem, and that 
| want his World title (see the story 
in the November 1997 issue of 
Inside Wrestling),” Hennig told me, 
“but that story just points out the 
problems he and | had in the past. 
Hey, ‘Hollywood’ Hogan and me 
are real tight now. | might even co- 
star in his next movie. From the 
first moment | stepped into a WCW 
ring, my main goal was to gain Ric 
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Reckless Youth 
(shown dropkick- | 


ing Julio Sanchez) 
is one of the bus- 
jest wrestlers on 
the independent 


_ circuit. His travels 
recently took him. 
to Kentucky, where 


he won the IWA 


lightweight title. 


Flair’s trust and then betray him 
when he least expected it. Man, it 
felt so good to slam the cage door 
on his head over and over again at 
Fall Brawl. If he’s smart, he won't 


. try another comeback, because if 


he comes after the NWO again, 
he’ll get hurt even worse!” 

NWA North American champion 
Reckless Youth has won another 
championship. He beat American 
Kickboxer for the IWA lightweight 
title. Youth, who spends his week- 
ends driving to cards all over the 
country, is quickly becoming one 


Manager Sonny Ono was the 
first to congratulate Akira 
Hokuto when she won the 
WCW World Women’s title at 
Starreade last year. Now, due 
to health problems, Hokuto 
has given up the title. 


Rocky. Maivia infuriated a Jot 
of people when he joined the 
Nation of Domination. His 
father. former WWF World 


tag team champ Rocky, John- 
son, understands why he did 
what he did. 


of the most recog- 
nizable indepen- 
dent stars in the | 
U.S. 

“| have a full- 
time job as an 
accountant during | 
the week,” Youth 
told me. “On Fri- | 
days, | shoot out of 
the office and drive 
however long it 
takes to get toa 
show in the Mid- — 
west, New Eng- 
land, the South, 
whatever. Then | 
have a long drive 
home Sunday. It’s 
tiring, but | love the lifestyle. I’ve 
heard stories that this is the way 
the wrestlers used to do things 
years and years ago.” 

Akira Hokuto vacated the 
WCW World Women’s title just 
days before she was slated to 
defend it against Devil Masami. 
Hokuto had been suffering from 
back and chest pains, so she 
decided to take some time off to 
have some tests done to see if 
doctors could determine what was 
causing the pain. Promoters in 
Japan arranged for Masami to 
wrestle Chigusa Nagayo instead; 
the winner of that bout was to be 
crowned the new champion. 

Were you as shocked as | was 
to see The Patriot doing an inter- 
view without his mask on WWF TV 
late this summer? He says it was 
his idea. 

“Yeah, that surprised even the 
video crew,” he said. “I’ve told the 
world that my name is Del Wilkes, 
and | have nothing to hide, so why 
not show my face? | wear the 
mask to show everyone the pride | 
have in my country, but I’ve wres- 
tled without it in the past. Maybe 1’ll 


do the same for a few matches 
sometime in the future.” 

| had a strange conversation 
with Rocky Johnson, the father of 
Rocky Maivia, a few days ago. | 


wanted to get his take on his son’s 
decision to join the Nation of 
Domination, and | was stunned by 
what he told me. 

“It tore me up inside when | first 
saw him standing there with 
Faarooq,” Johnson said. “You 
could see the anger in his eyes, 
and it really bothered me that he 
didn’t even talk to me before he 
made that decision. 

“But then | had a long talk with 
him, and | started to understand 
how he was feeling. People 
yelling, ‘Die, Rocky, die!’—that 
hurt him a lot. He gave those peo- 
ple everything he had in every 
match, and they still showed him 
no respect. When he was 
younger, | used to tell him if he 
always did his best, he’d never 
have anything to be ashamed of. 
Now that | understand what he 
was going through, I’m supporting 
what he does with the Nation 100 
percent. The people in the Nation 
respect him, and his family 
respects him. What everyone else 
thinks doesn’t matter.” 

That's all for now. I'll see you at 
ringside! ‘a 


IT’S NOT SO MUCHA | 
JUMP To WCW; AT THE 
MOMENT, IT’S MORE 
LIKE A Hop. | 


2 a 


A JANUARY/1998 49 


BACK ISSUES OF PRO 


Complete your collection of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out on the 
excellence that has made PW/ the leader in wrestling journalism! Each issue contains a giant 
FULL-COLOR poster of one of your favorite wrestling stars, plus, beginning with the September 
1990 issue, PW/is packed with color in every issue! Quantities are limited, so order today! 


February 1984: Greg “The Hammer” Valentine: 
Wrestling’s Savage Genius. Centerfold: Jim Garvin & 
Sunshine. Pius: Super Destroyer, Harley Race, Abdullah the 
, . Gary Hart. 

July 1984: Jimmy Valiant’s Message To The Fans: “It's 
Time For You To Boogle Woogie!” Centerfold: Paul Ellering. 
Plus: Fabulous Ones-Rock 'n’ Rolis, Junkyard Dog, Sheik Al- 
Kaissie, Barry Windham. 

November 1984: Sgt. Slaughter: “I Pledge Allegiance To 
The Fans!" Centerfold: Rick Martel. Pius; Superstar Graham, 
Road Warriors, Kerry Von Erich, Windham & Rotundo-Mosca 
& Slater. 

December 1984: Do The Fans Expect Too Much From 
Barry Windham? Centerfold: Kerry Von Erich. Plus: Rick 
Martel, Wahoo McDaniel, Tommy Rich, WWF vs. NWA. 
January 1985: Awesome Destruction! The Road Warriors 
Power To Their First World Title. Centerfold: Tito Santana. 
Plus: Billy Jack-Dory Funk Jr., Michael Hayes, Austin Idol. 
February 1985: AWA World Champion Rick Martel: Five 
Steps To Greatness. Centerfold: Magnum TA. Plus: Hulk 
Hogan, Blanchard-Rhodes, Bob Backlund, Paul Ellering. 
April 1985: Jimmy Snuka: “! Want Piper!” —Even If It Kills 
The Tonga Kid. Centerfold: Ronnie Garvin, Plus: Fiair- 
Rhodes, Terry Gordy, Jim Garvin, Road Wariors. 
September 1985: Magnum T.A.: He's Got Millions Of 
Fans, But He’s The Loneliest Man In Wrestling. Centerfold: 
Junkyard Dog. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Von Erich-Adams, Hacksaw 


Duggan. 

October 1985: Instant Stardom: Rick Steamboat Makes It 
Big In The WWF. Centerfold: Chris Adams. Plus: Road 
Wanrors, Bruiser Brody, Nikita Koloff. 

June 1987: Magnum T.A.’s Message To The Fans: “Thank 
You For Your Prayers,” Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Pius: Martel 
& Zenk, Hayes & Gordy, Scott Hall, Road Warriors. 
October 1987: Dump The Horsemen, Flair—A True 
Champion Stands On His Own. Centerfold: Ted DiBiase. 
Plus: Steve Williams, NWA & WWF. 
November 1987: When The Going Gets Tough ... Will 
Nikita Koloff Turn Bad Again? Centerfold: George Steele. 
Plus: Road Warriors, Hulk Hogan, Jimmy Hart, Barry 


Windham. 
June 1988: is The End Near For Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: 
Tully Blanchard. Pius: Midnight Rockers-Kelly & Kiniski, Al 
Perez, Dusty Rhodes, Magnificent Muraco. 
August 1988: Macho Madness—The Torch Is Passed. 
Centerfold: Al Perez. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Bruno 
Sammartino, Luger & Windham, Eddie Gilbert. 
November 1988: He's Back! But Is Savage's Belt Beyond 
Hulk's Reach? Centerfold: Midnight Express. Plus: Madusa- 
Hyatt, Rock 'n’ Rolls, Dusty Rhodes, Warlord & Barbarian-Ax 
& Smash, Kevin Von Erich & Jessica McClure. 
December 1988: The Four Horsemen's Revolving Door— 
Who's The Next To Go? Centerfold: Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: 
Jerry Lawler, Precious, Bam Bam 


Bigelow, Bruiser Brody, Intercontinental tag title. 
June 1989: Hogan vs. Savage—WrestleMania V Preview. 
Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. Plus: Dustin Rhodes, Road 
Wanrors, Larry Zbyszko, Rock ‘n’ Rolls-British Bulldogs. 
July 1989: Rick Steamboat: “I'm Not A Real Champ Till | 
Beat Luger & Sting. Centerfold: Roddy Piper. Plus: Paul E. 
, John Studd, Dallas Page. 
August 1989; Super Sunday—Hulkamania Reborn! 
Ultimate Warrior Dethroned! NWA Stunner! Centerfold: 
Lex Luger. Plus: Steamboat-Flair, Dusty Rhodes. 
September 1989 (Special Issue): Senational 10th 
Anniversary Issue. 12 Who Made A Difference, 10 Years 
Ago, Book Of Lists, Superstats, roundtable press conference. 
October 1989: Muscle-For-Muscle, Who's More 
Awesome—Luger Or Hogan? Centerfold: Rick Rude. Plus: 
Sting, Jimmy Snuka, Lawler-Perez, Dallas Page. 
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November 1989: Dusty Rhodes—Alone And In Danger. 
Centerfold: Ric Flair. Plus: Luger-Steamboat, Ultimate Warrior, 
Robert Fuller, Fick Steiner. 

December 1989: The Young & Restless: The NWA's 
Future Is In Their Hands. Centerfold: Jimmy Snuka. Plus: 
Brutus Beefcake, Mil Mascaras, Blanchard & Anderson, 
January 1990; Warrior's Next Victim: Hulk Hogan? 
Centerfold; Sid Vicious. Plus: Kerry Von Erich, Jim Ross, 
February 1990: Luger's Holiday Gift For Flair: Has The 
“Total Package” Wrapped Up The NWA Title? Centerfold: 
Bret Hart. Plus: Hulk Hogan, Woman, Hennig-Beefcake, Toni 


Adams. 

March 1990 (Special Issue): 1989—The Year In Wrestling. 
1989 In Review, Achievement ’89 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1990. 

April 1990: PW! Wrestler Of The Decade: Why Lex Luger 
Couldn't Ruin Ric Fiair’s Greatest Day. Centerfold: Dusty 
Rhodes. Plus: Rockers, Hogan-Hennig, Jerry Lawler. 

May 1990: Hulk Hogan: Primed And Ready For 
WrestleMania Vi. Centerfold: Great Muta. Plus: Piper-Rude, 
Eric Embry, Rock 'n’ Rolls, Sid Vicious, pain. 

June 1990: Hogan vs. Warrior: Why WrestleMania VI 
Won't Settle This Feud. Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Nikita Koloff, 
Comette-Rock ’n' Rolls, Rhodes-Savage, Anderson-Sawyer, 
boxers vs. wrestlers. 

July 1990: The Maturing Of Lex Luger: The “Total 
Package” Becomes The People’s Choice. Centerfold: Rick 
Martel. Plus: Skyscrapers. Bobby Heenan. Mr. Saito, referees. 


September 1990: The Hulkster's Wrath: 7,000 Miles To 
Violent Redemption. Centerfold: The Steiners. Plus: Jeff 
Jarrett, Sting, Destruction Crew, Four Horsemen, Curt Hennig. 
October 1990: Sting’s Painful Lesson: You'll Have No 
Friends At The Top. Centerfold: Brutus Beefcake. Pius: 
Omdorfi-Blanchard, Tugboat, Teddy Long, Ultimate Wamior, 
Road Wanmiors. 

November 1990: Sting Wins The NWA World Title! “If This 
ts A Dream, Don't Wake Me.” Centerfold; Road Warriors. 
Plus: Rude-Warrior, Rie Flair, Funk-Hansen, muscle and 
power. 

December 1990: New Blood—And Bad Blood—in The 
WWF. Centerfold: Sting. Plus: Four Horsemen, Kerry Von 
Erich, Doom, Eddie Gilben, Sqt. Slaughter. 

February 1991: WrestleMania Vil Contest. Centerfold: 1991 
calendar. Plus: Sid Vicious, DiBlase-Rhodes, Scott Steiner, 
Power & Glory, Temy Funk. 

March 1991 (Special Issue): 1990—The Year In Wrestling, 
1990 In Review, Achievement '90 awards, Unofficial/Officiat 
awards, Predictions for 1991. 

April 1991: Sgt. Slaughter Guilty Of Treason! Centerfold; 
Tom Zenk. Plus: Sting, Magnum T.A., Jesse Ventura, Lawler- 
Gilbert, Hogan & Wamior. 

May 1991: WrestleMania Vil Shocker! Who Is Secretly 
Plotting To Destroy Hulk Hogan Before March 242 
Centerfold: Am Anderson. Plus: Rick Rude, Flair-Sting, Lou 
Thesz, Rick Steamboat. 

June 1991: Hulk Hogan: America’s Hero. Centerfold: 
Hacksaw Duggan. Plus: Cactus Jack, Ric Flair, Nasty Boys, 
Steiners, Simmons-Reed. 

July 1991: The War ts Over! Hulk Hogan Liberates The 
WWF Belt From Sgt. Slaughter! Centerfold: Brian Pillman 
Plus: Horsemen, Lex Luger, Eric Embry, Demolition, 

August 1991 (Special Issue): Supercards '91. Centerfold: 
Hulk Hogan. Plus: WrestleMania Vil, WCW-New Japan, 
Ultimate Warrior, Owen Hart, Koloff-Luger. 

October 1991: Sid Justice: The Second Coming Of Hulk 
Hogan. Centerfold: Lex Luger, Plus: Hogan-Slaughter, 
Terrence Taylor, Barry Windham, Willlams-Bigetow. 
November 1991: Your Wedding Gift For Savage & 
Elizabeth: Help Lift The “Macho Man's” Suspension! 
Centerfold: Bobby Eaton, Plus: Tito Santana, Bushwhackers, 
Jushin Liger, Brian Pillman. 

December 1991; PW1500. Centerfold: Rick Steamboat. Plus: 
Ron Simmons, Johnny 8. Badd, Flair-Hogan. 

January 1992; Ric Fiair: He'll Make Hulk Hogan Look Like 
An Amateur. Centerfold: Ron Simmons. Pius: Rick Steiner, 
Ultimate Warrior, Lex Luger, 

February 1992: Has Hulk Hogan Had Enough? Centerfold: 
1992 calendar. Plus: Sting, Justice-Roberts, hot prospects, 
Eddie Gilbert. 

March 1992 (Special Issue); 1991—The Year In Wrestling. 
1991 In Review, Achievement ‘91 awards, Unotticial/Oificial 
awards, Predictions for 1992. 

April 1992: Outlook For Sting: Bright And Sunny; 
Forecast For Luger: Reign Ending! Centerfold: Ric Flair. 
Plus: Eaton & Anderson, Madusa, Jannetty-Michaels, WWF 
madness, 

May 1992: Revitalized In Tokyo: Hulk Hogan Is Super- 
Psyched For WrestleMania VII! Centerfold: Rick Rude. Plus: 
Sting & Muta-Steiners, Jarrett & Fuller, Lightning Kid, Randy 
Savage, intimidation. 

June 1992: Exclusive PW/ interview: Roddy Piper Speaks. 
Out! Centerfold: Dustin Rhodes. Plus: Dangerously-Sting, 
Abdullah-Cactus, Sid Justice, Randy Savage. 

July 1992; The Best Of The Best—The Masters Of Their 
Craft. Centerfold: Randy Savage. Plus! Liger-Pillman, Jim 
Neidhart, U.S.-Japan, Ric Flair. 

August 1992 (Special Issue): WrestleMania VII. 
Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: Ultimate Warrier, Randy 
Savage, Sting, Terry Taylor, Gilbert-Patriot, gore. 

September 1992: Savage vs. Sting: Why It Isn't That 
Unlikely. Centerfold: Nikita Koloff. Plus: Steiners, Barry 
Windham, Sid Justice, Hodge & Weston, Shawn Michaels. 
October 1992: The Hatred Still Runs Deep: Ultimate 
Warrior vs. Randy Savage—They'll Settle Up At 
SummerSlam! Centerfold: Cactus Jack. Plus: Steve 


WRES TLING ILS TRATED 


Williams, Tom Zenk, WWF title controversy, fire match, Eric 


Embry. 

November 1992: The British Bulldog: Hounding The 
Hitman. Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior. Plus: Honky Tonk Man, 
Steiners, Undertaker, Madusa, perfect wrestler. 

December 1992: PW/ 500. Centerfold: Big Van Vader. Plus: 
Nailz-Bossman, Sid Justice, WCW rulebreakers. 

January 1993: New WWF World Champion Ric Flair: His 
SummerSlam Plan Works To Perfection. Centerfold: Jeff 
Jarrett. Plus: Ron Simmons, Kerry Von Erich, Rude-Roberts- 
Steamboat. 

March 1993 (Special Issue): 1992—The Year In Wrestling. 
1992 In Review, Achievement '92 awards, Unofficiai/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1993. 

April 1993: The Steiners: Everything You Always Wanted 
To Know About Wrestling's Most Awesome Tag Team. 
Centerfold: Barry Windham. Plus: Bob Backlund, Sting-Muta, 
Hawk & Sasaki, Davey Boy Smith. 

May 1993; WrestleMania Without Hulk Hogan? Centerfold: 
The Undertaker. Plus: Ron Simmons, Cactus Jack, Madusa- 
Sherri, WCW-New Japan, Ultimate Warrior. 

August 1993 (Special Issue): Supercards ‘93. Centerfold: 
Shawn Michaels, Plus: WCW in Manhattan, WrestleMania IX, 
Van Hammer, Missy Hyatt, Tony Anthony, Luger & Hughes, 
1993 PWI Poll. 

June 1994 (Special Issue): Sting vs. Hogan: Yes! And We 
Have The Photos! Centerfold: Alundra Blayze. Plus: 1994 
PWI Poll, Undertaker, Nick Bockwinkel, light heavyweights, 
Dustin Rhodes, mega-groups. 

Winter 1994: Hulkamania Runs Wild Again! Centerfold: 
Terry Funk. Plus: Vince McMahon, Sid Vicious, AAA, Ric Flair. 
April 1995: WWF Title Turmoil. Centerfold: Sabu. Plus; Hulk 
Hogan, Jim Comette, Diesel, Alundra Biayze, Dusty-Dustin, 
Chris Candido. 

June 1995 (Special Issue): The 1995 PW/ Poll. Centerfold: 
The Undertaker. Plus: Steiners, Sting, Cactus Jack, Jim 
Comette, Bret Hart, Royal Rumble. 

July 1995: Hulk Hogan: “I Can't Take It Anymore!” 
Centerfold: Bam Bam Bigelow. Plus; Kevin Sullivan, USWA 
blood, Yokozuna, Savage & Shen, revitalize the WWF. 

April 1996: WCW World Title Turmoil. Centerfold: The Kid. 
Plus: Hulk Hogan, Ahmed Johnson, Bob Armstrong, 
Michaels-Bret, Public Enemy. 


May 1996; Un-Natural! The WWF Has Finally Gone Too 
Far! Centerfold: Public Enemy. Plus: Jeff Jarrett, Dreamer- 
Raven, Dan Sevem, Ric Flair, Giant. 

June 1996 (Special Issue): The 1996 PW1 Poll. Centerfold: 
Jeff Jarrett. Plus: Yokozuna, Sunny, Hulk Hogan, Sting & 
Luger, Bret Hart, WWF-WCW. 

July 1996: Is Shawn Michaels Leaving The WWF? 
Centerfold: Lex Luger. Pius: Goldust, Hulk Hogan, Giant, Ric 
Flair. 

August 1996 (Special Issue): WrestieMania XII. Centerfold: 
Sunny. Plus: Shawn Michaels, 1-2-3 Kid, Jimmy Hart, Sting- 
Flair, Sandman & Hyatt, Steve Austin, 

September 1996: Kevin Nash—Great Expectations. 


Centerfold: Ultimate Warrior. Plus: Roddy Piper, Jerry Lawier, 
Steiners-Road Warriors, Public Enemy. 

October 1996: Peaking Too Soon: Will The Giant Ba 
Ruined By His Own Success? Centerfold: Goldust. Plus: 
Big Van Vader, Ric Flair, Bulldog, Lex Luger. 

November 1996: Giant-Michaels: The War To End All 
Wars. Centerfold: Dreamer, Beulah, Kimona. Plus: Sunny, 
Bret Hart, World Peace Festival, Yoshi Kwan. 

December 1996: The Truth Hurts; Hulk Hogan Is Right! 
Centerfold: Steve Austin. Pius: Undertaker-Bearer-Mankind, 
Sting, Ahmed Johnson, Col. Parker. 

Winter 1996 (Special Issue): PWI 500. Centerfold: Shawn 
Michaels. 

January 1997: The NWO's Confidential Dream Roster. 
Centerfold: Rey Misterio Jr. Plus: Marc Mero, Lord Steven 
Regal, Shawn Michaels, PG-13, 

February 1997: Mr. Perfect: “Shawn Michaels Stole My 
Life.” Centerfold: “Psycho” Sid, Plus: Kroffat & Fumas, Vince 
McMahon, Randy Savage, New Razor & New Diesel. 
March 1997 (Special Issue): 1996—The Year In Wrestling. 
1996 In Review, Achievement '96 awards, Unofficial/Official 
awards, Predictions for 1997, 

April 1997: How Winning The Title Saved Psycho Sid's 
Sanity. Centerfold: Hulk Hogan. Plus: Rocky Maivia, Jeff 
Jarrett, Unofficial/Officials, Chris Jericho. 

May 1997: March Madness. Centerfold: Benoit & Woman. 
Plus: Akira Hokuto, Roddy Piper, Goldust, Giant. 

June 1997 (Special Issue): The 1997 PWI Poll. Centerfold: 
Ahmed Johnson. Plus: Bearer & Vader, Savio Vega, Piper- 
Hogan, Barely Legal!, Malenko-Dragon. 

July 1997: Steve Austin: Stone-Cold And Uncensored. 
Centerfold: Dallas Page. Plus; Rocky Maivia, Road Warriors, 
Nick Patrick, Eliminators. 

August 1997: (Special Issue): Supercards "97: WCW 
Uncensored, WWF WrestleMania Xill, ECW Barely Legal. 
Centerfold: Dennis Rodman & Hulk Hogan vs, Lex Luger. 
Plus: Kimberly, Public Enemy, managers. 

September 1997: N-W-Over? Centerfold: Bret Hart. Plus: 
Piper & Flair, Terry Funk, WWF World title, Steve Austin. 
October 1997: Shawn Michaels: Is His Heart Still In The 
WWF? Centerfold: The Giant. Plus: Ultimo Dragon, Kevin 
Nash, Big Van Vader, ECW. 
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PROM THE 


ror all the talk, for all the 
=== threats, for all the boasts 
U about changing the face of 
the sport as we know it. For all the 
macho men, black T-shirts, spray- 
painting, toothpick-flinging, legend- 
bashing, just how tough can the 
NWO be when its heralded leader, 
the great Hulk Hogan, is a... 

Well, why don’t | tell Mr. Hogan 
why | feel the way | 
do and let him come 
up with the words that 
describe him best? 

“Make it fast,” 
Hogan screamed 
into the phone when | 
told him of my little 
find-the-word game. 
“Time is money. And 
if this takes any more 
than five minutes, | 
figure I’ve wasted 
about 50 grand. Now 
if | took that money 
and invested in Time 
Warner, because you 
know where the NWO 
is taking the Time 
Warner stock ...” 

“You made your 
point, Hulk!” 

“Hey, that’s ‘Holly- 
wood.” 

“Fine, whatever.” 

“Well, then, ask 
your question.” 

“Your title match a- 
gainst Luger ...” 

“Great match; a 
grand moment for the 
NWO, regaining the 
World title.” 

“Not that match. 
The one where you 
lost the title. 

“Don’t remember it.” 
“Well, allow me. You were, 
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of course, wrestling Luger, and | 
might add, you looked great.” 

“Naturally.” 

“But then he hoisted you up in 
the ‘torture rack,’ and | think you 
gave up even before the referee 
posed the question.” 

“What's the point, Saks?” he 
said, his buoyant tone disappear- 
ing in an instant. 

“Point is, Hulk Hogan,” | said, 
fully confident that his mighty 
pythons couldn’t ex- 
tend through a cord- jj 
less phone, “you’ve | 
turned into a gutless 
wimp.” (After all | 
these years, believe 
me, that felt good.) i 

“Point is, Saks, if © 
you print that, you'll | 
just prove how little 
you know about this 
sport.” . 

“Enlighten me, sir.” | 

“Vil try, but this | 
might be tough. First | 
of all, have you ever | 
been in a ‘torture | 
rack’? Don’t bother to | 
answer; | already 
know you haven’t. | 
Well, for about the | 
first five seconds, you | 
can ward off the ef- | 
fects by forcing your | 
back muscles in the | 
opposite direction of | 
the pressure. If your | 
opponent doesn’t tire © 
from holding you by | 
that point—and one © 
thing about Luger, he | 
doesn’t get tired—the © 
pain begins and it 
increases exponen- 
tially to the point 
where you're not only 


in serious risk of permanent injury, 
but eventually you can’t even 
muster the strength to tell the ref- 
eree you've had enough. Now, 
don’t interrupt me ... 

“There was a time in my life 
when | would have risked every- 
thing to keep that one black mark 
[a submission] off my record. But 
I’m not only the greatest wrestler 
who ever graced this planet, I’ve 
also become the smartest. Do you 


think it diminishes 

my accomplishments 

in any way that | lost 

that match? Who's got the belt 
now? 

“Even you know that, Saks, so 
don’t bother to answer. Just do 
yourself a favor and try not to 
make yourself look too stupid!” 

With that he hung up. And I'll 
admit, he did give me something 
to think about. Maybe it would 
not be fair for me to label Hogan 
a gutless wimp if | didn’t do the 
same to Owen Hart, Jim Neid- 
hart, and Big Van Vader, all of 
whom have submitted to Ken 
Shamrock’s various leglocks in 
recent months. Or Chris Can- 
dido, Rob Van Dam, and Sabu, 
who all threw in the towel against 
Taz’ Kasahasjny “Taz-mission.” 
Or even the number-one man in 
this year’s “PWI/ 500,” Dean 
Malenko, who gave up a guaran- 
teed shot at the WCW U.S. title 
when he submitted to Jeff 
Jarrett’s figure-four leglock at 
Fall Brawl. 

Successful submission holds 
are very much a part of our sport 
again. A generation ago, you 
would regularly see wrestlers cry 
uncle when faced with the dilem- 
ma of an abdominal stretch or a 
Boston crab. Over time, however, 
wrestlers smartened up and 
began to learn counters to such 
holds. The figure-four was big for 
a while, but even that began to 
be countered on a fairly regular 
basis. Now, many of the submis- 
sion holds of yore are used as 
weakeners, if they’re used at all. 

In talking to some wrestlers | 
respect a whole lot more than 
Hulk Hogan, | learned that some 
of today’s submission holds, while 


Not many elite athletes submit to figure-four leglocks anymore. Dean Malenko, how- 
ever, did when Jeff Jarrett applied the hold at Fall Brawl. It was probably a wise move. 


not necessarily giving the casual 
viewer the appearance of being 
very painful, can indeed be 
career-threatening if not escaped 
immediately. 

“Hogan's right about that,” said 
Jarrett. “You have a brief window 
of opportunity to counter a good 
submission hold, providing you 
know how to, and then you get a 
brief opportunity to quit, and then 
you’re at the mercy of the refer- 
ee’s judgment to know when to 
stop the match for you.” 

Jarrett admits that his success 
ratio for the figure-four leglock 
isn’t so wonderful, but ... “There 
are times,” he said, “maybe once 
out of every 50, that you know 
you've got it applied just right. You 
know it and the opponent knows 
it. And | don’t care if you’re Dean 
Malenko or George Hacken- 
schmidt, you’re going to cash in 
your chips for a chance to come 


back whole tomorrow.” 

Makes sense, but | 
just don’t want to let 
Hogan get away that 
easily. His crimes 
against the sport are 
far too numerous: his 
big mouth ... his in- 
frequent title defens- 
es ... his total depen- 
dence on his NWO 
cronies his big 
mouth ... his unwilling- 
ness to give men who 
have beaten him in non- 
title bouts chances to 
wrestle for the belt ... his 
big mouth ... his two other 
submission losses to Lex 
Luger ... and did | mention his 
big mouth? 

I'll give Malenko, Vader, Can- 
dido, et a/. the benefit of the 
doubt. Hulk Hogan is a gutless 
wimp. ‘a 
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TAKE MY ADVICE 


~ =~, Arn Anderson, one of the most respected wrestlers 

Pa — in the world for most of his career, has spent a good 
; ee “Sart of the past year doing the right thing. He was part 
of ‘the reason that Steve McMichael accepted Jeff 
\ Jarrett into The Four Horsemen, even though 
ite wanted nothing to do with Jarrett and was 


August, when Ric Flair was practically 
Curt Hennig to join the Horsemen, and 
las putting off his decision seemingly forever, 
n stepped into the ring and gave an emotional 
which he offered his position as enforcer of 
ySemen to Hennig. Hennig, a second-genera- 
r stler with a thorough knowledge of wrestling 
history, knew he had no choice but 
to accept. “It would be a privilege,” 
were his exact words as he shook 
Arn’s hand. No one could have 
Known at the time that Hennig was 
really playing the Horsemen for 
fools. But that’s not my point. 

Anderson has retired, the victim 
of neck surgery that rendered him 
incapable of ever again competing. 
WCW won’t be the same without 
him in the ring. The NWO will defi- 
nitely be stronger now that he’s 
gone. And The Four Horsemen ... 
well, the Horsemen aren’t the 
Horsemen anymore. 

But it doesn’t have to remain that 
way. As anyone who ever saw him 
wrestle knows, it wasn’t Anderson’s 
physique and power that made him 
so dangerous. It was his mind. And 
that mind is still working perfectly. 
Arn Anderson has never undergone 
brain surgery. His mind would be a 
terrible thing to waste. 

The time has come for Anderson 
to take over the role previously held 
by J.J. Dillon as full-time adviser to 
the Horsemen. 

Of course, Dillon is now chairman 
of WCW’s Executive Committee, 
and he knows all about Anderson’s 
genius. 

“He’s one of the smartest men 
l’ve ever known,” Dillon said. “I 
remember when we’d have our 
meetings, Arn was always the voice 


Arn Anderson and J.J. Dillon double-team Ole Anderson during a classic Horsemen f E b iar 
moment in 1987. At the time, Dillon was adviser to the group. It's a role Arn might Of reason. Everybody wou e 
want to consider assuming soon. arguing, but then when it was all 
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over, Arn would stand up and put everything in per- 
spective. | remember he and | had several disagree- 
ments, but we always argued them out productively. If 
you ask me, Arn Anderson would be a fine addition to 
any wrestling group.” 

Just before press time, Anderson announced that 
he would be taking a position as a talent scout for 
WCW. Good for WCW—bad for the Horsemen. Flair, 
who has always carried the most power within the 
group, would probably like him to remain on, but he 
has so much respect for Arn that he isn’t going to 
pressure him into doing anything. 

“Arn’s one of my best friends, and he’s the person 
in wrestling | respect the most,” Flair said. “He’ll 
always be a Horseman in my mind, and he'll always 
be the first person | go to for advice. | think you have 
to see him in action to know what he meant to us.” 

If he were to take a position as an official adviser to 
the Horsemen, Anderson wouldn't necessarily have to 
stand at ringside and interfere in matches the way 
Dillon once did, although his presence would certainly 
be noticed. The problem is that in his current physical 
condition, Anderson can’t afford to get mixed up in the 
action, which would surely happen eventually. You 
can bet that the NWO would not take it easy on 
Anderson. Perhaps he’d have to stand off to the side, 
work his magic in the locker room, or in postmatch 
meetings. Maybe he’d have to watch matches on a 
monitor. Arn would probably have a difficult time 
standing off to the side. 

But the Horsemen need him. Their war with the 
NWO has intensified, and the NWO is even stronger 
with the addition of Hennig. With Anderson’s retire- 
ment, the Horsemen got weaker. 


DEATH IN THE RING 


Wrestling, the most brutal of sports, has suffered 
only a few in-ring tragedies. We’re used to wrestlers 
getting carted off on stretchers and taken to hospitals 
in ambulances only to find out later that their injuries 
aren't life- of career-threatening. But on August 16, 
Japanese wrestler Plum Mariko was rendered uncon- 
scious during a tag team match pitting her and 
Comand Borishov against Mayumi Ozaki and Rieko 
Amano. Ozaki executed a Liger bomb, and Mariko hit 
her head on the mat. When it was discovered that 
Mariko was unconscious, she was taken to a hospital. 
Doctors performed surgery, but Mariko never regained 
consciousness. She died at age 29. . 

Mariko had wrestled since 1986 and was a former 
JWP and UWA junior heavyweight champion. 

News of her death hit hard all the way in the United 
States. Several wrestlers at WWF and WCW cards 
the following week were clearly shaken when told of 
the news and one, who asked not to be identified, 


Plum Mariko was just 
29 years old when she 


died after hitting her 
head on the mat during 
a match. Perhaps other 
wrestlers will learn a 
lesson from her death. 


said, “This isn’t supposed to happen. We know we’re 
putting our lives on the line every time we step into the 
ring, but you never think anything worse than maybe a 
concussion is going to happen. The danger of 
wrestling is something we try to keep out of our minds. 
This makes it tougher to do that.” 

Sadly, there are no actions wrestling federations 
can take to assure that something like this will never 
happen again. It’s the nature of the sport. More and 
more wrestlers are using more dangerous moves, and 
when they do get injured, they often don’t want to 
allow themselves enough time to recover properly 
(Steve Austin and Perry Saturn, for example). Mariko 
had reportedly suffered head injuries in the past, but 
she was always anxious to get back into the ring. 
Perhaps she felt that if she stayed away too long, pro- 
moters would forget about her. 

Now, it turns out, she will always be part of 
wrestling history. OD 
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(Editor’s note: The opinions 
expressed in this column are those of 
the letter writers and Brandi 
Mankiewicz herself. They do not 
necessarily reflect the editorial views 
of this magazine.) 


1 f TH THE monstrosity: 
{Uf called the “PWI 500” 
’ finally behind me, I am 


now looking toward the epic year- 
end ‘issue (cover-dated March 
1998). I know it’s on all of your 
minds, too (that ... and moi!). But 
we might come up about two awards 
short this year. 

As you probably know, the pow- 
ers-that-be at this magazine have 
eliminated the Most Popular and 
sacred Most Hated ratings. Okay, I 
understand the mandate, but I don’t 
understand why they are kowtowing 
to fans who are nothing more than a 
bunch of bandwagon jumpers. Dan 
Shocket and Eddie Eliner glorified 
rulebreaking in our family of maga- 
zines and made many people angry 
in the process. I wanted the same 
privilege, but now it’s fashionable to 
cheer the baddest of the bad, Ugh! 
Hey, you, get off of my cloud! 

Perhaps it’s time for a new 
Achievement Award. How about 
Columnist/Journalistic Monarch of 
the Year? I like the sound of that. 

Love me. Hate me. I could not 
possibly care less. But as always, 
I am your less-than-humble cham- 
pion. 
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. ECW is better than the WWE 


Ifyou wish to 

contribute to 
Brandi’s mailbag, 
send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE 
Box 1148 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Or send e-mail to: 
TopRopePWi@aol.com 


Brandi: 
Why is Ted DiBiase with the 
Steiners? He had it good in the NWO, 
so why did he leave? He’s going to 

accomplish nothing with the Steiners, 
JEFF SIMMONS 
Yardley, PA 

Jeff: 

Apparently, Mr. DiBiase 
sat down one night and 
reviewed some tapes from 
the early-1980s, an era in 
which he was a yawn-induc- 
ing, vanilla-flavored fan 
favorite. Lo and behold, he 
also looked at himself today 
and saw an entertaining, 
interesting, and powerful 
man. He just couldn’t have 
that. I’m hoping that the 
new DiBiase won’t last long, 
All due respect to his newly 
found convictions, he 
should change his name to 
Jack Squat, because that’s 
what all fan favorite man- 
agers accomplish. 


Dear Brandi: 
Can you believe Tommy 
Dreamer said he now knows 


because he defeated Jerry 
“The King” Lawler at Hard- 
core Heaven? I mean, “The 
King” is a WWF broadcaster, 
far from the cream of the crop 
of the WWF. If he wants to 
impress me, let him try to 
beat The Undertaker or Bret 


Hart. What do you think? 
KEVIN GULFO 
Youngstown, OH 
Dear Keyin: 

Unfortunately, it was Lawler who 
spoke the loudest and carried the 
biggest stick. He picked the fight, 
and Dreamer responded. I happen 
to despise Dreamer’s always-do- 
good-by-ECW-no-matter-what atti- 
tude, but I admire his spunk and 
determination. You make an inter- 
esting point. Dreamer should move 
up the ladder a few rungs and show 
us he can beat one of the WWF’s 
best. And ‘The King” should pick a 
fight with someone in the AWF, 
CWF, PWF, or UWF. He’d proba- 
bly haye a better chance of winning 
those battles. Or maybe focus on 
winning his 173rd USWA title. | 


Dear Queen Brandi: 
I have a question for you that no 


If Ted DiBiase really didn't feel comfortable in the 
NWO, I’m glad he had the guts to leave. | just hope 
he realizes he’s going absolutely nowhere as the 
manager of the Steiners. 


Tommy Dreamer’s victory over Jerry Lawler at ECW Hardcore Heaven proved that 
Dreamer was a better wrestler than Lawler on the night of Hardcore Heaven. And 
that’s all it proved. 


one else seems to know the answer to. 
Whatever happened to the U.S. tag 
team championship in WCW? Did 
WCW abolish it when it withdrew 
from the NWA? Why wasn’t the lin- 
eage for this title included in the 1996 
or 1997 PWI Almanac? 
JOE SAUBER 
St. Paul, MN 
Dear Joe: 

I find it hard to track a title lin- 
eage that ended, I think, with Dick 
Slater and The Barbarian and 
included legendary tag teams as Ron 
Simmons and Big Josh and Greg 
Valentine and Terry Taylor, just to 
name a few. The U.S. tag team title 
came back more times than Larry 
Holmes, and Holmes may have been 
more effective. How about you fig- 
ure out the lineage and send it to 
me? I’ve got better things to do. 


Dear Brandi: 

What do you think about Paul 
Bearer telling The Undertaker that his 
little brother is alive? 

JOHN LOTTS 
Hurricane, WV 
Dear John: 

First of all, I don’t see what The 
Undertaker’s well-done little bro 
has to do with anything that’s going 


on in the WWF. Dare I say that 
Bearer’s scheme seemed half-baked 
in the first place? But obsessing over 
his sibling did probably cost 
Undertaker the WWF World 
title. It just goes to show you 
how focused Mr. Macabre 
was in the first place. Just 
when I thought the WWF 
wrestlers were becoming, 
dare I say, more human, 
we’re reduced to this dime- 
store mystery novel junk. 
Advice for the ghoul: Forget 
about your brother and 
move on. One more question 
to ponder, wrestling fans: 
Hmmmmmm, do you think 
Cain is a wrestler? 


Dear Queen Brandi: 

I have an opinion, and I 
have the feeling you will agree 
with me. “Hollywood” Hulk 
Hogan takes credit for “mak- 
ing” wrestling what it is today. 
This is totally untrue. If he 
weren't a wrestler, the sport 
would be different. People like 
Lou Thesz, Gorgeous George, 
and Adrian Adonis made the 


they made the sport. what it is. They 
are the people that were laughed at by 
the public for being in a renegade 
sport. I respect these men, and 
“Hollywuss” isn’t what made the 
sport. Your opinion? 
ARMAGONN 
Plymouth, MI 
Dear Arm (nice name, by the way): 
You’re right. If Hogan hadn’t 
legdropped The Iron Sheik en route 
to winning the WWF World title in 
1984, wrestling would be much bet- 
ter. Promoters would fill their small 
buildings with male-dominated 
crowds who would be throwing their 
empty beer containers and cigarette 
butts in the ring. It would continue 
to thrive on local TV stations as 
wrestlers tried to eke out meager liv- 
ings. Families and kids would stay 
away in droves. There would be no 
pay-per-view shows. Quick, send a 
resume to Vince McMahon: Your 
ideas are desperately needed. 
Ratings are too high, and promo- 
tions are making too much money. [_] 


Gorgeous George did a lot for the popularity of 
wrestling when he was a star about 200 years ago. 


But let's credit some of the wrestlers of this 


sport what it is today. Yes, 
they are fossils, or dead, but 


decade for making wrestling the great sport that it 
is today. 
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TAKE US 


#7; by Ben #2: Ace #3: Seeger #4: Body bag #5: Wildfire K6: Erie #7: Nook the #8: Derek Craven 
. Stevene oan Dorn Jones Johnny Fe Darkstrom Secret heapor P 
Ff KC y 


Hurry! Create your own imaginary wrestler and have him face off against any 
of these IWA veterans—there’s no waiting and 


x * &* NO ENTRY FEE! * x x 


Battle one, two, or all ten of these fierce competitors. We'll immediately put 


your wrestler in one of our 100+ exciting leagues and send him in the nng ena eae 
with the opponents you chose! You will receive the match results, the official peter 
IWA Handbook, and your membership card right away! Plus, your wrestler Pp iemar stk 
will be entered in our Rookie Brawl, and the winner gets an engraved plaque! Spain 
sng 
The Imaginary Wrestling Association is the orginal and the best play-by-mail CANE CLUTCH 
wrestling organization anywhere. Matches still cost just $1 each, the same Cee. 
low price we started with in 1985! And it’s the ONLY place where you can win LOT Se an 
an ACTUAL CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING BELT! FO ce 
INDIAN DEATH LOCK 
: 4 bi : NECKBREAK' 
So take us on! Find out if you’re tough enough to handle the best! Fill out the PILEDRIVER | 
coupon below or a copy of it today and mail it with $1% for each opponent to: POWER SLAM 
SLEEPER : 
IWA Challenge SLINGSHOT SUPLEX 
SMALL 
* *x* * Box 5275 * * * SPINE BUSTER 
Willowick, Ohio 44095 SUPERPLEX 
© 1994 SC. All Rights Reserved 
Ree ee ne ee ee eee ee ee eS eS a ae 
1 Wear-Down Holds: Choose 10 from the list of 60 shown al left List them 
in the order to be used. Use eath hold only once f 
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I scores 6 7 8 9 10 i 
4 Set-Up Holds: Choose 6 from the list of 30 shown at right Lisl them in § 
{\ CITY. STATE, ZIP the order to be used. Use each hold only once | 
il 1 2 3 4 5 i 
i WRESTLER'S NAME (NO ACTUAL PRO WRESTLER NAMES, PLEASE) Finishing Hold: Create your custom final maneuver or choose a hold j 
from the 90 shown, Limit the length to 20 letlers and spaces 
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Choke-slamming a security 
guard is an act that’s sure to 
earn The Giant some cheers 
from his fans (above). Ditto for 
threatening Doug Dellinger, 
WCW’s head of security (right). 
Those acts won’t, however, 
advance his career. 


ls TheiGirant 
Choke2siamming 
His Career 


By Harry Burkett 


ACK IN THE Old West, they 

called the Colt .45 “the great 

equalizer.” When you had a 
trusty Colt, you could level any foe 
of any size whether you were a griz- 
zled gunfighter, a four-eyed East- 
erner, or a shy saloon girl. Your sil- 
ver piece made you as tough as any- 
body out there. 

At one time, The Giant was 
WCW’s great equalizer. Line up 
Hogan, Nash, Hall, Syxx, and the 
rest. The Giant could strike them all 
down with one blow. 

Or so everyone thought. 

The Giant's departure from the 
New World Order last December 
seemed like good news for WCW. 
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but maybe it was too good to be true. 
This phenomenal athlete, only in his 
second year as a pro, was going to be 
WCW’s primary weapon in a full 
frontal assault on the NWO. 

His impressive track record was 
undeniable. The previous year, the 
rookie wonder had come close to pin- 
ning Hulk Hogan and had beaten Ric 
Flair cleanly for the WCW World title. 
In addition to his title win, The Giant 
claimed PWI’s 1996 Rookie of the 
Year Award, Wrestler of the Year 
Award, and was number two in last 


year’s “PWI 500.” All this in spite of 


the chronic mismanagement of Kevin 
Sullivan and Jimmy Hart. 

Everything, though, went downhill 
when he lost the WCW World title to 
Hogan in August 1996. Unable to cope 
with his loss, The Giant became an 
NWO stooge. 
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Mistake. 

It may have taken him just four 
months to see the error of his ways, 
but his offensive against the NWO 
hasn’t been nearly as effective as 
everyone thought it would be. A mis- 
guided, directionless Giant has 
emerged. 

It’s all his fault. His uncontrollable 
rage is playing right into Hogan and 
Bischoff’s hands. 

The Giant came very close to re- 
gaining the title at the NWO’s Souled 
Out pay-per-view in January. But with 


a little outside interference and help 
from referee Nick Patrick, Hogan 
retained the belt—and The Giant lay 
helpless on the canvas as Kevin Nash, 
Scott Hall, and Hogan gleefully spray- 
painted his back. 

The Giant foolishly blamed himself 
for that humiliation. And he has been 
obsessed with the NWO ever since. 
Yes, it’s admirable of him to be so 
determined to crush the insurgent 
group, but he shouldn’t forget about 
advancing his own career, too. 

In the main event at Spring 


Stampede, The Giant found himself 


competing in a four-way elimination 
match with Luger and Harlem Heat, 
with the winner to receive a shot at 
Hogan’s title. With victory clearly at 
hand, The Giant tagged in Luger, who 
quickly forced Stevie Ray to submit to 
the “torture rack.” 

Mistake. 

So the “Total Package” gladly 
accepted the title opportunity—and 
The Giant waved his chance goodbye 

“Since when is an act of friendship 
seen as a bad career choice?” Luger 
asked incredulously. “I’ll admit it, dur- 
ing my 12 years in this sport, no one 
has ever done me such a favor. What 
was I supposed to do, turn it down? 
That World title shot wasn’t only a gift 
to me. It was a symbol to WCW and 


all the fans out there. It was a show of \ 


solidarity between pro-WCW forces 
and fans should be happy.” 

Maybe Luger has a valid point, 
maybe not. But that doesn’t explain 
The Giant’s senseless feud with 


~~’ The Giant realized after only a few 
months that joining the NWO was a 
mistake. Since he left the group 
last December, he has been ob- 
sessed to a fault with destroying it. 


— ——— 


The Giant probably would have 
beaten Hulk Hogan at NWO 
Souled Out if not for the interfer- 
ence of other NWO members and 
the biased officiating of Nick 
Patrick. Has he forgotten about 
his quest to beat Hogan for the 
WCW belt? 


Bischoff. He has even attacked refer- 
ees in his blind rage. 

Mistake. 

How does choke-slamming Bischoff 
get him any closer to eradicating the 
NWO? Or closer to championship gold? 

“Come on, you can’t blame The 
Giant for wanting to get his paws on 
that sniveling coward Bischoff!” 
asserted Larry Zbyszko, who has also 
lost his cool when dealing with the 
NWO. “Bischoff is like a pesky mos- 
quito. He may only be a little insect, 
but he'll bug the hell out of you until 
you get him off your back. 

“But The Giant has to deal with 
Bischoff in the right way. He’s gotta 
sit down, even if he needs a pencil and 
piece of paper to do it, and map out a 
strategy against Bischoff. Maybe 
that’s what he has to do with every- 
thing. Sitting in a jail cell isn’t going 
to help him.” 

Of course, Zbyszko is referring to the 
restraining orders that forbids him and 
The Giant from going within 50 feet of 

(Continued on page 56) 
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Shane Douglas hoists the ECW belt over his head as he and Francine leave the ring at the end of 
Hardcore Heaven. It was his third ECW title win, and, he says, it once again proved he’s the promo- 
tion’s best wrestler. 


SHANE DOUGLAS 


14 A ioe FRANCHISE” IS officially “The Franchise” once again. 
After two years of trying—interrupted by a brief stint as Dean Douglas in 
the WWF—Shane Douglas has finally regained the ECW heavyweight 
championship. At ECW’s second pay-per-view, Hardcore Heaven, he defeated reign- 
ing champion Sabu and former champion Terry Funk in an ultraviolent three-way 
dance. After Sabu was eliminated, Shane used a series a belly-to-belly suplexes on 
the 53-year-old Funk before pinning him. 

When Douglas entered what was then Eastern Championship Wrestling in 1993, 
many doubted whether the young scientific star could survive on a long-term basis, 
let alone excel at a championship level. But as Eastern Championship Wrestling was 
evolving into Extreme Championship Wrestling, Douglas, once a clean-cut, soft-spo- 
ken fan favorite, was changing as well. 

His defining moment came in August 1994, when, after winning the NWA title in 
an ECW-hosted tournament, he threw down the belt in disgust, trashed the organiza- 
tion, and proclaimed himself the ECW World heavyweight champion. Shane Douglas 
was Officially not a nice guy anymore. 

With ECW now growing in recognition and popularity, Douglas is determined to 
be at the helm of the promotion. He has forsaken the WWF and WCW and is dedi- 
cated to ECW (although you'd never know it from watching the way he treats fans 
and officials). With head cheerleader Francine at his side, Douglas wants to rule 
ECW—and it’s his way:or no way. 

Senior Editor Bill Apter, Senior Writer Steve Anderson, and Contributing Editor 
Matt Brock met with Douglas after a recent ECW event in Massachusetts. Douglas 
had a lot to say about his future as champion, current and former ECW wrestlers, and 
the relationship his promotion has had with the WWF. 
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BILL APTER: Shane— 

SHANE DOUGLAS: I’m going 
to stop you right there, Apter. 
First of all, you and all of your 
cohorts can call me “The Fran- 
chise” or champ. It’s a designa- 
tion that | have earned, and | 
expect to be treated with the 
respect you would afford any 
other world champion. 

APTER: But Shane—or “Fran- 
chise”—you must know that we 
don’t recognize your belt as a 
world title. 


66 These ECW 
fans think they 
know hardcore ... 
Hardcore is a state 
of mind. It’s not 
about using guard 
rails and road signs 
as weapons. When 
you get in the ring 
with me, you learn 
what hardcore 


is all about.9 9 


DOUGLAS: Not too fond of 
your teeth, are you, Apter? That’s 
your problem, not mine. You and 
your editorial staff idiots have a 
problem with perception. You're 
more than willing to give that 
recognition to an ingrate like 
Bret Hart or a semi-active has- 
been like Hulk Hogan. But when 
a real world champion is sitting 
right in front of your face, well, 
you just can’t see the forest for 
the trees. 

STEVE ANDERSON: You men- 
tioned Bret Hart, which brings up 
an interesting question. How has 
ECW’s relationship with the WWF 
affected you? 

DOUGLAS: Straight to the 
point. | like that. Well, Anderson, 
it goes like this. Whenever Paul E. 
and the rest of the people who 


run ECW want to kiss up to Vince 
McMahon, they are more than 
welcome. But don’t expect me to 
lower myself unless I have an 
opportunity to take on one of 
their champions. You know how | 
feel about Bret Hart. And the 
Intercontinental champ, Steve 
Austin? Please. Last time | saw 
him in ECW, he was getting his 
butt whipped by little Mikey 
Whipwreck. He tucked his tail 
between his legs and ran. Now 
they say he’s the toughest guy in 
the WWF. That’s a joke. And do 
they even have tag team champs 
there anymore? 

MATT BROCK: So it’s safe to 
say that you’re not pleased with 
the current arrangement. 

DOUGLAS: | could not care 
less about what they do. If a 
bunch of ECW guys like Rob Van 
Dam, Sabu, and Bill Alfonso want 
to pledge allegiance to the WWF 
logo, go right ahead. If they want 
to be Team WWF in ECW, that’s 
fine, too. Just stay out of my way, 
because “The Franchise” is in 
control now, and no one will 
take this belt from me. 

APTER: Let’s get back to talk- | 
ing about that belt. Which 
encounter was more difficult, 
the first three-way dance with 
Funk and Sabu a few years 
ago, or the most recent? 

DOUGLAS: The 
first one went to an 
hour, and they 
had the nerve to 
call it a draw. | 
beat the living 
hell out of 
Funk and Sabu 
the first time 
around. | 
wanted a 
victory, 
that’s all. 
That’s what 
motivated me 
in this rematch. | _ 
have been saying for “ 
years that | won that 
match and that I’m bet- 

(Continued on page 60) 
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The relationship between Shawn Michaels and 
WWF fans was pretty good until he accidentally 
(?) cost The Undertaker the WWF title when he hit 
him with a chair at SummerSlam (below). Now 
when he serves as guest commentator on WWF 
telecasts, he’s downright unbearable (bottom). 


ay . ” f 
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By Bryan Ethier 


E HAVE PITIED Shawn 
" Michaels. We have ap- 
’ plauded Shawn Michaels. 


We have adored Shawn Michaels. 
We have hated Shawn Michaels. 
We have, through all our mixed 
feelings, mused over and analyzed 
Shawn Michaels. 

We have, truth be told, wasted 
a lot of emotion on Shawn Mi- 
chaels. Perhaps it’s time to think 
about someone other than Shawn 
Michaels. 

That would be easy to do if Mr. 
Narcissism were not still utterly pre- 
occupied with his own foundering 
career and ebbing popularity. But 
haven’t we been down this road 
before with “The Heartbreak Kid”? 
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“Nobody steals my 
spotlight,” Michaels “The Heartbreak Kid” has be- 
come so obnoxious that some 
Americans might cheer for Bret 


warned the world, his 
fans, his opponents, Hart should the two ever meet 
even WWF Commis- again (right). Shawn couldn't 
sioner Sgt. Slaughter [A aaa naan 
recently. this year (below). 
Since his contro- 
versial performance as 
guest referee in the SummerSlam 
97 WWF title match between Bret 
Hart and The Undertaker, Mi- : 
chaels has found himself directly BS: , 
in the hot spotlight. To recap: . 
Twenty-six minutes into the Hart- 
Undertaker match, Hart applied a 
“sharpshooter” on The Undertaker 
around the ringpost. Michaels 
tried to break the hold, but 
Undertaker kicked Hart into 
Michaels, knocking the ref down. 
While the stunned Michaels lay on 
the mat, Hart smashed a metal 
chair over Undertaker’s head. , . | 
When Michaels finally made it " ~~ | 
| 


back into the ring, he asked Hart if 
Hart had wielded the chair against 
’Taker. Hart spat in Michaels’ 
face. Piqued, Michaels grabbed 
the idle chair and tried to hit Hart 
in the face with it. He missed, 
however, and struck ‘Taker, send- 
ing the big man tumbling to the 
mat. Hart jumped up and made 
the pin, which Michaels counted 
as legitimate. 

Since that night, Michaels has 
had to shoulder relentless criti- 
cism and cruel epithets hurled 
from former fans. During various 
editions of Raw Is War, fans have 
even chanted derogatory slurs 
that cut to the core of his being. 

“| had a job to do, and | did it,” 
he responded angrily. “If the 
WWF and those who run it don’t 
have the [guts] to take responsi- 
bility for matters in the federation, 
that’s their problem.” 

From there, Michaels went off 
on a harangue against anyone 
associated with the federation. He 
even called Vince McMahon a 
“nimred.” 
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Michaels took his paranoia 
against the WWF a step further by 
announcing that he would require 
a “life insurance policy,” stating, 
essentially, that the fans and the 
organization were all against him. 

“We’ve been there and seen 
this before from Shawn,” said 
broadcaster Jim Ross. “Remem- 
ber when he hired Diesel to be his 
bodyguard? He eventually turned 
against him. What about ‘Psycho’ 
Sid as a bodyguard? Didn’t work. 
Shawn Michaels is only interested 
in making people listen to his arro- 
gant, paranoid ravings.” 

That theory became truth when 
Michaels, during a match with 
Mankind, introduced the world to 
his new enforcer, Rick Rude. 
Rude, about as pleasant as his 
surname suggests, clobbered 
Mankind in the head with a chair, 
which allowed Michaels to score 
an easy win. 

“Sleaze time again for Shawn 
Michaels,” said Owen 
Hart. “And he insults 
my brother, geez. 
Bret would never turn 


Michaels was flattered when he was 
voted PWI’s Most Popular Wrestler of 
the Year for the second straight year 
in 1996. Don’t count on making it 
three in a row, HBK! 


against his country 
and its people. That’s 
exactly what Shawn 
the weasel did.” 

Okay. here we go 
again. Why did Mi- 
chaels turn against the 
world and why does 
he once again have 
such a bad attitude? 

“| never knew he 
had a good attitude,” 
commented one fan 
favorite. “You should 
see him in the locker 
room; he spends most 
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the mirror. It’s impossible to be 
around him. He’s so damn full of 
himself.” 

Even McMahon, once utterly 
enamored of Michaels, can’t stand 
his selfishness. 

“That's all Shawn has these 
days—his image,” commented 
Marty Jannetty, his former tag 
team partner. “He has no belt 
and no title matches. He can 
never seem to get back in the 
ring with Bret Hart. Aside from 
reputation, Shawn right now is a 
no-show.” 

Therein perhaps lies the bitter- 
ness clutched so tightly by 
Michaels. Consider that over the 
last year,.Michaels has been side- 
lined with a bad knee and, some 
insiders say, a bad funk. He has 
wrestled only semi-regularly since 
he gave up the WWF title in 
February, and insiders say his 
weakened knee might never allow 
him to wrestle a full schedule 


again. His popularity has been 
eclipsed by Steve Austin and, in 
Canada, The Hart Foundation. 
Even newcomers such as The 
Patriot and Dude Love elicit more 
cheers from the fans than 
Michaels. 

To some, Michaels is the three- 
year-old suddenly lost in the 
excitement of a new child. In this 
case, the new child is any one of 
the aforementioned wrestlers. 
Michaels’ response to his own fail- 
ure is to further seek attention. If 
he can’t win and can’t fight, at 
least he can whine and moan. 

“Failure is a jealous woman,” 
said wrestling psychologist Dr. 
Sidney M. Basil. “The more you 
want to resist it, the more you are 
drawn to it. Shawn keeps pointing 
fingers at others because he isn’t 
strong enough to point fingers at 
himself. Shawn’s problem is he 
doesn’t realize he is the problem. 
He no ORD has this superhero 


° 


image to fall back on. 
Injuries, losses, and 
exhaustion have 
caused him more 
heartbreak than he will 
acknowledge. His solu- 
tion to all problems is 
to blame everyone 
|. else and then defend 
himself against per- 
ceived enemies.” 

Are these the ac- 
tions of an emotionally 
healthy individual? 
Perhaps not. But don’t 
worry, Michaels will 
come out of it, as he 
has before. We'll see 
that swagger of old as 

_he straps another belt 

around his waist. But 
. first we'll have to suf- 
| fer through his end- 
less scathing diatribes 
against the WWF and 
its fans. 

It’s really getting 


of his time in front of |... | tiresome, Shawn. 
1 
' 


— ee 
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Believe it or not, there is 
more to WCW than just its 
battle with the New World 
Order. WCW better watch 
out! A less-heralded 
group of wrestlers might 
be leading WCW into the 
next century 


By Steve Anderson 


OR MORE THAN a year 

now, WCW has been dealing 

with an insurgence. Since 
the inception of the New World 
Order in July 1996, the promotion 
has been on the defensive, trying 
to protect itself against a hostile 
takeover in both its rings and its 
front office. But there may be a 
new order for everyone to worry 
about. 

In the midst of all the battles, 
there has been a segment of 
wrestlers who have been over- 
N looked at times. While we focus 

™) so much of our attention on 

Hogan vs. Luger, Hogan vs. 
AR Sting, Giant vs. Nash, Flair vs. 

Syxx, and Savage vs. Page, a 

new group has been on the rise. 

This group doesn’t have its own 

T-shirts or familiar hand signals. 

It doesn’t even have a competi- 

tor who placed in the top 10 of 
the “PW/ 500.” But this group 
may well represent the future of 
WCW. And it might be taking over 
sooner than anyone expects. 

All right, we'll come right out 
and admit it: It’s not a group at all. 
Each one of the men we're talking 
about represents a certain faction 
" in the federation (good, bad, con- 
“4 fused, NWO), but they all have 
Hone thing in common. They are 
N promising stars who also just 
happen to catch the eyes of 

~ female fans. They are WCW's 
< S young studs. 
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CHRIS JERICHO 


A few months ago, Jericho was in danger of becoming WCW’s invisible man. He had entered the feder- 
ation a year earlier with what seemed like unlimited potential. WCW fans quickly took to the newcomer, 
and he got the attention of promoters by piling up wins in key matches right away. Then a lengthy losing 

streak caused those same promoters to 
Chris quickly forget the young “Lion Heart.” 
Atlas) S fess? But Jericho lost the cloak of 
eraanenetemmerdm invisibility when he upended Syxx 
eM okiacem for the WCW cruiserweight title in 
aoe ane ees June. Suddenly, the spotlight was 
era vanpeeeweteg uring bright on him. He was 
perstars come the back in featured bouts. He lost the 
turn of the cen- title to Alex Wright a month later, 
eo: but, with his confidence still soaring, 
he needed only two weeks to win it for a 

second time. 

Jericho is the hottest cruiserweight in WCW 
right now, but he has shown that he can mix it up 
with the big boys as well. Like Dean Malenko and 
Alex Wright, Jericho could likely use this reign as 
a springboard to title wins in the heavyweight 
division. He would need to prove himself more 
against heavyweights if he wanted ‘to remain one 
of WCW’s elite athletes for years to come. 


ALEX WRIGHT = 


People didn’t know what to think of Wright when the fact that you 
| he first entered WCW. Here was a new face with AAA AaaaaeetniAi ated 
_ tremendous talent, but “Das Wunderkind” insist- JiNSErT Perrone style 
ed on performing what many fans dubbed the BY OUISe Cian un mult 
_ “armpit dance” before every match. When Wright | Say evacanicene biel 
_ settled in to his newfound home, he dropped the WaRsyAN Sans tary: 
_ dance routine and picked up numerous victories times earlier this 
and earned title shots. He was also voted Rookie of yeRr: 
the Year for 1995 by readers of this magazine. ; 
Like Jericho, Wright soon fell from favor and out of sight. But 
unlike Jericho, Wright changed his philosophy and wrestling style 
- drastically in order to re-establish himself. High-flying and scien- 
_ tific moves were replaced by fists, kicks, illegal moves, and a 
nasty new attitude. And yes, he brought back that dreaded 
“armpit dance.” The combination has worked thus far. This sum- 
~ mer he captured both the cruiserweight and TV titles. 
Wright, a pro only since 1994, is already showing the resilien- 
~ cy and maturity of a veteran. Instead of incessant grousing over 
his cruiserweight title loss, Wright focused his attention on anoth- 
er belt. That focus definitely paid off. 
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MARCUS BAGWELL 


It's hard to believe that “Buff? has been in WCW | 
for more than six years. His formative years were _ 
spent primarily in tag teams. He won WCW World | 
tag titles with 2 Cold Scorpio (Flash Funk), The 
Patriot, and Scotty Riggs. 

Every time he found a new partner, Bagwell 
changed his image. But his transformation after join- 
ing the NWO was the most dramatic, both in terms 

of his physical appearance and style. After join- 

Bagwell ing the insurgent group, Bagwell gained 
has been domi- much-needed confidence in his own abili- 
alee teh ieee fs ties. Perhaps “Buff” is finally being himself. 
team partner Scotty For now he is 100 percent anti-WCW, 
Tieermen Mums Out Bagwell is always willing to change. His 
iat eet A knowledge of the inner workings of the | 
should be really New World Order combined with his 
great. improved, aggressive style could make him a 
future asset to WCW. 


STEVIE RICHARDS 


A few months ago, people were pegging Richards as a 
future ECW champion, so it was not surprising that WCW 
came calling. Perhaps they see a future champion in Richards 
as well—a champion in WCW, that is. Although many will 
accuse him of regressing by reuniting with Raven (to whom he 
| Once served as lackey in ECW), Richards gained tremendous 
_ confidence during his time away when he formed the Blue 
World Order. That’s the Stevie Richards that WCW noticed. 
Many compare Richards to Shawn Michaels, but upon clos- 
er look, that comparison doesn’t really work that well. True, 
his movements in the ring are natural and fluid, and he is able 
to compete against men much larger and compensate for his 
lack of size with lightning-quick moves, including the “Stevie- 
kick.” But unlike Michaels, Richards has a wide-eyed enthusi- 
asm for his profession. It shows. 
Richards has already had an impact in WCW, ~ Stevie 
and his stint with the BWO in ECW proved to Richards has 
everyone that he could indeed be a leader. EC oho 
So WCW’s future won't necessarily be #7eiwuriatenm mela 
dictated by the New World Order. Over the PASSA Ci RAUL Bag 
past year, men like Luger, Giant, and Page Vivweneeabe™ pic bee f 
have tried and failed to control the growth of him as one of the lead- 
the group. Perhaps it’s time for new soldiers ers of WCW’s new 
to lead the charge in WCW, whether that es oF 
means battling the NWO or helping to foster the 
growth of WCW. hese four men are our choices. O 
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AHMED 
JOHNSON 


How He Led Rocky 
Maivia To The Nation Of 
Damnation! 


5-0) 
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By Bryan Ethier 


IRST THE PAIN in Ahmed 
Frecinsons injured knee inten- 

sified. Then the dull ache in 
his heart spread through body and 
soul. 

He watched his TV as his worst 
nightmare unfolded before his 
eyes. 

As if it were occurring in. slow- 
motion, Johnson saw his former 
protege, Rocky Maivia, slide into 
the ring, hoist a metal chair above 
his head, and slam it into the face 
of an unwitting Chainz. Chainz, 
the foe of Nation of Domination 
leader Faaroog, folded like, well, a 
chair. Faarooq, quick to act on 
Maivia’s timely interference, 
pounced on his battered foe to 
score the pin. Moments later, 
Maivia stood alongside Faarooq 
and raised his fist in support of his 
new colleague. Maivia was now 
an official member of the Nation of 
Domination. 

For Maivia, this night was re- 


demption for the chorus of boos 
that greeted him every time he 
walked into an arena. 

For Johnson, it was an unfortu- 
nate conclusion to his relationship 
with Maivia, one that was once that 
of mentor to student. 

Emotions swirled among these 
wrestlers like mini hurricanes over 
a troubled sea. The shocking align- 
ment of Maivia with this controver- 
sial wrestling cult stunned John- 
son, making him wonder if he 
should take a “Pe~’ Siver plunge” 
into retirement. 

“Ahmed Johnso nolds himself 
responsible for the transformation 
of Rocky Maivia into his own man, 
and he should,” Faaroog said after 
the match. “Johnson’s only smart 
decision was joining the Nation of 
Domination, for it gave Rocky 
Maivia the opportunity to see a real 
organization at work. We breathe, 
think, and walk respect. That’s why 
Rocky is here and Ahmed Johnson 
is at home taking aspirin to cure his 
aching knee.” 


Certainly Faarooq presents one 
side of a story that will have lasting 
repercussions. But there seems to 
be more to Maivia’s joining the 
NOD. It is no secret around the 
WWF that early in 1997, Johnson 
frequently warned Maivia about the 
group. 

“They'd ruin you,” he warned 
Maivia one night after the NOD 
sent the young man another re- 
cruitment form. 

But Johnson’s advice fell upon 
Maivia’s deaf ears. After a brief I-C 
title reign, Maivia struggled to 
regain the form that had quickly 
catapulted him to the top of the 
WWF. Then, after yet another dis- 
couraging loss, Maivia injured his 
knee and was sidelined for a few 
months. The loss of the belt, loss 
of his income, and loss of the fans’ 
respect (they apparently thought 
he was too nice) all punctured his 
self-esteem. 

So despite Johnson’s warnings, 
Maivia bought into the NOD philos- 
ophy: Give us respect. 
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“Die, Rocky, die—that’s the grat- 
itude | get from you pieces of crap,” 
a bitter Maivia said to the crowd 
the night he joined. “This isn’t 
about color; it’s about respect.” 

Is it? 

Said Faaroog of Johnson: “Under 
all that thick black skin, there’s a 
white man trying to break out.” 

Maybe Ahmed Johnson was 
excommunicated from the NOD 
because he lacked the proper re- 
spect for the group and its philoso- 
phies. Perhaps Maivia embodies 
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the qualities Faaroog demands in 
his members. Maybe the issues 
are purely black and white. 

But lost among these dissenting 
opinions is the truth. The truth is 
that Ahmed Johnson never truly 
belonged in the NOD. He had, in 
fact, a secret agenda when he 
accepted membership into.the 
group. 

“Ahmed Johnson told me in con- 
fidence that he joined the Nation to 
help clean it up, to give it a con- 
science,” said one WWF wrestler 
who wished to remain anonymous. 
“He expected to make those guys 
more open to opposing ideas and 
cultures. He dreamed of the day 
when groups like the Nation and 
the DOA could ride off into the sun- 
set on Harleys.” 

Johnson’s dream included 
Maivia. Johnson, during his off- 
time, counseled the young Maivia 
and worked to build in him a sys- 
tem of beliefs that would help oth- 
ers both in and out of wrestling. 

A few days after the group 
dumped Johnson, and just a few 
days before Maivia’s betrayal, 
Johnson received word that Faa- 
roog had again approached his dis- 
ciple. 

Ignore them, Rocky, Johnson 
thought. You don’t know what 
they'll turn you into. Look how vio- 

(Continued on page 58) 
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DUDE LOVE 


Have Mercy! 


Cactus Jack ... Born Mick Foley in 1965 ... Trained under Dominic DeNucci and 
made his pro debut on June 24, 1983, defeating Kurt Kaufman ... Joined Robert 
Fuller's Stud Stable in 1988 ... Won the CWA tag team title with Gary Young ... Lost 
the belts, then a loser-leaves-town match to Fuller and Jimmy Golden ... Later moved 
to WCW and hooked up with Kevin Sullivan ... Became known for his high-risk maneu- 
vers ... Left WCW in 1990 and competed in IWCCW and the USWA .... Joined the new 
UWF and feuded with Don Muraco, Sunny Beach, ond Brian Blair ... Had a bloody, 
violent feud with Eddie Gilbert in the Tri-State Wrestling Alliance ... Returned to WCW 
on a mission to torment Sting ... Defeated Van Hammer in o falls-count-anywhere 
match on January 21, 1992, in which Jack pinned Hammer in a pile of dirt outside the 
arena after Abdullah the Butcher mistakenly bashed Hammer with a shovel ... Had a 
bloody feud with Abdullah ... In one match, Jack raked pieces of glass across 
Abdullah's head and wrist ... Lost to Ron Simmons at SuperBrawl Il. Afterward, 
Abdullah helped Jack brutalize Simmons ... A scheduled match pitting Junkyard Dog 
and Simmons against Mr. Hughes and Jack never took place as 
Jack attacked Dog on the runway leading to the ring ... Was 
attacked by Paul Orndorff prior to Clash of the Cham- 
pions XXII on January 13, 1993 ... Stunned everyone 
by coming to the rescue of fan favorites Sting and Dustin 
Rhodes in a cage match at the Clash. Jack went affer Paul 
Orndorff and scored the pin after a powerful elbowsmash 
..» Beat Orndorff in a falls-count-anywhere match at 
SuperBrawl Ill on February 21, 1993, but suffered a beat- 
ing as Orndorff continually pounded on Jack’s oft-injured 
right knee ... Nearly had his career ended when he got 
power-bombed by Vader on April 21 in Atlanta. Suffered a 
severe concussion and periodic spells of amnesia after 
being twice dropped onto the concrete floor ... 
Amazingly, Jack came back from the injury and vowed 
revenge. He battled Vader in a Texas death match at 
Halloween Havoc on October 24 ... Jack dominated, but 
Vader won when Race stunned Jack with an electric prod- 
der ... Teamed with Maxx Payne to beat Tex Slazenger and 
Shanghai Pierce at Starrcade '93 ... Beat WCW World tag team champions The Nasty 
Boys in a non-title match at Clash of the Champions XXVI ... The Nastys saved their 
belts by losing to Jack and Payne by DQ at SuperBrawl IV on February 20, 1994 .... 
The feud intensified as they batiled again in a Chicago streetfight at Spring Stampede 
on April 17. A pool cue, lead pipe, and shovel were among the weapons used before 
Jerry Sags pinned Jack ... Finally won the title, but with Sullivan as his partner. 
Sullivan was hell-bent for revenge against the Nastys for an attack on his brother, 
Dave. Jack and Sullivan defeated them in a falls-count-anywhere bout at Slamboree 
‘94 when Jack pinned Jerry Sags. Former Philadelphia Flyers hockey player Dave 
Schultz was the guest referee . .. Schultz hit Sags with a hockey stick, which led to the 
pin ... Their reign didn’t lost long; Paul Roma and Paul Orndorff beat them for the 
belts at Bash at the Beach on July 17, 1994, when Orndorff pinned Jack as Roma held 
Jack's legs during the count ... Jack and Sullivan's relationship was always shaky, and 
it turned into a full-fledged war after they lost the belts. Jack battled Sullivan in a loser- 
leaves-WCW match at Fall Brawl '94 on September 18 and lost ... Started wrestling in 
ECW and lost to Sabu in a frenzied match during which Paul £, Dangerously clocked 
Cactus in the head ... On August 27, 1994, he teamed with Mikey Whipwreck to beat 
Public Enemy for the ECW tag belts ... Lost the belts to Public Enemy three months 
later ... Defeated Sabu in a falls-count-anywhere match ... Jack quickly became one 
of the best drawing cards in ECW because of his reckless style ... Also teamed with 
Brian Lee in Smoky Mountain ... Jack and Tracey Smothers beat Boo Bradley and 
Chris Candido on December 25, 1994, in Knoxville, Tennessee ... Afterward, Candido 
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turned against Bradley, and Jack came to his rescue ... Shane Douglas rescued Jack 
from a beating at the hands of Terry Funk and The Sandman on an ECW card on 
February 25, 1995 ... Batfled The Colorado Kid for the Ozark Mountain Wrestling 
heavyweight title on March 20, 1995... The violent match ended when Man Mountain 
Mike tried to help Kid, but Cactus and manager Freddie Fargo slammed him into Kid's 
leg. Jack then pinned Kid for the belt ... Kid regained the belt from Jack shortly after- 
ward ... Moved up in the ECW ratings and beat Sandman, the ECW heavyweight cham- 
pion, by DQ ... Turned against partners Tommy Dreamer and The Pit Bulls during an 
August 5 ECW card. He DDT'd Dreamer and helped Raven pin him ... During a match 
against Dreamer at the ECW Arena in October 1995, Jack tossed a burning chair, which 
had a gasoline-soaked towel around it, toward the ropes. The towel flew off the chair 
and landed on the back of Terry Funk. Funk's shirt and pants ignited as he grabbed the 
towel and tossed it into the first row of fans. Fans were hit by fire extinguisher fumes 
and, fortunately, the fire was put out. Funk was taken to a hospital for treatment... 
Mikey Whipwreck beat 2 Cold Scorpio, who had been both the TV champ and co-hold- 
er of the ECW tag belts, on December 29 in Rego Park, New York. 

Jack interfered on Whipwreck’s behalf. In accordance with 

a prematch stipulation, Whipwreck also got the tag title, 

and he chose Jack as his partner ... Lost the belts to The 

Eliminators on February 3, 1996 ... Made his WWF debut 

in March 1996 as Mankind and immediately made head- 

lines with his mandible claw, a hold in which he jammed two 

of his fingers into an opponent's esophagus ... Hid in The 

Undertaker’s casket during Undertaker’s match against 

Goldust on May 28, 1996, and caused Undertaker to lose 

... Defeated Undertaker at King of the Ring ‘96 after Paul 

Bearer, Undertaker’s manager, accidentally struck ‘Taker 

with his urn... That caused a rift between Undertaker 

and Bearer ... Mankind interfered in an Undertaker- 

Goldust match at In Your House IX by tearing through the 

bottom of the ring and attacking Undertaker. They 

fought their way to the boiler room of Vancouver's 

General Motors Place ... Vowed to destroy Undertaker at 

SummerSlam '96 in their boiler room brawl, The winner would 

be the first man to make it from the arena’s boiler room to the ring and claim the urn 
from Bearer. Bearer, though, refused to give Undertaker the urn, and instead gave it 
to Mankind. And that was all for the five-year relationship between Bearer and 
Undertaker; now Bearer was Mankind’s manager ... With Bearer suspended above 
the ring, Undertaker beat Mankind at Survivor Series on November 17, 1996... 
Interfered in the Undertaker-Executioner Armageddon match at In Your House on 
December 15, 1996. The three men batiled back to the dressing room. Security 
guards had to place the crazed Mankind in a straitjacket ... Got shots at WWF World 
champion “Psycho” Sid ... Was eliminated by Undertaker after 48 minutes at the 
1997 Royal Rumble ... Teamed with former rival Vader and lost to World tag champs 
Owen Hart and Davey Boy Smith at WrestleMania XII] ... Was the victim of 
Undertaker’s “tombstone” piledriver in a loss at In Your House on April 20, 1997... 
Lost to Hunter Hearst Helmsley in the final of the 1997 King of the Ring tournament 
... Did a series of interviews with WWF commentator Jim Ross in which he was shown 
wrestling in his backyard as a teenager. Back then, Jack had called himself Dude Love. 
Said he always wanted to be a heartthrob like Shawn Michaels ... On July 14, 1997, 
Steve Austin needed a partner for his match against tag champions Owen Hart and 
Davey Boy Smith ... Midway through the match, Dude Love made his first appear- 
ance, and they beat Hart and Smith for the belts ... But they had to vacate the belts 
when Austin got injured... Whether he is known as Cactus Jack, Mankind, or Dude 
Love, this crazed star has always been one of the most exciting and off-beat wrestlers 
in the world. That won't change. O 


a JANUARY /1998 435 


_ this month in... 


onus aca ane r stipe ze BiG FLAME VVC AMAL REACHED THE TOP OF SPACE MURAD 
: sa 
ne | 


& 
= 
= 
g 
w 
= 
eB 


FIRST OWEN... 
THEN ‘TAKER. 
THEN HOGAN 


Don't miss our 1998 calendar and datebook! | Title changes, title changes, and more title 
.. It's turkey time! No, we don’t mean changes! What’s going on? First STEVE 
Thanksgiving. We’re talking about the AUSTIN stunned even himself with his |-C 
“Turnbuckle Turkey” Awards. The worst of | title win, then SHAWN MICHAELS practically 
the worst. We have awards for a quitter, a handed the WWF title to BRET HART, then 
freeloader, an egomaniac, a man who started | LEX LUGER won and lost the WCW World 


a ridiculous verbal war between two title to HULK HOGAN. We'll explain why 
countries, the wife from hell, and more. See | you're likely to see even more title changes 
if your favorite turkey is here! ... Were in the near future ... RIC FLAIR feels as if he 
the STEINERS smart to hire TED DiBIASE has finally reached the top of Space 
as their manager, or have they ruined their Mountain. He’ll tell you what he means ... 
own careers? ... We'll tell you how and why What was DEAN MALENKO’S reaction to 
THE PATRIOT has risked his career being ranked number one in the “PW/ 500”? 
for his country Find out in “Q & A” 
All this—and much more!— All this—and much more!— 
in the Holiday 1997 issue of in the Holiday 1997 issue of © 


Inside Wrestling The Wrestler 


for you? In a roundabout way, WCW is about to 

ask you that question. Though WCW has not con- 
firmed anything, at press time it seemed almost certain that 
the federation was going to start airing a live Thursday 
night show on TBS beginning in January. 

That’s good news—sort of. It obviously means that the 
people at Time Warner love the ratings numbers that WCW 
Monday Nitro is pulling in. They think if wrestling is a big 
hit on Monday nights on TNT, it could be a big hit on 
Thursday nights (the night that megahits Friends and 
Seinfeld air on NBC) on TBS, too. This means our 
sport is very strong right now, and that’s good. 

But then we also have to deal with that ugly “o” 
word. You know, overexposure. Even the most ob- 
sessed wrestling fans might not be able to fit two 
nights of live wrestling into their schedules every 
week (not to mention all the taped weekend shows 
and at least two pay-per-views each month). 

A lot of people (including many at this magazine) felt 
WCW was making a huge mistake when it decided to air 
Nitro opposite the WWF's established Monday Night 
Raw beginning in September 1995. Nitro now beats Raw 
in the ratings every week. Maybe fans will find time to 
watch a Thursday night show regularly, and find it more 
exciting than Nitro. But what if there is so much WCW 
wrestling on TV that people start to get sick of it? For 
WCW’s sake, we hope that doesn’t happen. 


He: MUCH WRESTLING is too much wrestling 


Pro WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
takes a close look at 
the latest developments 
in the most crucial battle 

in the sport’s history! 


What does this mean for the WWE? That’s hard to say, but 
it’s probably not good news. What if the fans who prefer to 
watch Raw on Mondays start tuning in to the Thursday night 
show and get hooked on WCW? Maybe then they’ll start 
switching over to Nitro on Mondays and Raw’s ratings will 
drop off even further. 

Unfortunately for the WWF, Vince McMahon doesn’t own 
a TV network, so he doesn’t have total control over when he 
can air his TV shows. 


Date Rating Households Main Event 


Mankind/'Taker-Michaels/Helmsley 
Hall/Nash-Luger/Page / 


no show 
48 


* J 7 + ne 


Cumulative: Nitro—3.14; Raw—2.60 


VOICE OF THE FANS 


“Let me get this straight now: Nitro is on from 7:55 p.m. 
until 10:00 p.m. (give or take an overtime match or two), 
with the replay starting right afterward. Nitro also goes for 
an occasional three hours. Now Raw has moved to 9 p.m. 
until 11 p.m. I guess this means Ill never get to see 
Monday Night Football again!”—Scott Loftis, Sod, WV 


“J think this war has gone on long enough. When it 
started, I was excited because it forced both promotions to 
kiss up to the fans for the better ratings. Now that fans are 
set in a pattern, though, the level of excitement and com- 
petition is starting to wane. There is no way either side 
can keep momentum in this war anymore, and they should 
call it a time-limit draw before the lack of enthusiasm 
starts to cut into their box office sales."—Joseph Garther, 
Sacramento, CA 
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“T heard that WCW is thinking of adding another week- 
night show on TBS to its lineup. This may be fun in the 
beginning, but it may be too much for the fans to watch in 
one week. If there’s too much to watch, the fans will soon 
get sick of wrestling.” —Stacey Simmons, Rochester, MN 


“I found a new reason to watch Nitro instead of Raw: the 
Nitro girls. Sure, all they do is dance between matches, but 
at least they seem to have a reason for being on the show, 
unlike Sunny on Raw.”—Eric Connor, Asheville, SC 


“I think Raw should be done from Canada every other 
week. The fans there hate the Americans, but at least the 
show was exciting. I disagree with the whole Hart 
Foundation’s agenda, but they do make Mondays interest- 
ing.”—Mike Rodney, Williamsport, PA 


VENDETTA 


LOOKING FOR A GREAT WRESTLING GAME? 
HERE’S THE ORIGINAL AND STILL THE BEST! 


Champions of the Galaxy has been wrestling’s hottest 
card game for eleven years! It’s only the most realistic game 
federation of all time! And we’ ye added new game editions 
that have taken the game to an even higher level! 


You play with wrestler playing cards, action charts and 
dice! You're the head promoter and there are over 200 awe- 
some wrestlers of the future at your fingertips! Each wres- 
tler playing card features a fantastic drawing on one side 
and offensive moves and game stats on the other side! 


Everything that happens in the WWF or WCW also 
happens in Champions of the Galaxy wrestling game! 
There's managers, valets, deadly special matches, talk 
show hosts. . . you name it! And you control all the action! 
You can even create your own wrestlers! 


If you haven't ordered yet do it NOW because we're 
hotter than ever! Accept no substitutes! 


VISIT WRESTLING’S GREATEST GAME AT: 
www.iop.com/gwf 


Please mark the box for the order you wish to receive. 


GO FOR IT! 


THE FUTURE OF WRESTLING 
IS HERE! 


M 


WRESTLING GAME 


THE MAIN EVENT 


VENDETTA 
VS. 
ENIGMA 


Vendetta is a huge man and 
a power wrestler while 
Enigma is an exciting high- 
flying aerial star! Who will 
win this classic feud? You'll 
find out when you schedule 
Vendetta against Enigma 

in your fed! 


The Future of Wrestling is not going to pass me by! 


Send the order I’ve marked to: 


L] CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY — FIRST EDITION 
Features Star Warrior and Thantos. Includes everythin you'll need to 
play the game, such as dice, action charts, instruction booklet, and 24 
wrestler playing cards. Games should be bought in order, beginning 
WIELD SISK. Sas thy qs reel eters Zien, Sie eae $15 


(] FIVE GAME EDITIONS — First edition plus the next four editions! 
Over 60 wrestler playing cards plus five game books! 
Includes Bishop Hell! .................. Special Price — $45 


L] TEN GAME EDITIONS — First edition plus nine more editions! Over 
120 wrestler playing cards plus ten game books! 
MCINCeA Ae AOS! Cnr aie sels k «clk ae Oe Special Price — $78 


[J] ALL NINETEEN GAME EDITIONS — Over 200 wrestler playing 
cards plus nineteen game books! Includes Vendetta and Enigma! Plus 
a free special matches booklet ........... Special Price — $124 


Name 
Address. 
City/State/Zip 


f 

i 

u 

o 

a 

a 

a 
Mail this coupon with a Allow up to4weeks 
check or money order to: for delivery. ] 
Write to Filsinger i 

Filsinger Games Games for a free | 
P.O. Box 3493 flier containing a 
Jamestown, NY 14702-3493 more information. a 
TOSSES In Tn oo idodrdiiea fl 
ORDERS FROM OUTSIDE THE U.S. ARE WELCOME! a 

All foreign orders must be paid for in U.S. currency. Overseas orders, add an A 
additional 15% for postage and handling. New York orders add 7% sales tax. ff 


I WAS RIGHT! It was so sweet 
that my teeth hurt. Curt Hennig, still 
unsure whether he wants to commit to 
The Four Horsemen, receives a direct 
appeal from legendary Horseman Arm 
Anderson before a national television 
audience not just to join the group, but 
to take his revered spot as “The En- 
forcer.” Hennig, who for several 
weeks had made Ric Flair practically 
grovel at his feet, shakes Arn’s hand 
and makes a heartwarming acceptance 
speech. 

Fine. That’s great. It was enough to 
make you cry, like some sappy TV sit- 
com. To tell you the truth, I was not 
touched. 

Okay, I also wasn’t touched when 
Elton John sang his new version of 
“Candle In The Wind” at Princess 
Diana’s funeral. I’m hard to touch. 

But in this case, I kept thinking, 
Hennig is making a big mistake. 
Hennig is making a big mistake. 
Hennig is making a big mistake. 

You get the idea. In my mind, 
Hennig was making a big mistake. 

After all, here’s a man who was out 
of wrestling for almost four years, then 
decided to make a comeback, and what 
does he do? He sells his soul to the one 
organization that will make it nearly 
impossible for him to ever win the 


Week after week this summer, Flair 
would ask Hennig if he wanted to join the 
Horsemen, and until Arn Anderson got 


involved, Hennig remained undecided. At 
least that’s the way it appeared, 
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WCW World title. And isn’t that why 
Hennig came back in the first place? 
Said Hennig a few months ago: “I 


didn’t come back to collect a pay- 
check. I came back because I want to 
win, and that means winning the 
WCW World title. I don’t care who’s 
in my way. I'll just plow right over 
them.” 

That sounds like the mindset of the 
NWO, not The Four Horsemen, 1 
thought. 

And, as history now records, I was 
correct. 

Had Hennig actually joined forces 
with Flair, Steve McMichael, and 
Chris Benoit, the Horsemen would 
have been in his way. Unless you are 
not only Anderson’s heir as enforcer, 
but Flair’s heir as the man around 
whom the Horsemen revolve, you 
have no chance of ever achieving your 
goals with this group—unless you are 
as selfless as Arn Anderson. Hennig 
would have undoubtedly retired as a 


one-time World champion of a federa- 
tion, the AWA, that doesn’t even 
exist anymore. Never the WWF 
World champion. Never the WCW 
World champion. 

I thought Hennig had been suck- 
ered, that Anderson had reeled him in. 
In truth, I was reeled in. I believed 
what seemed obvious, and now I 
know I should have known better. In 
today’s WCW, it’s always best to 
look in the dark for answers and not 
trust what you think you’re seeing. 
And my conversation with Scott Hall 
shortly afterward didn’t give me a 
clue as to what would happen. 

Hall’s reaction to the news that 
Hennig had joined the Horsemen: 
“Who cares?” 

That’s it. An exact quote. He said 
nothing but “Who cares?” 

Kevin Nash’s reaction: “Good. 
Now we know whose side everybody 
is on. We never wanted Hennig in the 
first place.” 

Hulk Hogan said he couldn’t worry 
about Hennig because “he’s so far 
down on the list of contenders, he’d 
need a ladder even to get up to the top 
10.” 

It was no secret how much the 
NWO, particularly Hogan, wanted 
Hennig in the fold. His sour grapes 
reaction was just what you’d expect 
in his moment of disappointment. 
When it became clear that Hennig 
was playing the Horsemen for fools, 
Curt surely moved up a few notches 
in Hogan’s top 10. 

The Curt Hennig of old was one of 
the finest scientific wrestlers in the 
world. This man really knew his way 
around the mat. And he was smart, 
too. He always acted in his own best 
interests and knew how to think his 
way through a match. Hennig never 
got outsmarted. It came from his 
father, the legendary Larry Hennig, 
who was as tough as anyone, just like 
Arn Anderson, and taught his son to 
always be thinking in the ring. Curt 
learned his lessons well. 

Obviously, the NWO is now a far 
more formidable group than they 
were. And the Horsemen not only 
have a huge void once again, but will 
have to live down the embarrassment 


Flair and Hennig did very well as a team in WCW. But, Dave Rosenbaum writes, 
they're at their best when they are squaring off in competition. 


of the entire episode. 

Perhaps there is one bright side to 
all this. At least now we'll get to see 
the continuation of the Flair vs. 
Hennig war, which was really a lot of 
fun. Remember, Hennig beat Flair in 
a loser-leaves-the-WWE match in 
1993. You’re talking about two mat 
experts, two ring geniuses who know 
the sport inside and out. These two 
men can still wrestle for 30-plus min- 
utes at nearly peak intensity. 

Hennig as a member of the NWO 


will be one of the great stories of 
1998. It should prove interesting to 
see how he’ll be accepted by the rest 
of the group. For Hennig to have 
taken this position, he surely was 
guaranteed a position in the elite sec- 
tor of the NWO. How will the NWO’s 
“second tier” react to that? And, per- 
haps more importantly, how will 
Hennig’s presence alter the chemistry 
among the group’s superstars? 

He’s not, after all, the kind of guy 
who easily blends in. O 
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By Andy Rodriguez 


American traitor. Taking the Canadian flag away 

from Bret Hart after he covered the fallen Patriot 
with it just minutes later made Vader an American 
hero. Strange. Vader didn’t seek either role; he was 
just being himself. Now he’s being forced to take on a 
cause, and he doesn’t necessarily like it. 

Vader has always been one of those guys who 
doesn’t care about the team as much as he cares about 
himself. As an offensive lineman at the University of 
Colorado, he wanted to flatten an onrushing tackle more 
than he wanted his team to go to the Orange Bowl. 

So he’s hardly the man one would expect to inspire 
cheers of “U.S.A! U.S.A!” Even when he was being 
resoundingly booed in Japan, he wouldn’t have taken 
comfort from a well-meaning American. Going it alone 
is more his style. 

But faced with a wrestler—Hart—who enjoys spit- 
ting in their face, the WWF’s American fans believe 
they need defenders, and they think they’ve found a 
new one in Vader. Past transgressions are easily for- 
given when the national faith is slandered—and when 
the defender weighs 450 pounds. 

Never mind that Canada is hardly one of America’s 
great historic enemies. Wrestling fans are always 
looking for a reason to show their colors. True, a lot of 
fans care less about country than even Vader does, 
but they are easily outcheered. 

Normally this wouldn’t bother Vader. He’d continue 
beating on opponents as usual. All this unasked for 
support, however, could be getting to him. 

“It’s not that he hates the country—I never heard of 
him knocking the U.S.,” Harley Race, his former man- 


Panes UP THE PATRIOT made Vader an 
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ager, said. “But all this has to be a big distraction. He 
has a problem with Bret Hart, not with Canada. He 
took Hart’s flag because he didn’t want Hart hogging 
the spotlight from him. Hell, Hart could wave a Martian 
flag and Vader wouldn't care!” 

On the other hand, it’s easy to notice that Vader isn’t 
exactly asking the fans to stop cheering. He could just 
give a nasty, little speech about how much he hates them 
and their cause, and that would put a quick stop to all the 
chanting. His indifference, though, allows the spectacle to 
continue. And the more people want Vader, the more he'll 
get big matches. That will enrich him financially and give 
him a better chance at winning the WWF World title that 
has eluded him for two years. But not on his terms. 

“He’s losing control of his career,” said Flash Funk. 
“True, he wanted Hart and now he has him, but where 
and when he gets him is almost exclusively up to the 
promoters, who are listening to the people. The big 
man has almost no say.” 

When a man the size of Vader gets frustrated because 
he’s feeling shut out, that’s really bad news for whomever 
he happens to be wrestling. Hart may be wishing he had 
never disrespected the Stars and Stripes. And he has to 

(Continued on page 46) 


Bret Hart thought he was striking a blow for Canada when he 
draped a Canadian flag over The Patriot during an edition of 
Raw Is War. What he really did was anger Big Van Vader, a man 
he has struggled against since then. 
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win, lose, or draw 


be wishing he’d never ticked off 
Vader. 

As for The Patriot, the man who 
helped start this feud, he reluctantly 
views Vader as an ally. 

“He tried to take a big piece of 
my hide, that’s for sure,” said 
Patriot, “but the man is doing a lot 
more damage to Bret Hart, and 
that’s good. | hope Bret is having 
regrets about his decision to 
insult all the American fans 
who've supported him so well 
over the years. And who knows, 
maybe Vader will gain a new 
spirit of patriotism.” 

Not likely, say those who know 
Vader best. They’re probably 
right. All indications are that when 
the behemoth finishes with Hart 
(or when Hart finishes with him), 


move on to his next task. For all his fury and outrage, 
Vader is very businesslike. He’s fueled by a desire for 
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the belt. Only four men have 
won world championships in 
both the NWA/WCW and the 
WWF; Vader is desperate to 
join that elite group. 

“| don’t think he hates Bret 
Hart that much,” said Ken 
Shamrock, “but he hates that 
Hart has the belt. If Hart didn’t 
have the title, I’m not sure he’d 
pay any attention to him!” 

Hardly sounds like an 
American hero. But Vader’s 
fans remain undaunted. Which 
is why Vader's a hero. He'll be 
a hero unless he says some- 
thing counter to what he’s 
doing with his fists. 

That hasn't happened yet. 
So when Vader passes by, 
feel free to wave the American flag, He may not like 
it, but if it makes you feel good, do it. 

Isn’t that what Vader always does? 


When last he wrestled The Patriot, Vader was hated by 
American fans. Now he is something of an American 
hero in the WWF. Does he really want that role? 


he'll methodically 
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ALABAMA 
MOBILE—WCW at the Civic Center: Marcus 


Bagwell beat Scotty Riggs ... Cruiserweight 
champ Chris Jericho defeated Alex Wright 
(Wright's TV title was not at stake) ... Dean 
Malenko defeated Eddy Guerrero ... Dallas 
Page & The Giant beat World tag team champs 
Scott Hall & Kevin Nash by disqualification ... 
Rick & Scott Steiner beat Mortis & Wrath ... Ric 
Flair beat Jeff Jarrett. 

(08-31-97) 


CONNECTICUT HOR Seinek 


NEW HAVEN—WWF at the Coliseum: Rocky 
Maivia beat Chainz ... Savio Vega defeated Big 
Van Vader ... Skull, Crush, & Eight-Ball defeat- 
ed Faaroog, D-Lo Brown, & Kama Mustafa ... 
Ken Shamrock beat Hunter Hearst Helmsiey ... 
The Legion of Doom won a four-corners match 
against The Headbangers, Jose Castillo & Jose 
Estrada Jr, and Henry & Phineas Godwinn ... 
Rockabilly beat Flash Funk ... The Undertaker, 
Goldust, & Dude Love beat Bret Hart, Brian 
Pillman, & Davey Boy Smith. 
(08-17-97) 

—Andy Jones 


FLORIDA 


FORT LAUDERDALE—ECW’s Hardcore Heaven 
pay-per-view at the War Memorial: TV champion 
Taz defeated Chris Candido by submission ... 
Bam Bam Bigelow pinned Spike Dudley ... Rob 
Van Dam defeated Al Snow ... Tag team champi- 
ons Buh Buh Ray & D-Von Dudley defeated PG- 
3 ... Tommy Dreamer pinned Jerry Lawler ... 
Shane Douglas beat Terry Funk and heavy- 
weight champion Sabu in a triangle match to win 
the title. 
(08-17-97) 
—Matthew Duffield & David Rosenbaum 


WEST PALM BEACH—WWF at the Auditorium: 
Rocky Maivia defeated Rockabilly ... D-Lo 
Brown & Kama Mustafa defeated Chainz & 
Crush and Savio Vega & Miguel Perez Jr. in a 
three-way match ... Goldust defeated Hunter 
Hearst Helmsley ... The Undertaker defeated 
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Faaroog ... Big Van Vader pinned Flash Funk ... 
Dude Love & Goldust (substituting for Steve 
Austin) defeated Owen Hart & Davey Boy Smith 
... Ken Shamrock defeated World champion Bret 
Hart by disqualification. 
(08-09-97) 

—Duane Long 


MiIAMI—WWF at the Miami Arena: Rockabilly 
defeated Flash Funk ... Kama Mustafa & D-Lo 
Brown wrestled to a double-countout with Crush 
& Chainz ... Rocky Maivia beat Faaroog ... 
European champion Davey Boy Smith beat 
Goldust ... Mankind defeated Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley ... Savio Vega & Miguel Perez Jr. beat 
Owen Hart & Brian Pillman ... Ken Shamrock 
defeated Big Van Vader ... The Undertaker beat 
World champion Bret Hart by disqualification. 
(08-08-97) 

—Jan Graves 


ILLINOIS 


SPRINGFIELD—Windy City Pro Wrestling at the 
Illinois State Fair: Lightweight champion Terry 
Allen defeated Ghetto Goul ... Brandon Bishop 
beat Brett Sanders ... King Kong Bundy pinned 
The Polish Crippler ... Turbo defeated League 
champion Steve Boz by disqualification ... Tag 
team champions Bad Influence beat Ripper 
Manson & Psycho ... Mike Samson defeated 
heavyweight champ Mike Anthony by disqualifica- 
tion. 
(08-16-97) 

—Sieve Cain 


INDIANA 


PARAGON—Wild Championship Wrestling 
Outlaws at the Paragon Homecoming Festival: 
Quicksilver beat Donnie White ... Don Basher 
beat Rob Ramer ... Indiana Kidd Jr. beat Danny 
Blackheart by disqualification ... Billy Bart pinned 
Steve Shelton ... T.J. Powers wrestled Austin 
James to a double-disqualification ... Don Basher 
& Indiana Kidd Jr. beat Rob Ramer & Danny 
Blackheart. 
(08-31-97) 

—Harold Newt 


BLOOMINGTON—WCWO at Highland Park High 
School: Rob Ramer pinned The Born Loser ... 
Don Basher pinned Indiana Kidd Jr. with his own 
feet on the ropes ... Heavyweight champion 
Danny Blackheart beat Billy Bart ... Indiana 
Kidd Jr. & Rob Ramer beat Don Basher & Billy 
Bart ... Don Basher won a battle royal. 


(08-29-97) 
—Harold Newt 


KENTUCKY 


LOUISVILLE—IWA at the Derby Sports Arena: 
Blade beat Cash Flow ... Tracey Smothers beat 
Rollin’ Hard ... Tracey Smothers beat lan 


The results in “Arena Reports” are culled 
from a month’s worth of Pro Wrestling 
_ Mostrated Weekly newsletters. Readers 
of PWI Weekly received these results just 
days after the cards took place. If you 
would like to subscribe to PWI Weekly, 
see the ad elsewhere in this issue. If you 
would like to join professional 
wrestling’s largest network of 
correspondents, write to: “Arena Report” 
c/o Pro Wrestling Illustrated, Box 1148, 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034, 


Rotten ... Sean Casey & Chris Michaels beat 
Shark Boy & American Kickboxer ... Madman 
Pondo beat Tom Burton ... Sherri Martel defeat- 
ed Debbie Combs ... lan Rotten & Pit Bull Il 
defeated Ox Harley & Madman Pondo. 
(08-28-97) 

—Brandon O'Neal 


MIDDLESBORO—Capital Pro Wrestling at the 
Armory: Mike Woody beat Dr, Detroit to win the 
U.S. title ... Dangerous Dave wrestled Mike 
Woody to a double-disqualification ... Cruis- 
erweight champ Capital Punishment beat 
Dangerous Dave ... The Ghost Rider & Windy 
City beat The Scorpion & Jimmy Stone ... The 
Matadors defeated Lee Luger & Marty Gibson ... 
The Scorpion won a battle royal. 


(08-23-97) 
—Bill Needham 


MARYLAND 


BALTIMORE—Mid-Eastern Wrestling Federation 
at Teamsters Hall: Johnny Taylor pinned The 
Lost Boy ... Light heavyweight champion Adam 
Flash pinned Twiggy Ramirez ... Joe Thunder 
pinned Lucifer nuckles Zandwich defeated 
Shane Shamrock by submission ... Mid-Atlantic 
champion Quinn Nash pinned Adrian Hall ... 
Christian York pinned Earl the Pearl ... Jimmy 
Cicero & Steve Corino beat Corporal Pun- 
ishment & Mark Schrader to win the tag team 
title ... Derek Domino & Harley Lewis defeated 


Ace Darling & Devon Storm ... Pit Bull Il pinned 
Knuckles Zandwich to win the vacant MEWF 
heavyweight belt. 

(08-10-97) 


—Marty Dougherty & Michael J. DiMuzio 


MASSACHUSETTS 


HYANNIS—WWF at the Cape Cod Coliseum: 
Flash Funk beat Rockabilly ... Savio Vega 
defeated Rocky Maivia ... Henry & Phineas 
Godwinn beat The Headbangers ... Goldust 
defeated Brian Pillman ... Ken Shamrock beat 
Big Van Vader ... Crush, Chainz, Skull, & Eight- 
Ball defeated Faaroog, D-Lo Brown, Jose 
Estrada Jr., & Miguel Perez ... Mankind beat 
Hunter Hearst Helmsley. 
(08-21-97) 

—Allison Hawley 


BOSTON—WWF at the FleetCenter: Miguel 
Perez & Jose Estrada Jr. beat The Headbangers 
.. Flash Funk defeated Rockabilly ... Goldust 
defeated Brian Pillman ... Chainz, Crush, Skull, 
& Eight-Ball wrestled Kama Mustafa, D-Lo 
Brown, Faarooq, & Rocky Maivia to a double- 
disqualification ... Ken Shamrock beat Big Van 
Vader ... Savio Vega defeated European champi- 
on Davey Boy Smith by countout ... The Legion 
of Doom defeated Henry & Phineas Godwinn ... 


Mankind beat Hunter Hearst Helmsley in a falls- 
count-anywhere match ,.. Ken Shamrock won a 
battle royal ... The Undertaker defeated World 
champion Bret Hart by disqualification. 


(08-16-97) 
—Paul Bugden 


SPRINGFIELD—WWF at the Civic Center; Henry 
& Phineas Godwinn beat The Headbangers ... 
Ken Shamrock defeated Big Van Vader by sub- 
mission ... Savio Vega won a triangle match 
against Crush and Rocky Maivia ... Rockabilly 
pinned Flash Funk ... Goldust pinned Brian 
Pillman ... Mankind pinned Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley in a falls-count-anywhere match ... The 
Undertaker defeated World champion Bret Hart 
by disqualification. 
(08-15-97) 

—Dan Reilly 


MICHIGAN 


LINCOLN PARK—Insane Championship Wres- 


tling at the Lincoln Park Arena: Prof. Maxwell 
(with “Handsome” Johnny Bradford) defeated 
Jimmy V ... The Cold Brothers defeated Sheik 
Abdul & Davey Dynamic ... D,B.A, beat Steve 
Nixon ... Tony Smalls beat Rhino Richards ... 
lan Rotten defeated Madman Pondo ... Ric 
Matrix won the brass knuckles title by defeating 
Tex Monroe and Joe E. Legend in a three-way 
steel cage match. 
(08-10-97) 

—John B, McFarlin 


TUPELO—WCW at the Coliseum: Scotty Riggs 
beat David Taylor ... Cruiserweight champ Chris 
Jericho defeated Alex Wright ... Rick & Scott 
Steiner beat Marcus Bagwell & Scott Norton ... 
Ric Flair beat Syxx ... U.S, champ Jeff Jarrett 
beat Chris Benoit ... The Giant defeated Kevin 
Nash by disqualification. 
(08-17-97) 

—Chery! Dunn 


LULA—USWA at the Lady Luck Casino: Rod 
Price pinned Bulldog Raines ... Rex King 
defeated Mike Samples ... Southern champ 
Doomsday beat Brian Christopher and 
Spellbinder in a three-way elimination match ... 
Flash Flanagan beat Paul Diamond by disqualifi- 
cation ... Steven Dunn & Ric Titan (substituting 
for Flash Flanagan) beat tag team champs PG-13 
In a non-title match ... Heavyweight champ Jerry 
Lawler beat Dutch Mantel in a non-title match. 
(08-07-97) 

—Matthew Duttield 


NEW JERSEY 


WILDWOOD—World Wrestling Alliance at the 
Convention Center: Wild Bill defeated Alley Oop 
... “Jungle” Jim MePherson beat Angel ... 
Chuck Sloan defeated Rob Lee for the junior 
heavyweight title ... Patch defeated Chris 
Candido by disqualification ... B. Mahoney beat 
King Kong Bundy by disqualification ... The 
Bushwhackers beat The Himalayan Players. 
(08-28-97) 

—Marc Marino 


TRENTON—ECW at Babe Ruth Field: The Blue 
Meanie beat Jason ... Chris Chetti defeated PG- 
187 ... Tracey Smothers & Little Guido beat 
Davey Morrison & Roadkill ... Axl Rotten defeat- 
ed Al Snow ... Bam Bam Bigelow beat Spike 
Dudley ... TV champ Taz defeated Chris 
Candido ... Tag team champs Buh Buh Ray & D- 
Von Dudley beat New Jack & John Kronus ... 
Heavyweight champion Shane Douglas defeated 
B. Mahoney .., Sabu & Rob Van Dam defeated 
Tommy Dreamer & The Sandman. 


(08-23-97) 
—Bob Peterson 


NEWARK—USA Pro Wrestling at the Holiday Inn 
Jetport: Larry Brisco wrestled Frank Murdock to 
a draw ... Cousin Luke pinned H.D. Ryder ... 
Demolition Ax beat Kid U.S.A. ... Jason Knight 
& Derek Domino beat Tommy Cairo & Manny 
Fernandez ... Jimmy Snuka pinned The Metal 
Maniac ... Tito Santana beat Mr. Hughes by dis- 
qualification ... Sgt. Slaughter beat King Kong 
Bundy by countout. 
(08-22-97) 

—Michael J. DiMuzio 


NEW YORK 


ELMHURST—ECW at Elks Lodge: Spike Dudiey 
& Chris Chetti beat Tracey Smothers & Little 
Guido ... TV champ Taz defeated Pablo Marquez 
... Heavyweight champion Shane Douglas beat 
A! Snow ... Tommy Dreamer beat Rob Van Dam 
... Chris Candido beat PG-187 ... Tag team 
champs Buh Buh & D-Von Dudley beat B. 
Mahoney & Axl Rotten ... Sabu beat Bobby 
Duncum Jr. ... Bam Bam Bigelow defeated 
Spike Dudley ... New Jack & John Kronus beat 
Buh Buh Ray & D-Von Dudley in a non-title 
streetfight. 
(08-21-97) 

—Jeff Logan 


NORTH CAROLINA 


SYLVA—Southeastern Wrestling Alliance at Uncle 
Bill's Flea Market: K.C. Thunder & Chris Cannon 
beat Kane & Able Atoms ... Masked Maniac 
beat The Scorpion ... Craig Farmer defeated 
Kevin Kirby ... Billy Ray Badd beat Michael 
Green ... The Executioner beat Abe Jacobs Jr. 
by disqualification ... Jay Eagle & Johnny Red 
Cloud beat Terminator Rex & The Carolina 
peatbrenye ... Abe Jacobs Jr. won a battle 
royal. 
(08-30-97) 

—Dan Parris 


THOMASVILLE—New Dimension Wrestling at the 
National Guard Armory: Thunder pinned Alan 
Rage in a lumberjack match ... Dale Porter & Tim 
Blaze wrestled to a double-disqualification ... Joe 
Kidd pinned Bad Boy Buck in a midget match ... 
The Mavericks & The Foxy Lady beat “Hand- 
some” Bill Armstrong, Wendell Smooth, & 
Phoenix in a mixed tag team match .., Serial 
Thrillers pinned The Terminators ... Brass 
knuckles champion Rick Link defeated Extreme 
Trauma in a handicap match. 
(08-30-97) 

—John Turner 


SUGAR GROVE—PWF at the Armory: Flaming 
Youth beat Scott Hot Body ... Gladiator Il beat 
Scotty McKeever ... Junior heavyweight champi- 
on Madd Maxxine beat Stardust ... Chris 
Hamrick & Ripper defeated tag team champions 
The Black Dragons to win the belts ... 
Heavyweight champion George South beat 
Italian Stallion by countout. 
(08-29-97) 

—Brock Chandler 


CHARLOTTE—CWF at the Magic Midway 
Camival; Wild Child beat Dream Machine to win 
the light heavyweight title ... The Carolina Pit Bull 
beat Dizzy Devil in a no-holds-barred match ... TV 
champ Sweet Dreams beat Scotty Piper .... 
Dream Machine & Dizzy Devil beat U.S. tag team 
champs The Canadian Cripplers in a non-title 
match ... Sweet Dreams, High Performance, & 
Fear beat Dream Machine, Dizzy Devil, & 
Psycho Kid. 
(08-23-97) 

—Amy Tucker 


ROXBORO—Alternative Championship Wrestling 
at the Optimist Field: Tag team champs Frank 
(Continued on page 50) 
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Parker & Roger Anderson defeated The Mighty 
Yankee & Thunderfoot | ... American Eagle 
pinned Colt Steel ... Nighthawk & David Lee 
Gilbert beat The Southern Stud & Jay Smooth 
... David Blanchard beat Frank Murdock ... TV 
champ Tim Blaze beat Rusty Allen ... Jimmy 
Valiant, Pat Friday, & Denny Cooley beat 
Robbie Rock, L.A. WildOne, & Brian Cruz ... 
Manny Fernandez pinned Demolition Ax to win 
the heavyweight title. 
(08-23-97) 

—Randolph Hedrick 


GASTONIA—PWF at the Armory: Flaming Youth 
beat Black Angel ... Cruel Connection Il beat 
Carolina Dreamer ... Eastern States champion 
Terry Austin defeated Masked Maniac ... Chris 
Hamrick & Ripper beat tap team champions The 
Black Dragons to win the belts ... George South 
& Madd Maxxine defeated Italian Stallion & 
Stardust after Mama Maxxine hit Stallion. 
(08-22-97) 

—Brock Chandler 


KANNAPOLIS—international Wrestling Alliance 
at Field Crest Cannon Stadium: The Assassin 
beat Kevin tg RE The Samoan Gangsta 
Party beat Metal Maniac & Hunter Thompson 
.. The Clown defeated Dan Grundy ... Billy 
Kidman beat The Flamingo Kid ... Mann 
Fernandez & Vic Steamboat defeated Fran 
Parker & Roger Anderson ... The Road 
Warriors beat Viadimir Koloff & Nikolai 
Volkoff ... Samoan Afa, Samoan Sika, Disco 
Inferno, Big Cheese, & Gene Ligon defeated 
The Love Connection, Gary Royal, Ken 
Timbs, & Krazy Kane Atoms in a best-of-three- 
falls match ... Jimmy Snuka beat The 
Superstar by disqualification (Rick Steamboat 
was the guest referee). 
(08-15-97) 

—Dan Parris 


ELKIN—AIWF at the National Guard Armory: 
Johnny Reb beat The Red Scorpion ... 
Terminator X beat Cyclone after Robert Roma 
interfered and attacked Cyclone ... Iron Horse 
beat Jumpin’ Jimmy in a “War Zone” match ... 
Diamond Dave beat Kodiak ... Frank Manson 
defeated King Cobra ... Neil Leathers defeated 
U.S. champion Brian Danzig to win the title ... 
Heavyweight champion Major Havoc beat E.Z. 
Ryder ... J.T. Sledge & Jackie Anderson defeat- 
ed The Tennessee Violence Authority in a 
weapons match. After the match, TVA attacked 
Anderson and cut his hair. 
(08-09-97) 

—Dean Puckett 


OHIO 
URBANA—Big Time Wrestling at the Champaign 
County Fair: Chris Michaels pinned Sean Casey 
... Krusher Kline defeated Alexis Machine ... 
Farmer John beat Little Crow in a midget match 
... Heavyweight champion Bobby Fulton defeat- 
ed Beau James ... Bobby Fulton & Sean Casey 
beat Beau James & Chris Michaels ... Rick 
Morton pinned The Ninja Warrior. 
(08-06-97) 

—Allan Barrie 


PENNSYLVANIA 


ORWIGSBURG—Pennsylvania Championship 
Wrestling at Memorial Hall: Blue Thunder pinned 
Dave Patera (with Barry Casino) ... Pat 


50 A PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED & 


arena reports 


PURO eee ees 


(Continued from page 49) 


Shamrock & Boogle Woogie Brown beat Kris 
Krueger & Joe Rules ... Devon Storm wrestled 
Glen Osbourne to a double-disqualification ... 
J.R. Ryder pinned Col. Jihad Hussein ... Julio 
Sanchez pinned Reckless Youth (with Judd the 
Stud) ... Tiger Khan pinned Gino Caruso ... 
Boogie Woogie Brown pinned Chef D.Z. 
Gillespie ... Heavyweight champion Cheetah 
Master (with Capt. Lou Albano) pinned Ace 
Darling ... Chef D. 2. Gillespie won a battle 
royal ... George “The Animal” Steele beat Mr. 
Ooh La La by submission. 
(08-23-97) 

—Timothy A, Walker 


NORTH VERSAILLES—Pro Wrestling Xpress 
TV taping at the Wrestleplex: J.B. Destiny bat- 
tled Notorious Norm to a no-contest when they 
joined forces to attack Bubba the Bulldog ... 
Paul Atlas & Jimmy Angel beat J.T. Nightmare 
& Scotty Blaze ... J.B. Destiny pinned Sean 
Evans ... Quinn Magnum pinned Brian 
Anthony ... TV champ Lou Marconi beat 
Benson Lee ... Bonecrusher pinned Shirley 
Doe ... Leviathan pinned Country Boy Chris ... 
Col. Payne retained his tag team title in a sin- 
gles match by defeating Paul Atlas by disqualifi- 
cation ... Bubba the Bulldog pinned Mad Mike 
... TV champion Lou Marconi pinned North 
American champ Dennis Gregory in a title-unifi- 
cation match to emerge as the unified TV champ 
... Heavyweight champion T. Rantula beat 
Samu. 
(08-22-97) 

—Jeff Gorman 


READING—PCW at the Cloister Gym: J.R. Ryder 
pinned Dave Patera ... Chef D.Z. Gillespie 
defeated Pat Shamrock by disqualification ... 
Gino Caruso defeated Kris Krueger ... Mike 
Quackenbush & Pat Shamrock defeated Ace 
Darling & Glen Osbourne to win the tag team title 
... Blue Thunder beat Col. Jihad Hussein ... 
Tiger Khan pinned Gino Caruso ... Boogie 
Woogie Brown beat Joe Rules ... Heavyweight 
champ Cheetah Master defeated Devon Storm 
by disqualification ... Reckless Youth pinned 
Julio Sanchez ... George Steele beat Mr. Ooh 
La La. 
(08-22-97) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


PHILADELPHIA—ECW at the ECW Arena: Little 
Guido defeated Pablo Marquez ... Mikey 
Whipwreck pinned Louie Spicolli ... Spike 
Dudley defeated Bam Bam Bigelow ... Chris 
Candido beat Chris Chetti ... Shane Douglas 
beat Lance Storm ... TV champion Taz beat Al 
Snow by submission ... Buh Buh Ray, D-Von, & 
“Big” Dick Dudley defeated Axl Rotten, B. 
Mahoney, & Hack Myers ... Rob Van Dam 
defeated Tommy Dreamer ... Sabu pinned 
heavyweight champ Terry Funk in a barbed-wire 
match to win the title. 
(08-09-97) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


WARWICK—ECW at the Twin Rinks: John 
Kronus pinned Louie Spicolli ... Tracey 
Smothers & Little Guido defeated Axl Rotten & 
Chris Chetti ... Bobby Duncum Jr. defeated 
Super Nova ... Buh Buh Ray & D-Von Dudiey 
defeated Spike Dudley & The Blue Meanie ... 
Rob Van Dam beat Mikey Whipwreck ... 
Tommy Dreamer, B. Mahoney, & Taz defeated 


Bam Bam Bigelow, Chris Candido, & Shane 
Douglas ... Heavyweight champ Terry Funk 
defeated Sabu. 
(08-08-97) 

—Timothy A. Walker & Bart Orkline 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


GREENVILLE—WCW at the Municipal Stadium: 
David Taylor defeated Bobby Eaton ... Psicosis 
defeated Buddy Lee Parker ... Eddy Guerrero 
wrestled Dean Malenko to a draw ... Lex Luger 
beat Scott Hall by disqualification ... Rick & Scott 
Steiner beat Mortis & Wrath ... Ric Flair defeat- 
ed Jeff Jarrett. 
(08-23-97) 

—Dan Parris 


COLUMBIA—international Wrestling Alliance at 
Bombers Stadium: Gene Ligon beat The 
Assassin ... Malia Hosaka defeated Lelani Kal 
... Samoan Afa & The Big Cheese beat Ken 
Timbs & Gary Royal ... Heavyweight champion 
Masked Superstar beat Viadimir Koloff. 


(08-14-97) 
—Dan Partis 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


STURGIS—WCW Road Wild pay-per-view at the 
Biker Rally: Harlem Heat beat Marcus Bagwell & 
Scott Norton after Jacquelyn interfered ... 
Konnan beat Rey Misterio Jr. by submission in a 
Mexican death match .,. Chris Benoit & Steve 
McMichael beat Jeff Jarrett & Dean Malenko in 
a tag team elimination match ... Cruiserweight 
champion Alex Wright pinned Chris Jericho ... 
Ric Flair pinned Syxx ... Curt ae pinned 
Dallas Page after Ric Flair interfered ... The 
Giant pinned Randy Savage ... Rick & Scott 
Steiner beat World tag team champs Scott Hall & 
Kevin Nash by disqualification ... Hulk Hogan 
pinned World champion Lex Luger to regain the 
title. 
(08-09-97) 

—Matthew Duffield 


TENNESSEE 

MEMPHIS—USWA at the Big One Expo Center: 
Brian Christopher beat Billy Travis by disqualifi- 
cation in a barbed-wire cage match ... Ric Titan 
beat Bulldog Raines ... Tommy Rich defeated 
Spellbinder ... PG-13 defeated Rex King & Paul 
Diamond to earn a match against the tag team 
champions later ... PG-13 defeated tag team 
champions Steven Dunn & Flash Flanagan to 
win the title ... Jerry Lawler beat Rod Price by 
disqualification ... Doug Gilbert beat Southern 
champ Doomsday by disqualification ... 
Heavyweight champion Dutch Mantel wrestled 
Tommy Dreamer to a no-contest. 


(08-31-97) 
—Mark Mitchell 


KNOXVILLE—Tennessee Mountain Wrestling at 
Hooray’s: Jamie Anderson beat Joe Fillers ... 
Spoiler | defeated James Blevins by disqualifica- 
tion ... Dr. Dan & The Orderly wrestled J.T. 
Coleminer & Chaos (not the WCW wrestler) ... 
Stomper beat Tim Reed. 
(08-24-97) 

—Bill Needham 


KNOXVILLE—WCW at the Coliseum: David 
Taylor beat Bobby Eaton ... Juventud Guerrera 
defeated Psicosis ... Dean Malenko defeated 
Eddy Guerrero ... Rick & Scott Steiner beat 


Wrath & Mortis ... Ric Flair beat Jeff Jarrett ... 
Lex Luger defeated Scott Hall by disqualification 
when Syxx interfered. 
(08-22-97) 

—Bill Needham 


NASHVILLE—WCW Clash of the Champions 
XXXV at the Municipal Auditorium: Steve 
McMichael pinned U.S. champ Jeff Jarrett to win 
the title ... Raven beat Stevie Richards in a no- 
disqualification match ... Alex Wright pinned TV 
champ Ultimo Dragon to win the title ... 
Cruiserweight champion Chris Jericho pinned 
Eddy Guerrero ... Psicosis, Silver King, & Los 
Villanos IV & V defeated Super Calo, Juventud 
Guerrera, Hector Garza, & Lizmark Jr. ... Ric 
Flair & Curt Hennig beat Syxx & Konnan .., 
World tag team champs Scott Hall & Randy 
Savage (a permitted substitute. for Kevin Nash) 
beat Lex Luger & Dallas Page. 


(08-21-97) 
—Matthew Duftield 


FALL BRANCH—Southern States Wrestling at 
the Sampson Center: The Brooklyn Bad Boys 
defeated The Jabroni World Order ... Lynn 
Montana defeated Chuck Jones ... The War 
Machine pinned Eddie Edmonds ... Tag team 
champions Death & Destruction beat The Lost 
Souls ... Beau James & Brian Logan defeated 
Danny & Bam Bam Christian in a first-blood 
elimination match ... Heavyweight champion 
Steve Flynn beat Johnny Thunder in a belt-on-a- 
pole match. 
(08-09-97) 

—Allan Barrie & Michael J. DiMuzio 


MARYVILLE—TMW at the Allen Wick Community 
Center; Rick Conners wrestled The Smoky 
Mountain Dream to a draw .., Greg Hart beat 
Rick Cannon by disqualification ... Tim Reed 
beat The Dark Patriot ... Tag team champions 
The Memphis Mafia beat Dr. Dan & The Orderly 
... Jimmy Golden defeated Jeff Anderson by 
disqualification. 

(08-08-97) 


TEXAS 

CENTER—World Class Wrestling Federation at 
the Fairgrounds: Hard Time Express beat U.S. 
Express in a best-of-three-falls match to win the 
tag team belts ... Mr. Wrestling Ill defeated Stan 
Sweetan ... Doink beat Ace Sullivan to win the 
Texas brass knuckles title ... Mark Von Erich 
eg One Man Gang to win the heavyweight 


8. 
(08-29-97) 


—Bill Needham 


—Brett Wolfe 


HOUSTON—WWF at the Summit: Henry & 
Phineas Godwinn beat The Headbangers ... 
Savio Vega beat Flash Funk ... Big Van Vader 
defeated Jesse James ... Crush & Chainz beat 
Faarooq & Rocky Maivia ... Ken Shamrock beat 
Rockabilly ... The Legion of Doom & Goldust 
defeated Owen Hart, Brian Pillman, & Henry 
Godwinn ... Mankind beat Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley in a falls-count-anywhere-match ... The 
Undertaker beat World champion Bret Hart by 
disqualification. 
(08-22-97) 

—Anna Perez 


VIRGINIA 

STUART—AIWF at Rotary Field: Frank Matson 
defeated The Red Scorpion by disqualification ... 
Johnny Reb beat Kodiak ... Iron Horse defeated 
Butch Steel ... Jackie Anderson and Jumpin’ 
Jimmy wrestled to a double-countout ... Light 
heavyweight champ J.T. Sledge beat King Cobra 
.. TV champ Rick Deezel wrestled to a no-con- 
test with Terminator X ,.. Heavyweight champ 


Major Havoc wrestled to a no-contest with 
Cyclone ... Neil Leathers defeated Brian Danzig 
in a whipping match. 
(08-30-97) 

—Dean Puckeit 


ROCKY MOUNT—AIWF at the National Guard 
Armory: Don Carson defeated Johnny Reb ... 
Sgt. Butch Stee! beat Cyclone by countout ... 
The Family of Darkness and Gods of War wres- 
tled to a double-disqualification ... TV champ Rick 
Deezel beat Terminator X ,.. Light heavyweight 
champ J.T. Sledge beat Jackie Anderson ... 
Brian Danzig defeated U.S. champ Neil Leathers 
to regain the belt after Chainz interfered ... Neil 
Leathers won a battle royal. 
(08-23-97) 

—Dean Puckett 


PETERSBURG—Championship Pro Wrestling at 
the Tri-County Fairgrounds: Jimmy Cicero 
pinned Christian York ... Mark Mest, Troy 
Mest, & Jacques Bonet beat Major Mayhem, 
Combat Kid, & Mohammed Kane ..,. South- 
eastern heavyweight champ The Rock 'n’ Roll 
Kid pinned Diablos Macabre ... Shane 
Shadows pinned Julio Sanchez (with Doc 
Hollywood). As a result of a prematch stipula- 
tion, Shadows then received five minutes alone 
in the ring with Hollywood ,.. Sika the Samoan 
(substituting for the injured Jimmy Snuka) 
pinned The Metal Maniac. 
(08-16-97) 

—Timothy A. Walker & Michael J. DiMuzio 


WASHINGTON 


TACOMA—WWF at the Tacoma Dome: 
Rockabilly defeated Brakus ... Henry & 
Phineas Godwinn beat The Headbangers .., 
Big Van Vader beat Flash Funk ... European 
champion Davey Boy Smith beat Dude Love ... 
Goldust defeated Brian Pillman ... Ken 
Shamrock defeated Owen Hart by submission 
... The Patriot defeated World champion Bret 
Hart by disqualification. 
(08-28-97) 

—Steve Graber 


WEST VIRGINIA 
OAK HILL—Mountain State Wrestling Association 
at Outer Limits: The Cuban Commando defeated 
Joey Austin by disqualification ... Steve Hart 
beat Mike Montana by disqualification ... Beau 
James pinned R.J. Stomper ... Brian Logan 
defeated Eddie Edmonds ... Bart & Brad Batten 
beat tag team champs Death & Destruction in a 
non-title match. 
(08-07-97) 

—Allan Barrie 


INTERNATIONAL 


CANADA 
THUNDER BAY, ONTARIO—WWF at the Fort 
William Arena: Rockabilly beat Brakus ... Henry 
& Phineas Godwinn defeated The Headbangers 
... Big Van Vader beat Flash Funk ... Goldust 
defeated Brian Pillman ... Owen Hart beat Ken 
Shamrock ... Davey Boy Smith beat Mankind by 
disqualification ... World champ Bret Hart defeat- 
ed The Patriot. 
(09-01-97) 

—Laura Gowden 


VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA—WWF at the 
Memorial Arena: Brakus beat Rockabilly ... Henry 
& Phineas Godwinn beat The Headbangers .... 
Big Van Vader beat Flash Funk ... Goldust beat 
Brian Pillman ,.. Owen Hart beat Ken Shamrock 
... Mankind defeated European champ Davey Boy 


Smith by disqualification ... World champion Bret 
Hart beat The Patriot. 
(08-29-97) 

—Cilaire Abrams 


ST.-AMABLE, QUEBEC—Northem Championship 
Wrestling at the Potato Country Festival: Marz 
defeated The Chameleon ... Access Denied, The 
Playboy, & Pat Thompson defeated The 
Cosanostra & The Super Headhunters ... Dream 
Killer beat Guy Williams ... Mare the Grizzly beat 
Alexander the Magnificent ... Frank Blues defeat- 
ed Esel Krap ... The Cult beat The Dream 
Warriors ... lceman defeated Golem the Giant. 


(08-08-97) 
—Bertrand Hebert 


JAPAN 


YOKOHAMA—New Japan at the Arena: Kazuyuki 
Fujita beat Yutaka Yoshie ... Osamu Kido & 
Takashi lizuka beat Tadao Yasuda & Junji Hirata 
... Satoshi Kohjima & Manabu Nakanishi beat 
Akira Nogami & Kengo Kimura ... Tiger King & 
Kuniaki Kobayashi beat Kendo Ka Shim & Kazuo 
Yamazaki ... Jushin Liger beat Tatsuhito Takalwa 
... Shinjiro Otani beat Koji Kanemoto ... Riki 
Choshu, Tatsumi Fujinami, & Genichiro Tenryu 
beat Hiro Saito, Hiroyoshi Tenzan, & Keiji Muto ... 
Naoya Ogawa defeated Scott Norton ... Kensuke 
Sasaki defeated IWGP champion Shinya 
Hashimoto to win the title. 
(08-31-97) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 


JANUARY 


ILLINOIS 

CHICAGO—AWA at the International Amphitheater: 
Jose Betancourt pinned Huey Long ... Guy 
Mitchell wrestled Dale Lewis to a 20-minute draw 
... Larry Hennig & Harley Race defeated aes 
Poffo & Bobby Managoff in a best-of-three-falls 
match .,. Verne Gagne pinned Moose Cholak ... 
AWA champion Mad Dog Vachon beat Wilbur 
Snyder in a best-of-three-falls match ... Johnny 
Valentine wrestled Dick the Bruiser to a no-contest 
in @ best-of-three-falls match when both men were 
disqualified during the third fall, 

(01-22-66) 


—PWI archives 


MASSACHUSETTS 
BOSTON—WWWF at the Boston Garden: Gito 
Mongol pinned Jose Rivera ... Bulldog Brower 
defeated Gorilla Monsoon ... Ivan Koloff & Chief 
Jay Strongbow wrestled to a draw ... Wolfman 
defeated Manuel Soto ... Tony Marino defeated 
Vincent Pommetti .... Mike Conrad pinned Joe 
Turco ... Arnold Skaaland beat Johnny Rodz .., 
U.S. champion Pedro Morales defeated Black 
Demon ... Bepo Mongol defeated World champion 
Bruno Sammartino by countout. 
(01-09-71) 

—PWI archives 


WASHINGTON 

SEATTLE—NWA/PNW card at the Seattle Center 
Arena: Col. DeBeers wrestled Mike Golden to a 
time-limit draw ... Top Gun defeated Arab A- 
Buddha-Dein by disqualification ... “Playboy” 
Buddy Rose & The Grappler beat Ivan Koloff & 
Junkyard Dog .,. The Southern Rockers defeat- 
ed The Russian Assassins ... NWA World 
champion Ric Flair pinned Sting ... Rick 
Steiner, Lex Luger, & Dick Murdoch defeated 
The Road Warriors & Commando Ray ... Road 
Warrior Hawk won a bunkhouse stampede battle 
royal, last eliminating Rick Steiner. 


(01-11-89) 
—Michael North 
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/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 ||HOURS Monday-Friday - 9 a.m.-8 p.m. EST 


Orders - - 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 


WWF PHOTOS & ROSTERS 


by Norman James Corp. (1996) 


10 Ful r Gl 
$5.00 each or (any 10 for $45.00) 
(photos are put in a plastic sleeve for protection) 
Choose from: 
Bret Hart 
Sunny 


The Undertaker Owen Hart 
Vader British Bulldog 
Marc Mero Shawn Michaels Mankind 
Sable Amed Johnson — Golddust 
Smoking Gunns Psycho Sid 

Hl r Posters 16" 
$6.00 each or (any 2 for $10.00) 
(posters come rolled and in plastic for protection) 
Choose from: Sunny Bret Hart 
The Undertaker Shawn Michaels 


SUPERSIZE STUFFED 
HULK HOGAN DOLLS 
by Ace Novelty (1991) 
These are Supersize Stuffed Hu'k Hogan Dolls 
with a plush body with @ detailed face, Hulk is 
wearing a “Python Power” bandana. 
2 ‘/2 tt. Stutfed Hulk Hogan Doll......, $25.00 ea. 
3 fof Stutfed Hulk Hogan Doll ...... $50.00 ea 
SPECIAL DEAL: Ge! Both Hulk Hogans for $70.00 


CMLL MEXICAN WRESTLING 
LEAGUE ACTION FIGURES 
Rare 5" Mexican Action Figures 
(made by the Original San Francisco Toymakers, 1992) 
Choose from: 
timo Dr: 

Long hair and vampire Has red hair and black dragon 
paints. (comes from Canada) mask. (comes from Japan) 
$15.00 each or (set of 2 for $25.00) 


CMLL MEXICAN WRESTLING 
BUDDIES 18” STUFFED DOLLS 
by Future Toys of Mexico (1993) 
They are just like the WWF Wrestling Buddies hal were put out a few 
years back. They stand 18° tall. 


Choose from: 

Pierroth - A wrestler with a 
yellow and black mask, yellow 
Shirt, black pants and black 


$25.00 each or (any 2 for $40.00) 
Tinieblas - A wrestler with a {ul 
black face mask with yellow and red 
also on Ihe mask. He has red buts 
with yellow fights. 


WCW HULKSTER RACING 43 
MATCHBOX DIECAST 


COLLECTOR SETS 
by White Rose (1995) 
This is an authentically detailed 3 Piece se! Matchbox car size which con- 
tains a Hulk Hogan racing car, Peterbilt. trailer to hold Hogan racing car and 
WCW ‘Richard Petty” pit tour truck. The set of 3 comes in a red box. This 
wae a very limited edition set. $25.00 per set or (2 sels for $40.00) 


PAYMENT TERMS; : 

CHECKS, MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS, CASH 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES, INC 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ONA 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

90 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 


Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Closed Sunday 


(EST) 


6” WCW WRESTLING FIGURES 
(All figures mint on card) by San Francisco Toymakers 


Randy "Macho Man” Savage........... 
Johnny B Badd (silver tights)......... 
Ric Flair (green tights and boots) .. 
Sting (pink and yellow tights) 

Jimmy Hart (red suit and pants) 

Kevin Sullivan (blue tights) . - 
Hulk Hogan #2 (yellow shirt wi belt. 
ee #2 (black and ey. one 


7 WCW 3r Fi 
= Hogan (Pre-ring a ehoated pene 
Sting (new black and pink outfit) ... 
Ric Flair (red tights) ., * 
Big Bubba Rogers (black pants and hat) . 
Craig Pittman (in Marine outfit) ..0............ 
Alex Wright (leather jackel/blue tights) ... 
Macho Man Randy Savage #2 (tedyeliow). 
Booker T (from Harlem Beat) ... 
Stevie Ray (from Harlem Beat. 
The Giant (black tights) . ; we $20.00 ea. 
Complete set of all 10 series 3 figures ». $80.00 set 


WCW WRESTLING RING 

(Mint in box) $40.00 each WiesH 
with 4 electronic sounds and <4 
removable steel c age. Ring § 
size is 13 1/2" by 13 1/2” 


-» $20.00 6a. 
$15.00 ea. 
$15.00 ea. 

wu» $15.00 ea. 

«.. $20,00 ea. 

sees 920,00 88. 
+» $15.00 ea. 

.-- $15,00 ea. 


$10.00 ea. 
$10.00 ea. 
.. $10.00 ea. 
... $10.00 ea 
... $10.00 ea. 
... $10.00 ea. 
$10.00 ea, 
... $15.00 ea. 
$15.00 ea 


97 WCW 3rd SERIES TAG-TEAM 2 PACKS 
“A Figures Inc. Exciusive!" 

$25.00 per set or (any 2 sets for $40.00) 

Choose from: Blue Bloods!!!! 

Harlem Heat (blue outfits) © Nasty Boys (green outfits) 

NWO Hulk Hogan & Macho Man Randy Savage (black outfits) 


WCW MONDAY 
NITRO 1997 
7 1/2” Action Figures 
(w/ vibrating action) 
$10.00 each or complete set 
of 8 for $75.00 
Choose from; 


Hallywood Hogan Sting (w/ bal) 
Scott Hall Kevin Nash 
The Giant Lex Lugar 
Chris Benoit Kevin Sullivan 


PHONE NUMBERS: 
ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 


1-401-346-5720 SHIPPING IS $5.00 PERO 


1-401-946-8492 ALL ITEMS ARE IN ST! 


RDER 
ORDERS SHIPPED Sie DAY RECEIVED 
K 
INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 


WCW MAIN EVENT 
TRADING CARDS 


WCW Main Event 1995 Trading Cards 2 
by Cardz Inc. These came out in 1995 and contain Hulk 
Hogan, Ric Flair, Macho Man Savage, Am Anderson, etc. 
Some packs contain randomly inserted autographed cards. 
($2,00 per pack) (10 packs for $10.00) (36 pack box for $25.00) 


VERY RARE ITEM! 
WCW MAIN EVENT 1995 
TRADING CARD 28” X 38” 
UNCUT CARD SHEET 


S@ poster size sheet that are nol ever sold this way, The fac- 

tory cuts these sheets and makes them into baseball size 

- ecards that they pul in packs. There are 50 diferent cards 

on each sheet with 2 of each card in different spots on the sheel. These make a 
perfect wall hanging for any room in your house, We are probably the only company 
to carry this rare collectible!” ONLY $20.00 ENTIRE UNCUT SHEET 


OTHER WCW CARDS 
Complete set of 161 WCW cards featuring Flair. IRS, Steiner Bros., 
Sting, Freebirds, etc. (1991) $10.00 per set 


WCW GOLD CARDS (1992) 


A deluxe version of WCW cards thal are super-high gloss photos 
by impel 12 packs for $10,00 


WRESTLING MAGAZINE 
GRAB BAG 
Wresting Eye. Wresting 
Fury. PWL Wresting Al 
Stars, eb¢ (our choice) 
1950s (any 4 for$10,00) i 
1980s (any 4 for $10.00} 
1970s (any 4 for $13.00) 


by Wiicrogames of America (1995) 
You control Hulk Hogan in thie 
awesrne fescue Maen where 
You bate agaanst rou opponerts 
andlry tn save the chy Shas er 
tre large screen has mubidevels 
of game play and has § sound cn 
and off button (mint in 
package) Only $15.00 each 
WCW SLAM JAM - THE ORIGINAL WCW WRESTLING ALBUM 
{1 OFFICIAL THEME SONGS OF THE WCW STARS by Grand Theft Productions (1992) 
Songs included are: “Don't Step to Ror’; "Man ~===="a ae 
Called Sting”; "Mr. Bang Bang’. “Master of the agai 
DDT’; “Freebird Forever’; “Simply Ravishing’; 
“Johnny B Badd’; “The Natural”; “The Dragon”, 
"He's Smokin"; “Steinerized” 
Factory sealed by Grand Theft Records (1992) 
Compact Disc version is $20.00 
Cassette Tape version is $12.00 


BADSTREET U.S.A. T-SHIRTS 
A killer black |-shirt w/ blood red Badstreet logo 100% cotton 
Adult Medium ....... $20.00 ea. Adult Large ............ $20.00 ea. 
Adull X-Large ...... $20.00.ea. Adult XX-Large... $22.00 


BADSTREET U.S.A, WORKOUT SHIRT 
Killer white workout t-shirt w/ the Badstreet U.S.A. logo. 100% cotton, 
Adult Medium........ $20.00 ea. Adult Large.............. $20.00 ea. 
Adult X-Large ........ $20.00 ea 


Badstreet U.S.A. Black Baseball Cap ..... $16.00 ea. 


“OFF THE STREETS” CASSETTE (1937) 
Featuring Michael Hayes, the Freebirds and the Badstreet Band, produced by 
Jimmy Papa. A cassette trom 1987 by Grand Theft Productions. Great sounding 
high bias chrome tape w/ 11 songs featuring the hit “Badstreet USA" Factory 
sealed by Grand Thelt Productions (1987) 

Cassette version is $15.00 each 


FULL SIZE 60 PAGE SCI-FI AND 
SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG 
SEND $2.00 FOR ACOPY 


All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their Copyright Owners. 


Orders/Questions Call - (401) 946-5720 
FAX (24 Hours) - (401) 946-8492 


(1990 - 1994) 
WORLD WRESTLING 
rey FEDERATION ra 
Aid HASBRO 4 INCH ACTION FIGURES 


“*(all mint in package)" WWF HASBRO 4" WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 


All Figures in This Section are $15.00 each. 
Brat Hart #1 Tatanka #1 

Big Boss Man #1 Big Boss Man #2 
Berzerker Hacksaw Duggan #1 
El Matador iAS. 

Scott Stemer Hacksaw Duggan #2 
Bushwacker Buich Buskwacker Luke 
Headshrinker Fatu Headshrinker Samu 


OTHER WWF HASBRO 4” WRESTLING ACTION FIGURES 


ee nae $50.03, Taras Tenads $50.00 ea. 
(timate Waris #1 (Green Trunks) _ $25.00 ea 
Trehoon $30.0 ea 
Sol Saughter $30.00 ea 
Randy Savage (King w/ Crown) $30.09 oa. 
Brutus Beelcake #2 (White & Back) . $30.00 0a 
$30. 6a 
$25.00 24 
$25.00 0a 
$2509 a. 
$25.00 ¢a 
$20.00 ea 
$20.00 wa 


Brutus Beetcake #1 
Dragon Steamboat 
The Mountie 
Undertacker #1 
Giant Gonzalez 
Marty Janeny 


Hull Hogan #3 (with Hukaplex) 
Ted Dbvaso #1 (Black Su 


Razor Ramon #2 (with Black Vest) 
Undertacker #2 wath Undercoat 
Beot Hart #2 

Jake the Snake 


Tod Didase (in Green Outith $20.00 2 


eat WWF HASBRO TAG TEAM 2 PACKS », 
ECP WWE Tag Team 2 Packs (2 Figures in each set) “3 

\ The Bustwachers #1 {Luke & Butch) 520.00 set 

4 The Rockers (Shawn & Marty} 1000 set 


Razor Ramon {wath Purple Vest) 
Lex Luger 

Halt Hogan (Gorilla Press) 
Hull Hogan (with Hutlster Hug) 


“1996/2 1997 Riss BEND-EMS 


By Just Toys $7.00 each of (any 4 $7.00 figures for $25.00) 
These are 5" bendable figures and are MINT in package 

11 Series 

Deve! $700 30 
2nd Series 

The Uraiatay $700 05 
3rd Series 
Gadus! 

4th Sories 
Veer 


Dont 
Sunn Relldog $720 es 


Saw Vchaes Se 


0a Me Bet rar Farce aree $700 ae 


eho) Suter Vado! $000ea 


Tie Nest khan S009 Vokersea  f10Ot ea 


$7%ea Sumy Vare Mer $itm geo Sd ses. 


= OFFICI P. TLING RIN 
For 5° Bend-em figures w/ exclusive Paul Bearer 5° Bend- 
em figure. The bottom of this ring converts into a carrying 
case lor the Bend-em Wrestling Figures. ..... $25.00 set 


NEW WWF ACTION FIGURES-WWF SUPERSTARS 

By Jakks Toys (1996-1 New line of WWF Action Figures based on some 
the most popular WWF Superstars. Each figure has a “Bone Crunching 

Sound” when posed. These action figures are 6” tall, Choose from: 

ist Series 

Ose 


STN ee 


= S15.004a Undertaker #1 
Shawn Michaals #1 (Blue Pants) _ $15.006a Rarer Ramon 
Bre! Hart #) (BloxShrvPrik Pants) $15.00 28, Golddust 
Sai of all 6 1st Senes Figures lor $75.00 

2nd Series 
Unexiate Warrior 


$15.00 02. 
$15.00 ea 
$15.00 ea 


515004. Vader 

‘Owen Hart ~- $15,00 a2, Bre} Hatt #2 {Red Shirt lck Pants) 
Undertaker 42 $15.02, Stan Michanls (Red Ouetit 
Set of all 6 2nd Senes Figures for $75.00 

3rd Series 

Bret Hart #2 $15.00.42 Shawn Michaels #3) 

Sid _______. $15. ea — Bifish Bulldog 

Ahmad Johnson = $1590 ea — Mankend 

Set of all 6 3rd Senes Figures for $70,900 

4th Series 

Jerry “The King’ Lewer 
Faaroog —_ 


. $15.00 ea 
$15.00 ea 
$15.00 as, 


$15.00 ea 
$15.00 6 
$15.00 ea. 


$15.00 ea. “Stone Cold” Steve Austin 
$15.000a Juste Hawk Bredshaw 
$15.00 2a Hunter Hearst Helmsley 


4th Series 2-Packs ~ $25.00 per set 
Featured Managers 


Paid Bearer & Mankind Bob Backlund & Sultan 
Clarance Masen & Crush = Sable & Marc Maro “Wildan” 


$15,00 a. 
$15.00 oe. 
$1500 ea 


PAYMENT TERMS: 

CHECKS. MONEY ORDERS, ALL MAJOR GREDIT CARDS, CASH 
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO FIGURES. INC. 

NO ORDER FORM NEEDED, JUST WRITE DOWN ORDER ON A 
PIECE OF PAPER AND SEND ALONG WITH PAYMENT 

30 DAY RETURN MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


ORDERS/QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 


FAX ORDERS (24 HOURS) TO: 


HOURS Monday-Friday - 9 a.m.-8 p.m. EST 


Saturday - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(EST) Closed Sunday 


WWF T-Shirts by Trinity Co. 


All T-shirts made trom 160% cotton, All shirts sets in adult and kid sizes. 


Kids T-shirts . <15.00e8, Adult T-shirts ...,........... 20.00 ea. 
Sizes Avatabla Sizes Available 

Adult Medium Adull X-Large 

Adut Large Adut XX-Large 


ae 


Undertaker #1 Undertaker #2 Undertaker #3 


= 


Shawn Michaels #2 0 Bret Hart #1 


Shawn Michaels #1 


Brat Hart #2 


Marc Mero #1 Owen Hart #1 


Also Available 
BANDANAS 


$7.00 each or set of 3 for $20.00) 
Undertaker / Shawn Michaels / WWF Logo 


titt 


Choose from: 
Shawn Michaels The Undertaker 
Brat Hart Diesel 


Note: These are only available to our United States customers, We can nol 
Send these overseas to cther countries due to size of these. For U.S. custom: 
ers, mus! give street address (no P.O. boxes) 


WWF 3" PVC FIGURES 
* Chonse tom Ukmale Warr or Big Boss Man Ay 


British Bulldog #1 Goldust & Marlena #1 


Say, 
Ae ERK Es 


*t4688 


WWF LIFESIZE 


STAND-UPS 


by Advanced Graphics (1996) 
Lifesize Standups are full color 
and actual size 


Standups are 
$30.00 each. 


" by Applause (1990) $5.00 each ty Dresttowt vss 51) 


mensse 12'r1!") 


OFFICIAL WWF WRESTLING MONSTER RING BY JAKKS 
(1996) Mint In-Box made to fit 5° Action Figures - $30.00 ea 


RAZOR RAMON & 

DIESEL 2 FIGURE PACK 

This was a Limited Edition 2 Figure 

ea Pack thal was limited to only 10,000 

sets, This rare 2-Pack saw limited 

distribution. The Razor Ramon has 

@ yellow outfit and the Diesel has 

m “Big Daddy Cool" written on his 
ee shirt. 

R=) Special Price for a Limited Time 

— Only $30.00 set of 2 


we 
Uttimate Warrior 


feeues 1.5 .......... — $5.00 per issue 


Warrior Winter Wonderland 
Special comic book 


1-401-948-5720 SHIPPING IS $5,00 PER ORDER 


1-401-946-8492 ALL ITEMS ARE IN STOCK 


WWF DELUXE (12x18) POSTER BOOKS 


Set of 2 diffrent WWF Full Color Postarbooks ‘each 


Each Poster Book contams B Full Color Posters: = 
2 Lingen of Doom, 2 Aakers, 2 Nasty Boys, 2 Bashwackers. 
Hulk Hogan Sq Skaughiar Jake the Snake Brtish Budog. 
Utimeta Ware, Jn Duggan, Big Boss Wan, and the Undertaber 
You get both posterbooks for only $10.00 


SET OF 6 DIFFERENT WWF COLLECTORS 
PINS (1991) SET INCLUDES; 
Hulk Hogan Uttimale Wermor Lod, Big Boss 
Man. Roday Piper and Gushwackers 
$10.00 set of 6 


WARRIOR COMIC BOOK 
(May 1996) by Lttmals Cre stents 
This is the first comic book of the 


ORDERS SHIPPED SAME DAY RECEIVED 


Full etal WWE ~ The Albarn 
14 different songs indudes 
many ofidal arena 
entrance themes 

CD version 
Cassette version 


Boot Band (1995) 
10 aitierent Songs by Hulk 
Hogan and others 


10 dflerent songs by WWF 


Superstars 
CO version CO version 20,00 
Cassette version 13.00 


Cassete version 
WRESTLEMANIA CHAMPIONSHIP 
by LUN Toys (1987) WRESTLING BELTS 


Authentic roplics of the Otleral WWF Champ/on ay Ly 
(ee 


ship WWF Medallion Adustabie up fo 31’ waist 
Euch dell lists all former champlons belore (987 
Wrestlemania ps rd 
Beit .... $20, 


inciuding Buddy Rogers. Bruno Sammarting Su 
Porstar Hilly Graham, lron Sheik. Bab Bleckhund. 
Wan KolaM Pedro Morales, and Hulk Hogan 


WWF TRADING CARDS 


$2.00 per pack oy 10 packs for $10 00 fl 
Speelal Deal - Full factory box of 36 packs er only $20.90 
by Euro Flash 
{made in Htaly-1991} Each pack contains 8 full colar stickers (made for the 
European market) $1.00 per pack or 15 packs for $10.00 _ 


by Merlin (Gare) 


the back & in italian (rare ealleclors cards) 
$1.00 perpack or 12 packs for $10.00 
Special Deal - 100 packs tor $50 00 


Classic WWE Trading Card Boxed Set 

(145 card sel) Containing many WWF Superstars like Andre Hulk. Ut 

Warrior etc $10,00 complete sat 
l i F Ty i if 

lor the above 145 card set. Ths @ Bka a baseball card bmder that contamns 

enough plastic sheef card protectors so you can put w the entire 145 card 

set only $5 00 each 


WWF 1994 ae Prey 


CARDS 
WWF Action Packed 
TradingCards Premiere Series 1 


Each pack contains 6 diferent (uly embosed trading cards 
These are the bast type of trading cards made, They jook 
3-0 

Packs nindomly contain: Colossal Crushers Subset cards, 
24K Gold Leal cards, Aandomly inserted autographed 
cards of tha Undertaker and Macho Man Randy Savage 
Prices: ($3.00 per pack) (5 packs for $10,00) (10 packs 
for $15,00) Complete set of all 42 cards for $20.00; 
(Complete box of 24 packs for $24.00/set) 


WWF BURGER KING WRESTLEMANIA 


1987 PROMO PLASTIC CUP 
WHF Wrestemmnan 15 Burger King 'CGoca Cota Cup This tage 
plastic cup was distributed by Burger King only in fhe Chvcago 
ata, Pet Cn a national vel This cup shows Wrestlommarms 13 
dred has prchued the Undertaker Shawl Mechoets, Psycho Sid and Anbed 
Jonesan, al on one large pladic cl) TNs s ase bo be a reve collectithe 


WWF HALLOWEEN COSTUMES 
by Fubie's Costumes (1996) Cramer's Coskmes 
Undertaicer - wi jumpsuit & mask - 
os Smal (4:5) ~ 52000 0a: Medium (8-10) $20.00 
we Large (i244 -S20 Wen 
Bret “Hitman” Hart - oe! jumpsuit & mask 
Large (12-14) $20.0 ea 


DEMOLITION OFINKING |! alt bal ey 
GLASS (6 a2) ro 
Full color pictures of i? we eee 
lion lag t L at e 
paneibneery roncn cf 01 Hal Shawn Aches and Und 


ihe lag team | (ther Each pen has a rephea 
$10.00 each] Mogedph along with the ‘y 
a 


= 
2 or wresters symbol on Me pert 


f 2 04) | C99. Comes in plasae Bspiay 
31200 ee $10.00 bet of 3 


FULL SIZE 60 PAGE SCI-Fi AND 
SUPERHERO ACTION FIGURE CATALOG 
SEND $2.00 FOR A COPY 


INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOMED 


All Distinctive Character Names and Likenesses Are Trademarks Of Their Copyright Owners. 


132 PAGES OF 
THE VERY BEST 
IN WRESTLING 


~ JOURNALISM! 


Wiestley 


Look for it at 
your 


local newsstand 
beginning 


Octoher 7! 


between falls 
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one match: the main event. Excuse me, 
Shawn, but I didn’t see you in too 
many main events back when you were 
teaming with Marty Jannetty. Who 
could forget those great feuds with the 
Rougeau brothers and The Con- 
quistadors? I bet Shawn could. 

Shawn needs to remember that no 
one deserves respect just for showing 
up. Respect is something you earn. 

ASHLEY RALEY 
Georgiana, AL 


GOODBYE TO ARN 

The date August 25, 1997, will 
stand out in my mind as the most ter- 
rible day in wrestling history. It was 


the day Arn Anderson announced his 
retirement with the same pride and 
dignity that he has always had. 
Although we all knew the retirement 
was coming, I didn’t expect to be so 
inspired by the moment. 

The enjoyment Arn has given me in 
the past 15 years is immeasurable, and I 
thank him for every moment. He has 
truly been a treasure of incredible value 
to the sport that we all have come to 
know and love. I know I am not alone 
in saying that he will be missed. The 
Four Horsemen are forever, and so is 
the memory of “The Enforcer.” 

JAMES E. McHUGH 
Oceanport, NJ 


Arn Anderson always gave his all when he was in the ring. Reader James E. McHugh 
sees the day “The Enforcer” retired as one of the saddest in wrestling history. 


Perry Saturn returned to the ring only 
3'/2 months after suffering a serious 
knee injury. Reader Brian Bartinkowski 
enjoyed the first story we did on his 
injury and the early stages of his rehab. 


INSPIRED BY SATURN 
I would like to thank Bryan Ethier 
for a very insightful and inspiring arti- 
cle about Perry Saturn’s rehabilitation 
and troubled youth (“From One 
Extreme To The Other,” December 
1997). I can relate to Saturn’s over- 
coming so much adversity and his 
need to prove himself. I wish him a 

speedy recovery. 

BRIAN BARTINKOWSKI 
Waymart, PA 
(Editor’s note: Part two of our 
series on Perry Saturn will appear in 
the February 1998 issue, which goes 
on sale December 2.) O 
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Presents 
ee, we) WL INTERVIEW 
=e) fee’ SPECIAL! 


— the Most Me SPible” 


“PW Press Conferences” ' ONE CLASSIC “PRESS 
mpaataieeem| § CONFERENCE” FOR 


a7 FULt PAGE | 
37 OF 


| EVERY YEAR OF PW/ 


i i 
| ers 


f That’s 19 interviews, 
dating back to 1979! 


Join our editors as we speak with ... 
NWA champ Ric Flair (1982) about his deteriorating relationship with 
Rick Steamboat 

Hulk Hogan (1984) about his WWF title victory-over The lron Sheik 
The Road Warriors (1985) about their domination of tag team 
wrestling 

“Diamond” Dallas Page (1989) before he even thought about a career 
as an active competitor 

Scott Hall (1986) when he was actually a nice man 

Kerry Von Erich (1993) shortly before he took his own life 

Kevin Von Erich (1994) on life without his siblings 

Jerry Lawler (1996), who broke all the rules by interviewing himself! 


Plus ... Bruno SammartinosJimmy SnukasDusty Rhodes*Roddy PipereMidnight 


Rockers*Rock ’n’ Roll ExpresseBob Backlund/Ivan Koloff/Buddy RogerseTerry 
FunkeEddie GilberteStingeVince McMahon 


BONUS! 32 FULL-COLOR PINUP PAGES! 
100 PAGES‘FOR WRESTLING MAGAZINE COLLECTORS! 


ON SALE NOW! 
To avoid being shut out at the newsstand, use the handy form below to order by mail. 


For all orders outside the U.S. and Canada, you must add $1 for every copy to be delivered by 
surface mail or $2 for eve es be delivered by airmail. International money orders in U.S. 


funds only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 


Cee ee eee ee ee eee ” 
| Please sendme_ copies of the PWI INTERVIEW SPECIAL. | am enclosing $— = 
i ($7 per copy, postage and handling included) as payment in full. t 
H Please send check or money order only to: 
t London Publishing Co. : 
' P.O. Box 910 | y 
€ Ft. Washington, PA 19034 : 
1 ! 
Print your name and address clearly 
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' . 1 
' CITY STATE ZIP 
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the NWO’s ringleader. Unlike Zbyszko, 
The Giant disobeyed the order—and 
was incarcerated briefly by Denver 
police during a recent Monday Nitro. 
“That big goof just keeps screwing 
himself up,” smirked Bischoff. “I told 
that giant idiot to stay at least 50 feet 
away from me. So what did that numb- 
skull do? He crossed the line. I even 
had a line spray-painted so he could 
figure out how far 50 feet was. Now 
he’s got a police record. Smart, Giant, 
very smart. If he doesn’t watch it, I 


the giant 


PP eee eee ee ee 


(Continued from page 21) 


may press charges for harassment and 
assault. He won’t be such a big man 
sitting behind bars.” 

Bischoff’s bravado tells the story. 
He knows The Giant has the potential 
to be the NWO’s worst enemy. That’s 
why he is doing his best to frustrate 
him. His plan is working. An angry 
Giant is a vulnerable Giant. 

“Time and again, I’ve sat down 
with The Giant and explained all this 
to him,” said Luger. “The best way for 
him to get revenge against the NWO is 


to climb the ladder of contention and 
help us get some of WCW’s titles 
back. That way, he keeps his career on 
track and weakens the NWO’s power. 
I’ve wanted to strangle Bischoff a few 
times myself, but I realize that’s play- 
ing right into their own hands.” 

The Giant must regain his focus. He 
must figure out whom he must defeat 
to secure a rematch with Hogan. 
Choke-slamming everyone in his path 
isn’t the way. The next throat he 
squeezes could be his own. a 
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PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 

All the information you want is right here—each and every 
week! All the latest news and gossip! Comprehensive results 
from around the world! A calendar of upcoming events! 
Complete ratings! And feature stories that keep you on top 
of today’s news today—with the authority and reliability only 
the Pro Wrestling Illustrated team of reporters can provide! 


GET IT INSTANTANEOUSLY-VIA E-MAIL! 

For those fans who can’t get their news fast enough, PW/ 
Weekly is now available via e-mail. No longer will you 
have to wait for your postal delivery. PW/ Weekly is pro- 
duced every Monday and sent to e-mail subscribers that 
very evening! You'll receive electronic text files only, but 
you'll get them fast—and at no extra cost! 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PW! Weekly? No prob- 
lem! Just send us $1.95, and we'll send you a sample 
copy hot off the press! But be warned: Once you see all the 
news, results, and information packed into our newsletter, 
you'll be hooked! (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for sin- 
gle-issue orders.) 


PUBLISHER'S WARNING: Subscribing To PW/ Weekly 


Nanton 


Now Greatly Increases Your Wrestling Knowledge. 


1 Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.65 for single issue; $32.74 for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for 52 issues. 
- International money orders in U.S. funds only. Please allow eight weeks for subscription to start. 
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lent I've become since the first day 
! ran into Faaroogq. | tried to change 
them, but | couldn't. Don't even go 
near them. Don’t do what | did. 

But Maivia failed to remember the 
battles Johnson waged with Faa- 
roog, the way Faarooq repeatedly 
assailed Johnson, how Faarooqg 
nearly cost Johnson a kidney. 

Rocky Maivia held the gaze of a 
person brainwashed by a superior 
being. 

The night Maivia joined the 
NOD, Johnson lamented the young 
man’s actions like a father regret- 
ting the day he let his 14-year-old 
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_ahmed johnson 


(Continued from page 34) 


daughter date the quarterback of 
the high school football team. 

“He thought if it was okay for me 
to join, there was no harm in him 
trying, too,” he said. “! gotta take 
some of the blame for that. | tried to 
get to him and explain why | joined 
and why he shouldn't, but | was too 
late. His mind was made up.” 

vgn Pha 

Weeks have passed since 
Maivia broke Johnson's heart. All 
Ahmed can do is wait until his 
injured knee heals. He can lie in 
bed and mourn for a soul turned 
bad. He can regret taking Maivia 


under his wing, for this is the result 
of his counsel: Rocky Maivia now 
personifies everything bad that he, 
Johnson, worked so hard to eradi- 
cate from wrestling. 

“This is going to be a tough 
stretch for Ahmed,” said Ken 
Shamrock. “Ahmed feels real bad. 
But Rocky is old enough to make 
his own decisions. | hope Ahmed 
can realize that he did everything 
in his power to protect this young 
man. Now | just want to see him 
get back into the ring and finish off 
Maivia and the Nation of Domi- 
nation. It’s all they deserve.” oO 


Get the Baddest, Bloodiest Videos in wrestling today 
° 4 TV Episodes delivered direct to your door 
¢ 4 hours of mind-blowing mayhem sent straight to you each and 
every month * Lots of FREE wrestling stuff »* Special Offers for Members 
¢ Check it out! 


Picture this. . It’s cold outside. It’s boring. 
You ain't got nothing to do. When all of a 
sudden. . .DING DONG. . .into your house 


comes Taz, Sabu, Terry Funk, Tommy 
Dreamer, Sandman and 

the entire ECW crew, 

hot, sweaty and 

dripping with 


blood, just the 

way you like them. 

This is what it’s 
like to be a member 
of Le Club Ex- 
treme the newest, hottest 
club available to wrestling fans 
today. Each month you get a 4- 


pleasure for 
years to come. 

But that’s not all. . .Once 
you join, your tapes are sent to 
you with no further charge, 
automatically, like clockwork. Each month 
you get only the newest, only the best, the 


most extreme wrestling action like 
only ECW can give you. 
And if 4 hours of chains, chairs, 
and other assorted lethal weapons 
isn't enough for you, your member- 


ship entitles you to a vintage ECW 
Program, loaded with pictures and feature 


Shane 
Dougla 


hour video featuring all |) 
the latest ECW action. 
Rob This exciting footage is professionally 
Hae shot and edited for ECW’s wild TV 
shows. It will provide you with 


articles from ECW’s glorious 
past. Sure to become a collec- 
tors item, this program 
is FREE to members. 
Want more? You got 
it. The first 240 
members of Le Club 
Extreme will get the 
official Penthouse Picture of 
Buelah, a $15.00 
value, absoutely 
FREE! 
A 6-month 
Trial Member- 
ship costs just 
$119.95. Or join for a full 
year for just 
$199.95 and save. 
If like your action extreme then 
you must join 


Le Club Extreme. 


Chris 
Candido 


Call 1-215-949-9502 Today - 
All Major Credit Cards Accepted 


Or Order by Mail 


ter than Funk and Sabu will ever 
be. | proved it. As far as which was 
more difficult, I’d say the first one. 
But only because the officials 
decided that one. | controlled my 
own destiny in the second one. A 
clean win over two of ECW’s 
finest. 

ANDERSON: Do you think that 
Funk and Sabu’s match from a 
week before had anything to do 
with the outcome of this one? 
Sabu won the title, but the match 
was brutal. Barbed wire ... a lot of 
blood spilled. 

DOUGLAS: If Funk and Sabu 
were stupid enough to sign that 
match one week before they got 
in the ring with “The Franchise,” 
that’s their problem. If those bar- 
barians want to wrap themselves 
in barbed wire and kill each 
other, it doesn’t make a damn bit 
of difference to me. 

BROCK: That brings up a good 
point. How do you respond to fans 
who say that you don’t represent 
the hardcore style the way Terry 
Funk and Sabu have? 

DOUGLAS: These ECW fans 
think they know hardcore. They 
don’t know jack about hardcore. 
Hardcore is a state of mind. It’s 
not about using guard rails and 
road signs as weapons. When you 
get in the ring with me, you learn 
what hardcore is all about. | 
showed those people hardcore 
with Gary Wolfe [Pit Bull II], and 
they booed me. | will create a 
hardcore dynasty on my own 
terms. They can look away in dis- 
gust or get on the bandwagon. 

APTER: As we do this interview, 
Terry Funk is just a few days away 
from what he’s saying will be his 
last match in Amarillo, and there’s 
speculation that he might retire 
completely fairly soon. At this 
point, what’s your view of his 
career, and do you want to be 
where he is when you're 53? 
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Douglas looked especially good against Terry Funk when the three-way dance at 
Hardcore Heaven was down to just the two of them. He brags that Funk’s best effort 
was not nearly good enough to beat him that night. 


DOUGLAS: Get one thing 
clear. Terry Funk wants no part of 
“The Franchise” anymore. He 
gave me the best that he had at 
Hardcore Heaven, and it wasn’t 
nearly good enough. He knows 
that he’ll never take this belt from 
me, so he’s hanging it up. As far 
as his career goes, | respect the 
time that he has put in and what 
he has done. But | have achieved 
more in my career that he did in 
30 years. By the time I’m 53, peo- 
ple will have forgotten about 
what he did. They'll be amazed at 
what I’ve done. Hell, | still will 
have this title if | choose. 

ANDERSON: Was there any 
satisfaction in beating Sabu know- 
ing that he has aligned himself 
with anti-ECW people like Rob 
Van Dam and Bill Alfonso? 

DOUGLAS: My only satisfac- 
tion comes from two sources. This 


belt and my lady, Francine. I 
spent too much of my career wor- 
rying about what other people 
thought and did. Now I’m looking 
out for number one. | don’t worry 
about my opponents’ alliances. 
Doesn’t matter, because that 
won’t change the fact that I’m 
going to beat the living hell out of 
them. All | care about is me and 
Francine. 

BROCK: But why does a man of 
your vast talents need a broad at 
ringside who does nothing but dis- 
tract your opponents and interfere 
in your matches? 

DOUGLAS: I’m noting the sar- 
casm, Brock and if you weren’t 
bordering on the century mark, 
I'd knock you on your aged butt 
right now. But to answer your 
question, if my opponents are dis- 
tracted by Francine, that’s hardly 
my fault, | mean you'd have to be 


“The Franchise” suplexes Sabu as Funk 
fies prone on the mat. Many expected 
Douglas to be upset that Sabu, an ECW 
mainstay, has aligned himself with Jerry 
Lawler of the WWF, a promotion Douglas 
can’t stand. But he’s indifferent. 


dead not to notice her beauty 
and, shall we say, charms. As far 
as her interference, she’s tougher 
than most of the men here in 
ECW. If they can’t handle it, let 
them run off to some soft promo- 
tion that is afraid of the kind of 
violence you see in ECW. 

APTER: Give us a sense of what 
the third ECW title reign of “The 
Franchise” will be like. 

DOUGLAS: Domination. | was 
always the number-one guy 
around here, even when | didn’t 
have this fine piece of hardware 
around my waist. A lot of people 
have tried to keep me down for a 
long time, but there’s just too 
much talent in this body. Now | 
plan to defend this title when | 
want and where | want. Don’t get 
me wrong, I'll be the most fight- 
ing champion that this promotion 
has ever seen. And I'll kick every- 
one’s you-know-what in the 
process. oO 


“Trick or treat!” 


Did you ever wonder how YOU 
could get into Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a valet, manager or even a wrestler? 
Or in one of MANY non-wrestling positions? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 

“MORE” ABOUT WRESTLING? 

Now YOU can find out what you need to know 
to enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This 
very insightful book is written by two active profes- 
sionals in the wrestling business, who between 
them have worked for every major wrestling asso- 
ciation including WCW and the WWF! You are 
advised what to do, where to write, how to act, 
how to get various jobs, what your chances are - 
and how to better those odds! Explains many “in- 
side” things you never knew, but need to know! 
* Details over 50 different jobs possible in pro wrestling} 
+ Lists addresses of U.S. promotions and best wrestling 
schools « Tels you where to order boots, 
tigtts, etc., n U.S. and UK. * Charge i! 
New Chapter all about the NWO! 


Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 


Price of book is only $15, including postage! 
Add $5 shh outside U.S. - Send Visa, MasterCard, 
Money Order or cash for quickest shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2480-4 Briarcliff Rd, Ste. 256 Atlanta, GA 30329 


MOVING? 


Kindly give us 8 weeks 


advance notice 

Are you moving? If so, please give us 8 
weeks advance notice so we can continue 
to service your subscription promptly. 
Check the magazine(s) listed below you 
subscribe to: 


[_] PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
[_| THE WRESTLER 


= 


[| INSIDE WRESTLING 


{_] WRESTLING SUPERSTARS /WRESTLE AMERICA 
[_] PWI WEEKLY 


NAME 


OLD ADDRESS 


City 

STATE ZIP 
NEW ADDRESS 

City 

STATE ZIP 


EFFECTIVE DATE 


CLIP THIS FORM AND SEND TO: 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
P.O. BOX 910 
FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 
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Quarterfinals | 


Last month, we presented round two of the singles portion of our 
“Dream Tournament.” Now it’s time for round two of our tag team 
competition—and for you to decide who will move into the semifinals! 


Round one of the 1997 “PW/ Dream 
Tag team Tournament” has ended. As 
with the singles tournament, our office 
has received a bevy of ballots via both 
Stamped mail and e-mail. All your votes 
for the initial round have been tallied, and 
we'll get to the match results and your 
comments in a moment. 


HOW IT WORKS 


For those coming into the tourna- 
ment late, here's how it works. We've 
set up a tournament bracket containing 
16 of the sport's top teams. There were 
eight first-round matches; now we're 
moving on to the four quarterfinal 
matches. In future issues we'll present 
two semifinals and a championship final. 
In each round you must decide who 
would win each hypothetical match— 
and don’t forget to include your com- 
ments on each match. 

Send your ballot to: Dream Tag Team 
Tournament Quarterfinals, c/o Pro 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 1148, Fort 
Washington, PA 19034. (Due to techni- 
cal problems, voting can no longer be 
done via the World Wide Web.) The 
deadline for ballots is December 5, 
1997. We'll print the quarterfinal results 
and semifinal pairings in the April 1998 
issue of PW/; the final will be held in the 
July 1998 issue. Complete results will be 
printed in the September 1998 issue. 

In two months, we'll report the 
results of the quarterfinal round of the 
singles tournament. That tournament 
will run on alternating months with the 
tag team tournament (which allows you 
to get your votes in on time to be tabu- 
lated). 
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FIRST-ROUND RESULTS 


Rick & Scott Steiner defeated The Gangstas. The Steiners overwhelmed the ECW 
bad boys, taking home 81 percent of the votes. “The Steiners are the most dominant 
team of the 1990s,” wrote Gene Samuels of Anderson, South Carolina. “The Gangstas’ 
streetfighting tactics would'be easily neutralized by the Steiners’ technical superiority.” 

Henry & Phineas Godwinn defeated PG-13. The evil hog farmers may be hated in 
the WWF, but 75 percent of the readers voted for them over PG-13. “Henry and 
Phineas would easily overpower the much smaller J.C. Ice and Wolfie D,” wrote 
Lowell Harrison of Montgomery, Alabama. “The only way PG-13 could have even won 
this bout was if Sunny was their manager.” 

Owen Hart & Davey Boy Smith defeated The Headbangers. Too bad for The 
Headbangers that they didn’t win the WWF tag belts before this tournament started. If 
they had, they probably would have received more than a measly 14 percent of the 
votes. “Owen and Davey Boy have the perfect combination of science and power,” wrote 
Tammy Fitz of El Paso, Texas. “I think they will be the team to win this tournament,” 

Shawn Michaels & Steve Austin defeated Jun Akiyama & Takao Omori. Even 
though Michaels and Austin are no longer a team, 73 percent of the readers still voted 
for them over one of All-Japan’s top team. “Michaels and Austin could have been the 
new America’s team,” wrote Matt McDonald of Canton, Ohio. “Unfortunately, they 
both have big egos.and couldn't stand to stay together real long.” 

The Road Warriors defeated Satoshi Kojima & Manabu Nakanishi. The two 
Japanese duos did not fare well in this tournament. New Japan’s Kojima and 
Nakanishi were buried by the Roadies (89 percent to 11 percent), the only team to 
ever win this tournament. Are Hawk and Animal on their way to winning three 
straight? “The Road Warriors may not be as dominant as they were,” wrote Jim 
Hickey of Philadelphia, “but they are still great. | think they’re the team to beat.” 

Public Enemy defeated Doug Furnas & Phil Lafon. In one of the only close 
matchups of this round, Public Enemy edged Furnas and Lafon by taking 56 percent 
of all votes. “Furnas and Lafon would try their technical warfare, but | think PE would 
frustrate them with their goofball antics,” wrote Annie Patrick of Newark, New Jersey. 
“They'd find themselves going through a table and right out of the competition.” 

The Eliminators defeated Harlem Heat. The Eliminators squeaked by the seven- 
time former WCW World champs by taking 56 percent of the votes. Ironically, this duo 
has also split, with Perry Saturn moving from ECW to WCW. “This would be a battle of 
two strong teams,” wrote Don McCloud of Baltimore, Maryland. “The Eliminators have 
more double-teaming finesse than Heat, which would put them over the top.” 

Scott Hall & Kevin Nash defeated Jeff Jarrett & Steve McMichael. Hall and Nash 
showed their dominance by crushing Jarrett and “Mongo,” who received just three 
percent of the votes. This washout of the former Horsemen duo might be due to the 
split of Jarrett and McMichael, but that doesn’t mean Hall and Nash aren't worthy of 
their landslide victory. By the way, their victory wasn’t the largest margin ever in tour- 
nament history. The Steiners received 99 percent of the votes in their first-round vic- 
tory over The Southern Rockers in the second PW/ Dream Tag Team Tournament. 


at_*.d 


RICK & SCOTT Wi AKIYAMA & MICHAELS & 
STEINER THE GANGSTAS HEADBANGERS DAVEY BOY OMORI AUSTIN 


FIRST-ROUND THE OWEN HART & SHAWN MICHAELS 
WINNERS —_—STEINERS THE GODWINNS DAVEY BOY SMITH & STEVE AUSTIN 


QUARTERFINAL 
WINNERS 


SEMIFINAL 
WINNERS 


SEMIFINAL 
WINNERS 


QUARTERFINAL 
WINNERS 


FIRST-ROUND THE ROAD 


SCOTT HALL & 
WINNERS WARRIORS 


PUBLIC ENEMY THE ELIMINATORS KEVIN NASH 


KOJIMA & FURNAS JARRETT 
KKOJIMA& ROAD WARRIORS A poe PUBLIC ENEMY HARLEM HEAT _ELIMINATORS pil 3S 


Mail ballot to: CIRCLE QUARTERFINAL WINNERS ONLY! 
DREAM TAG TEAM Name: Age: 
TOURNAMENT QUARTERFINALS chee 


| Address: 
c/o Pro WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
Box 1148 City: State:__Zip: 
Additional comments welcome! The deadline for quarterfinal ballots is December 5, 1997. 
Fort Washington, PA 1 9034 Quarterfinal results will be presented in the April 1998 issue of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, on sale 


January 27. Look for the semifinals of the singles tournament in two months! 
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TOP 10 TAG TEAMS 
| BRET HART SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH 
235, Calgary, Alberta Combined weight: 646 pounds 
(1) WWE World champion (1) WCW World tag team champions 
2 CURT HENNIG THE HEADBANGERS 
235, Minneapolis, MN Combined weight: 488 pounds 
(-) U.S. h el jon (7) WWE World team champions 
3 THE UNDERTAKER 3 THE BARBARIAN & MENG 
328, parts unknown Combined weight: 589 pounds 
(4) No. 1 contender: WWF World title (-) No. 1 contenders: WCW World title 
4 MITSUHARU MISAWA JOHN KRONUS & NEW JACK 
228, Ashikaga, Japan Combined weight: 481 pounds 
(5) All-Japan Triple Crown champion (-) ECW tag team champions 
5 EDDY GUERRERO 5 THE ROAD WARRIORS 
221, El Paso, TX Combined weight: 560 pounds 
(-) WCW cruiserweight champion 5) No. 1 contenders: WWF World title 
& LEX LUGER ) RICK & SCOTT STEINER 
265, Chicago, IL Combined weight: 483 pounds 
(-}) No. 4 contender: WCW World title 2) No, 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
7 KENSUKE SASAKI HENRY & PHINEAS GODWINN 
233, Tokyo, Japan Combined weight: 531 pounds 
(2) WwGP heavyweight champion (3) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tug title 
8 SHANE DOUGLAS 8 HARLEM HEAT 
240, Pittsburgh, PA Combined weight: 550 pounds 
(9) ECW heavyweight champion (-) No. 3 contenders: WCW World tag title 
9 SHAWN MICHAELS g PG-13 
234, San Antonio, TX Combined weight: 471 pounds 
(-) No. 5 contender: WWF World title (6) USWA tag feam champions 
10 OWEN HART 10 MARCUS BAGWELL & SCOTT NORTON 
227, Calgary, Alberta d Combined weight: 600 pounds 
{-) No. 6 contender: WWF World title Owen Hart {-) No. 4 contenders: WCW World tag title 
wcw WWF USWA ECW 
World Champion: World Champion: USWA Champion: ECW Champion: 
HULK HOGAN BRET HART DUTCH MANTEL SHANE DOUGLAS 
(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA (C) 235, Calgary, Alberta (C) 224, Oil Trough, TX (C} 240, Pittsburgh, PA 
1—CURT HENNIG 1—THE UNDERTAKER 1—STEVEN DUNN 1=TAZ 
{-) 235, Minneapolis, MN (3) 328, parts unknown (-) 240, Tampa, FL (1) 248, Red Hook, NY 
2—JEFF JARRETT 2—DUDE LOVE 2—JERRY LAWLER 2—PHIL LAFON 
(4) 230, Nashville, TN » (-) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM (4) 234, Memphis, TN {-] 235, Montreal, Quebec 
3—EDDY GUERRERO 3—BIG VAN VADER 3—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 3—SABU 
(7) 221, El Paso, TX (9) 450, Denver, CO (5) 230, Memphis, TN (-) 220, Bombay 
4—LEX LUGER 4—HUNTER HEARST HELMSLEY 4—PAUL DIAMOND 4—ROB VAN DAM 
(10) 265, Chicago, IL {-) 279, Greenwich, CT (-] 243, Minneapolis, MN (7) 227, Baitle Creek, MI 
5—THE GIANT 5—SHAWN MICHAELS 5—DOOMSDAY 5—TOMMY DREAMER 
(-) 430, parts unknown (-) 234, San Antonio, TX (1) 345, parts unknown (4) 245, Yonkers, NY 
6—RANDY SAVAGE 6—OWEN HART 6—BILL DUNDEE 6—THE SANDMAN 
(-) 237, Sarasota, FL {7) 227, Calgary, Alberta (-) 219, Melbourne, Australia {-) 244, Philadelphia, PA 
7—DIAMOND DALLAS PAGE 7—THE PATRIOT 7—BILLY TRAVIS 7—CHRIS CANDIDO 
(9) 260, Tampa, FL (2) 251, Columbia, SC {-] 218, Houston, TX (5) 226, Carteret, NJ 
8—DISCO INFERNO 8—AHMED JOHNSON 8—ROD PRICE 8—BAM BAM BIGELOW 
{-) 238, Brooklyn, NY (-) 305, Pearl River, MS (6) 265, los Angeles, CA (6) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 
9—DEAN MALENKO 9—BRIAN PILLMAN 9—FLASH FLANAGAN 9—LANCE STORM 
(5) 216, Tampa, FL (10) 226, Cincinnati, OH {-) 221, Detroit, MI {-] 231, Memphis, TN 
10—ALEX WRIGHT 10—GOLDUST 10—RIC TIT. 10—MIKEY WHIPWRECK 


(3) 222, Berlin, Germany (8) 254, Austin, TX 
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‘AN 
(9) 270, Montreal, Quebec 


(-) 187, New York, NY 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and 
inherent skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. All 
other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each category; 
certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a 
wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category 
last issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. We 
have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 10 and 
Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a point value: 
10 points for a first-place rating, nine for second place, and so on. 
The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 issues have been com- 
piled, with a possible maximum of 100 points. Each issue we'll pre- 
sent the top five finishers in each category. While our regular ratings 
reflect the past month, these cumulative ratings give an indication of 
wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 
‘J—THE UNDERTAKER Aisnsesuanesunnnesssesievscostunanienesesseerseey ees O8 POMS 
2-LEX LUGER svssaousnnosdevennesosovevaretseaneneenstnsersesapecernsennesO@ POINTES 
3—BRET HART. vvsrseaernsennsansascsusssnersonnssesosssenoensnssens points 
er i ea a 


5—STEVE AUSTIN suvnaenaanscnvnnensnnssosonensyesnorrnnnorenennnenenssg OD points 
I—THE ROAD WARRIORS .ijnnsnnnninmisnnuniO7 points 
—P-SCOTT HALL & KEVIN NASH ..ssssnssesneseenenninn6l points 
S-RICK & SCOTT STEINER... snmmninsisiannnsenn6d points 
AMTHE GIANT B LEX LUGER snsnsmnnnnensnoninennn6 point 
5—OWEN HART & DAVEY BOY SMITH. .nssssssananenA9 points 


For period ended September 24, 1997 


CENTURY WRESTLING ALLIANCE: Champion—Title Vacant; 1—Tony Atlas; 2—Tony Rumble; 
3—knuckles Nelson; 4—Vic Steamboat; 5—Joe! Davis: 6—Abdullah The Butcher; 7—Kevin Sullivan; 
8—Devon Storm; 9—Ace Darling; 10—Pink Assassin. 


EAST COAST WRESTLING ASSOCIATION: Champion—Glen Osbourne; 1—Ace Dorling: 2— 
Boogie Woogie Brown; 3—Cheetoh Moster; 4—Reckless Youth; 5—Lance Diamond; 6—Hike 
Quackenbush; 7—lJulio Sanchez; 8—Don Montoya; 9—Mike Mayhem; 10—J.R. Ryder. 


PENNSYLVANIA CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Cheetah Moster; 1—Bart Gunn; 
2—Nike Quackenbush; 3—Glen Osbourne; 4—Boogie Woogie Brown; 5—Reckless Youth; 6—Julio 
Sanchez; 7—Ace Darling; 8—Lance Diamond; 9—Pat Shamrock; 10—D.2. Gillespie. 


PRO WRESTLING FEDERATION; Champion—George South; |—Madd Maxxine; 2—Terry Austin; 
3—talian Stallion; 4—Rick Morton; 5—Wasted Youth; 6—Chris Hamrick; 7—Flaming Youth; &— 
Gladiator Il; 9—Cruel Connection II; 10—Tyrone Knox, 


PRO WRESTING XPRESS: Champion—T-Rontulo; 1—Brian Anthony; 2—Mad Mike; 3—Somu: 
4—Dennis Gregory; 5—Gator; 6—J.B. Destiny; 7—Quinn Magnum; 8—Pau! Atlas; 9—Col, Paynes 
1O—J. Nightmare, 


SOUTHERN CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING: Champion—Chris Stephenson; 1—Jimmy Cicero; 
2—K.C. Thunder, 3—Boris Dragoff; 4—Roger Anderson; 5—Fronk Parker; 6—Major DeBeers: 7— 
Big Slam; 8—Beau James; 9—Chris Connon; 10—Steve Corino, 


SUNSHINE WRESTLING FEDERATION: Joe Defuria; 1—Anthony Adonis; 2—Mighty 
Thor; 3—Snot Dudley; 4—Paul Adonis; 5—Hock Myers; 6—Abudodein; 7—Nike D'Angelo; 8—EI 
Fidelista; 9—The Looter; 10—Tony Apollo. 


NEW JAPAN 
IWGP Champion: 
KENSUKE SASAKI 
{C) 233, Tokyo, Japan 
1—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
(1) 287, Gifu, Japan 
2—MASA CHONO 
(2) 235, Tokyo, Japan 
3—KEIJI MUTO 
(3) 245, Yamanashi, Japan 
4—TATSUMI FUJINAMI 
(6) 234, Oita, Japan 
5—RIKI CHOSHU 
(5) 246, Tokuyama, Japan 
6—JUSHIN LIGER 
(7) 206, Hiroshima, Japan 
7—HIROYOSHI TENZAN 
(4) 270, Tokyo, Japan 
8—KOJI KANEMOTO 
(10) 205, Osaka, Japan 
9—IMPOSTOR STING 
{-) 251, parts unknown 


10—MARCUS BAGWELL 
(+) 240, Marietta, GA 


ALL-JAPAN 


Triple Crown Champion: 
MITSUHARU MISAWA 


* (C) 228, Ashikaga, Japan 


1—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 

(1) 245, Ashikaga, Japan 
2—KENTA KOBASHI 

(3) 261, Fukuchiyama, Japan 
3—MAUNAKEA MOSSMAN 

{-) 245, Honolulu, HI 
4—AKIRA TAUE 

(2) 265, Chichibu, Japan 
5—STAN HANSEN 

(5) 322, Borger, TX 
6—STEVE WILLIAMS 

(4) 265, Norman, OK 
7—JOHNNY ACE 

(7) 250, San Bernardino, CA 
8—JUN AKIYAMA 

(8) 230, Hiroshima, Japan 
9—GARY ALBRIGHT 

(6) 343, Billings, MT 

10—TAKAO OMORI 
(9) 221, Tokyo, Japan 


(7) 270, Guadalajara, Mexico 


10—LA FIERA 


(+) 205, Mexico City, Mexico 


EMLL PROMO AZTECA 
EMLL Champion: Promo Azteca Champion: 
TITLE VACANT TITLE VACANT 
1—NEGRO CASAS 1—KONNAN 
(4) 175, Mexico City, Mexico (C) 237, Mexico City, Mexico 
2—ULTIMO DRAGON 2—LA PARKA 
(-) 175, Mexico City, Mexico (1) 235, Torreon, Mexico 
3—EL HIJO DEL SANTO 3—HECTOR GARZA 
(-) 180, Tulancingo, Mexico (4) 215, Monterrey, CA 
4—FELINO 4—PSICOSIS 
(2) 165, Mexico City, Mexico (2) 200, Tiajuana, Mexico 
5=TAKA MICHINOKU 5—JUVENTUD GUERRERA 
++) 169, Morioka, Japan [-) 165, Mexico City, Mexico 
6—DR. WAGNER JR. 6—REY MISTERIO JR. 
(5) 215, Mexico City, Mexico {-) 140, San Diego, CA 
7—ATLANTIS 7—STEELE 
(3) 180, Guadalajara, Mexico (-) 250, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
8—CIEN CARAS 8—PIERROTH JR. 
(10) 235, Lagos de Moreno, Mexico {-) 240, Mexico City, Mexico 
9—RAYO DE JALISCO JR. 9—LA PANTERA DEL RING 


{-) 219, Tijuana, Mexico 


10—DANDY 


(8) 190, Guadalajara, Mexico 
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Lex makes a promise. You know what a wild summer 
Lex Luger had. For the most part, it was a pretty good 
summer, too, and it was capped by his victory over Hulk 
Hogan for the WCW World heavy- 
weight title on August 4. We felt it 
was a victory not just for Luger, but 
for all wrestlers who are proud to 
be loyal to WCW. And we don’t 
think Luger should be ashamed that 
his second reign as WCW champ 
lasted just five days. In fact, we 
think he should still be World 
champion today. 

So for that reason, and because he continued to wrestle well 
and win consistently after losing the belt back to Hogan at 
Road Wild (he dominated Hogan and beat him by disqualifica- 
tion on an arena card in Indianapolis in September), we have 
ranked him sixth in the overall top 10. Luger promised after 
losing to Hogan that his second WCW World title reign would 
not be his last. We’d love to see him make good on that 
promise. But that spectacular victory over Hogan won’t be 
enough to keep him in the top 10 forever. He must keeping 
earning that distinction month after month. 

Meanwhile, Dallas Page, who has made frequent 
appearances in the top 10 during the last year, drops out for 
this issue. DDP is in a bit of a slump. He dominated the ini- 
tial stages of his feud with “Macho Man” Randy Savage 
early this year, but he didn’t do so well this summer. He 
was pinned by Savage at The Great American Bash after 
Scott Hall interfered, then got pinned in a tag team match 
at Bash at the Beach after his partner, Curt Hennig, bailed 
out on him, then got pinned by Hennig at Road Wild. 

He also suffered subsequent losses to both Hennig and 
Savage. 

Granted, there was a lot of cheating involved in those 
defeats, but Page needs to find a way to win more consis- 
tently to make the top 10 again. And we’re glad a few dis- 
agreements between him and Luger haven’t turned into a 
full-fledged feud. That wouldn’t be good for either man’s 
career or for WCW. 

This ’n’ that. Why is Kevin Sullivan listed in the rat- 
ings for the Century Wrestling Alliance this month? Yes, 


Lex Luger 


it’s true that he lost a career match to Chris Benoit at Bash 
at the Beach in July and was supposed to retire from active 
competition, but, well, you know how wrestlers deal with 
stipulations. If they don’t like them, they do their best to 
avoid complying with them. CWA officials stripped 
Sullivan of their heavyweight title immediately after he lost 
to Benoit, but since WCW has no power over the CWA, it 
can’t stop this Massachusetts-based promotion from signing 
Sullivan to matches. 

A CWA spokesman said that the organization felt strip- 
ping Sullivan of the title was an appropriate penalty for his 
loss to Benoit and even welcomed him to compete in a tour- 
nament for the vacant title. 

Even though the NWO’s Marcus Bagwell and Scott 
Norton haven’t won too many big matches in WCW 
recently, we've put them in our tag team rankings because 
they have held their own against some of WCW’s best duos 
and have been winning consistently as a team in Japan. 
They’re improving quickly. 

We hate to give Alex Wright any more reason to feel 
good about himself, but clean victories over Chris Jericho 
(for the WCW cruiserweight title) and Ultimo Dragon (for 
the TV title) have earned him a place in the overall top 10. 

Steve Austin is absent from our ratings this month due 
to the serious spinal injury he suffered at SummerSlam, the 
event at which he beat Owen Hart 
for the WWE Intercontinental title. 
As you know, WWF Commissioner 
Sgt. Slaughter forced him and 
Dude Love to vacate the World tag 
team title in September, and “Stone- 
Cold” had to give up the I-C belt as 
well. You have to wonder if Austin 
will ever be the same wrestler he 
was before the injury and if he'll 
ever be able to wrestle full-time and capture a major title 
again, 

That’s all for now. If you have any questions or com- 
ments regarding what you see on this page or in our ratings, 
as always, we want to hear from you. Write to us at: 
“Ratings Analysis,” c/o PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 
1148, Fort Washington, PA 19034. Oo 


Dude Love 


ee 
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OLLECTOR’S CORNER 


Wrestling historians, rejoice! Some of the back issues in this ad have not been offered for sale for more than a 
decade—but a recent transfer of warehouse inventory from New York to Pennsylvania uncovered a small 
supply of these classic publications! Obviously, supplies are extremely limited, so all magazines will be sold 
on a first-come, first-served basis only. Prices quoted are based on the rarity of the issue and the number of 
available copies, For speediest service, use VISA or MasterCard or make payment by money order or certified 
check. Please don’t send cash! Don’t miss out on this once-in-a-lifetime chance to own a memorable piece of 
wrestling history! Once they’re gone, they’ll never be offered for sale again—so order today! 


WRESTLING A777) 


REVUE ies f ILLUSTRATED/ 


Published between 1959 and 1964, Wrestling me 
Revue is acknowledged as one of the finest series = 
of wrestling magazines ever produced. These [JB 2 
beautiful editions, all edited and published by %4 
Stanley Weston (founder of Pro Wrestling " 
Illustrated, The Wrestler, and Inside Wrestling, 

among so many other titles) set a standard for all wrestling magazines that 
followed, and are available now for the first time in many years! 


Fall 1961 Edouard Carpentier challenges Floyd Patterson, Bruiser vs. Cowboy 
Bob Ellis, The Zebra Kid, killer holds, action at The Kiel, Nick Bockwinkel vs. 
Dr. X, and full-color action of the Bastiens vs. Shires & Nelson. $25 

December 1961 An extensive Buddy Rogers interview, Bobo Brazil, Fred Blassie, 
Pepper Gomez, the Torres brothers, Whipper Watson, “Sailor” Art Thomas, Ricki 
Starr, plus a full-color centerfold of Mark Lewin & Don Curtis. $35 

February 1962 Dick Beyer, Mitsu Arakawa, Edouard Carpentier vs. Lou Thesz, 
Angelo Poffo, a five-girl battle royal, Don and Jackie Fargo, Billy Zabyszko, 
Larry Chene, plus a full-color centerfold of Guy & Joe Brunetti. $30 

April 1962 Wilbur Snyder, Luis Martinez, Madison Square Garden closeup, 
Yulie Brynner, Billy Wolfe, Don Leo Jonathan vs. Pat O'Connor, closeup on 
midgets, plus a full-color centerfold of Bearcat Wright. $30 

June 1962 Eddie Graham, Verne Gagne, wrestlers vs. boxers, Dory Dixon, 
Yukon Eric, Tony Lanza, Lorraine Johnson ys. Kay Noble, Skull Murphy & 
Brute Bernard, The Crusher, plus a full-color centerfold of Red Bastien. $25 
December 1963 The Destroyer, “Maniac” Mark Lewin, Paul Diamond, Ernie 
Ladd, Judy Grable, Bill Watts, Pat O’Connor, Don Duffy, The Scufflin’ 
Hillbillies, plus a full-color centerfold of Lou Thesz. $35 

February 1964 Edouard Carpentier vs. Killer Kowalski, Florida wrestling, Mad 
Dog Vachon, Fabulous Moolah, Fritz Von Erich, Rene Goulet, Cyclops, plus a 
full-color centerfold of Bruno Sammartino. $35 


BOXING 


BOXING 


WRESTLING 
NEWS 


In November 1958, Stanley Weston launched Boxing Illustrated/Wrestling 
News, an innovative concept in sports magazines. Each issue’s content con- 
sisted of approximately 60 percent boxing and 40 percent wrestling, resulting 
in the most complete magazine for ring afficianados the world has ever 
known. 


May 1959 Boxing: Ray Robinson, James Jeffries, Rube Vargas, Willie Pep, 
Joey Maxim, Denny Moyer. Wrestling: Gene Stanlee, Larry Hamilton, Happy 
Humphrey, “Cowboy” Bob Ellis. $25 

June 1959 Boxing: Gene Fullmer, Jack Britton, Gustav Scholz, Mauro 
Vazquez, Rocky Graziano, Wrestling: Buddy Rogers, Don Leo Jonathan, Hard 
Boiled Haggerty, Omaya Kato. $35 

September 1959 Boxing: Carmen Basilio, the perfect kayo, Tiger Flowers, 
Joe Brown, Paolo Rosi. Wrestling: Edouard Carpentier, Ricki Starr, Enrique 
Torres. $25 

October 1962 Boxing: Special edition previewing the Floyd Patterson vs. 
Sonny Liston bout! Wrestling: “Handsome” Johnny Barend, Andre Drapp, 
“Sailor” Art Thomas, five pages of results. $30 

October 1963 Boxing: Cassius Clay, Joe Lynch, Frankie Narvaez, Tommy 
Loughran. Wrestling: Crusher vs. Verne Gagne, Tony Manous, The Dirty 
Daltons, results. $25 

February 1964 Boxing: Sonny Liston, Joey Archer, 1963 in review, Cassius Clay, 
Wrestling: Bruno Sammartino vs. Gorilla Monsoon, Emile Dupre, Bruiser vs. Bob 
Ellis, results. $30 
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MAKE CHECK PAYABLE | id me the collector’s editions I’ve checked. I 
1 COLLECTOR’S CORNER | ano mai To: areata Ee Reaves Healt hne. 
a eee NG REVUE LONDON PUBLISHING CO. trivivine descriptions for spose prices) In the exent 
961 ; 2; ptions for specific pr ces.) In t e 
i C Fall 1 P.O. BOX 910 any of my requested publications is sold out, I will accept I 
i (] December 1961 FORT WASHINGTON, PA 19034. the following magazine as a substitute: z i 
[) February 1962 
IG Apri PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY q 
pril 1962 
§ CJune 1962 NAME q 
{| December 1963 
j oO February 1964 ADDRESS APT. : 
BOXING ILLUSTRATED/ 
1 WRESTLING NEWS STATE ZIP i 
lo May 1959 Please indicate method of payment: | 
I June 1959 C] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) _ For all orders outside the U.S. and Canada, i 
j “September 1959 ee ee delve by pond sod $reg bak 
= SS SSS issue to be delivered by airmail. 
| O October 1266 Expiration Date: / feces money orders ms. pret Q 
CJ October 1963 MO/ only. Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 
i O February 1964 Signature: All sales final. No exchanges will be made, | 
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Wrestling fans raved about last year’s PWI Almanac And 
Book Of Facts. And now the second edition has been 
published, completely revised and updated. The editors 
of PWI have put together the ultimate resource tool, 
combining a complete review of 1996 with a historical 
overview of the sport. The |96-page, digest-sized edi- 
tion includes: Complete PPV, supercard, and Clash 
results ... Complete title histories ... A year-by-year 
history of the sport ... Stats ... And much more! 


The PWI Almanac sold out quickly on most newsstands 
last year, but now the second edition is yours FREE if 
you use the order form below! 


Subscribe to PWI today and receive ... 

® |3 issues a year (that’s one every four weeks!) 

® Up to 25% off the newsstand price 

® Four special expanded editions, including the 100-page 
“Year-End Achievement Awards” and the “PWI 500” 

© Guaranteed delivery right to your home 

® And, of course, The 1997 PWI Almanac And Book Of Facts 


EXCLUSIVE PWI FEATURES 


PW/H’s award-winning staff is always where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of wrestling avail- 
able anywhere. From the great staff of writers, through the 
dramatic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent full- 
color centerfold—PWI brings you wrestling action at its 
best. PWI includes exclusive features you can’t get any- 
where else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” 

Brandi Mankiewicz’ lively and controversial “Off The Top 


Rope” ...An incisive “Press Conference” with one of the 
sport’s top stars .. . Extensive “Ratings” . . . “Scouting 
Reports” ...“Time Capsules” ...And don’t forget: Your 


subscription to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.95 on the newsstand (if you 
can find it!) and every other special we produce through- 
out the year. 
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THE 1997 
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SAVE UP TO 25%!! 

(Please check one) 

(e“VEs! | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED 

(_] lam enclosing $33.85 for a |3-issue subscription—a 20% 
savings off the newsstand price! 

(_] lam enclosing $63.50 for a 26-issue subscription—a full 
25% savings off the newsstand rate! 

(_] | wish to receive the 1997 PWI Wrestling Almanac as a 
bonus to my subscription and have enclosed $2 to cover 
postage and handling 

(_] | would like to order the 1997 PWI Almanac only and have 
enclosed $7 as payment in full 

Please indicate method of payment: 

[_] Check or money order (enclosed and payable to 
London Publishing Co.) 

_] VISA# 

[-] MasterCard # 

Expiration Date: /__ 
MO/YR 

Signature: 

Send to: London Publishing Co. 
PO. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 

NAME 

ADDRESS APT. 

CITY STATE ZIP 


Price offer good in U.S. only. Canada and all foreign countries: $45.10 for 13 
issues ($67.20 airmail); $85.80 for 26 issues ($130.00 airmail). International 
money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to 
eight weeks before you receive your first issue.. 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated magazine has all the inside information 
you want and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on 
the road, you’ll hear it here first. 

To get all the breaking stories from every federation, 
call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now and 
you'll be the first to learn about ... 


sy 
ote! 

¥ =f 

"a 6@ 

oe. 

° a 

e, 


[toe 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you 
want to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. 
Selected letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0897 555 263 


TH This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones. 
*Cost per minute in the United States is $1.99. Cost per minute Canada is 
$2.49. Cost per minute in the United Kingdomyis £1.00. 

Kids, get. your,parents’ permission. 

BGM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 4457/08-97 
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